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The & negro had an uwnorthodox way of putting it, but he had the right idea
, when he offered up the prayer:— "Lord, help me to understand that you ain't
! gwine to let nothing come my way that you and me together can't handle."

"To me remains nor place nor times
My country is in every climey

I can he calm and free from ocare
(n any shore, since God is there.

While place we seek, or place we shun,
The soul finds happiness in nones

But, with our God to guide our way,
Mis equal joy to go or stay."

"Meny of uas trace the Hand of God in the past but canmot see that Hand shap-

i i the things to come. TFROM LVERLASTING TO EVERLACTING THOU ART GOD, we

} devoutly believe, bubt we thinlk mainly of God working out His purposes in

: history and hardly at all of His power over the future. Nothing is more
necdoed than a religious, and therefore a more hopeful, outlook upon tomorrow,"

BT T e e

"BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL"
(Psalm 103)

Vie generally begin cur praysrs with the request that God will bless us;  the
t Psalmist begins his prayer by calling upon his soul tc bless God ! The eye

of the heart is often directed to its own desires; the eye of the Psalmist's
‘ heart is first directed to the desires of God.

Here is a feature of prayer that is seldom remembered. .Je think of prayer
as a mount where man stands to receive the Divine blessing, We do not often
think of it a5 alsc a mount where God stands to receive the human blesszing, Yet
this latter is the thought here.

Dr., George Mathesecn says that this is our Lord!s thougbt in "Seek ye
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” That admonition means seek ye
first the welfare of Cod, the establishment of His Kingdom, the reign of His
i righteousness |}
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Fefore you think of your own welfare, before you count tie nunber of things
you want, consider the things still wanting to Him., Consider the spheres of
Jife to which Hisg Kinzdom has not yvet spread, consider the human hearts to
which His righteousness has not yet penetrated. Let your spirit say "Blesg
the Lord 1" Let the blessing upon God be your daily wish. . .
F.J.H Aunphrey.

BRITISE The vigit in November last of the Rev, Motson Thompson was very
SAILORS! creatly appreciated by all who heard him, It would be difficult to
S0CIETT say whether the children or the grown-ups listened most intently
to the sermonette which started with the guestion "4hat did you have for break-

. fast this morning 7"

. The address which followed later, on the worlk of the Scciety, was of
outatanding interest, and many must have felt how fortunate the Sailors' Society

} is to have the services of such a man, The waterproof canvas container, -which

I held a specially compiled book of prayers & hymns for the lifeboats of the Mer-
chant Havy and Mine-swesping vessels, was an exhibit of real dramatic interest.

One practical outcome of this wiusual visit is referred to in the

paragraph which follows.

LADIZS! WORKING PARTY, .
. In response to the appeal made by the Rev. lotson Thompson the Work-
i ing Party has given to the British Sailors' Scociety an OCEAN LIBRARY. Tc¢ meet
the cost of this donation it is proposed to hold a "Bring & Buy" sale at 77,
Lansdovme Road, on February 6th.

These compact OCKAN LIBRARIES consist of 30 volumes enclosed in &
suitable cabinet, and are exchangeable at many different poris, Fach cabinet
contains books of gencral interest, fiction, biography and history, as well as
others dealing with tochnical and scientific subjecte, and a Bible.

e I A R T

[
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' CHURCH NWOTES., In our last igssue it was not found pessible to make any refer -
ence to ouvr Harvest Hcrvices. Now that happy & helpful day seems a long way
back, iven =o we can recall the fact that the weather; the decorations, the
ginging, and the spolien words - all helped to make it a memorable day. The
two scrmons still linger in the memory:— "The Faithful Creator! being the sub-
jecl of the morning discourse, and “Evening Sowing" at the 6,30 Service.The

¢ youryr folk were not forgotten in the latter address, but older worshippers
heard a sermon which vas rich indeed in beautiful thought, especially for those
who are'getting on" . (pportunity still ours — right tc the end |

As seems inevitable during winter days the attendance at the
evening services has been less, although perhaps better than in previous win-
i tere. Let it be placed on record that those who attend at night often feel it
well worth while, On the first Sunday in the New Year the congregation was not
large, and one felt sorry for those who missed hearing 'r, Humphrey on "Time &
Life", an unusual and remarkable sermon.
NEW MEMBERS, On January 6th., at the Communion Servicve lfr, Fumphrey welcomed
the following friends into our Fellowship:-
Mr, & Mrs, Duff, from Brownhill Road Eaptist Church, Catford,
By transfer — Misa. L. Jordan, from Canterbury Congrecaticnal.

]
L] L] ’ Ll L] L] - ] L] L] L]

PREACHERS, Febrvary 1Cth. is to be IMissionary Sunday. The Kev, 3.J.0owdy
(4 Detired Missionary) will tale onc service, & an L, M. 3, Deputation the other,
Collections for the L. 7. 2, Marsh 10th, Rev, F, E, King.
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COLLECTIONS FOR NOVEMBER . DECEMBER 1945
LOOSE CASH ENVELOPES
£. 8, 4. £, 3, d.
gg:' 1%' g'lg' ; g'ig' g During this periocd, owing
\ Nov. 18° 4' 8- 5 3‘ 3‘ 7 to the genercus offer by a
+—Nov: 25' 1: 8. 0 5.18' o to subscribe £100 provided
Deo 2' 3 11' g 5’ 4' 4 we raised a similar amount,
Dec. 9' 4' 2' S 2‘14' 3 the New Church Building Fund
Dec. 16‘ 5'10' 11 3'15' 3 has benefited to the extent
. Doo. 25' 5, I 9 R of £253, 13, 6., thanks to
- * ' 237, 7.9 £2$15§i"é the efforts of our Secretary,
st Mr. A, J. Rule, and the fine
Total £65. T. 5 spontaneous giving on the
+ Nov., 25th. Morning Collection & part of members, The total
Subscriptions for the of .thig fund on December 3lst.
British Sailors' Soc. 13.16, 6 stands at 2544, 16, 8,

Dec, 25th, Christmas Morning
' Collection for the
Queen Alexandra's Home

i Gifford House 4. 0. D
Full Total £85 5.11

== = = = = = = o= = = = = =

SUSSEX CONGREGATIONAL UNION, As our representative, Mr, 4.,J,Rule attended the New
Year's Mieeting held at Horsham on January 14th. The new Chairman is Mr, A. Bacon
of Amberley, and he stressed the need for all Churches to rededicate themselves to
the work of evangelisation, as the great need of the age. Hrs, McPherson, as
Treasurer reported receipts as totalling £277, and Mr, Rule adds "I noted with plea~
sure that the Goring contribution was £15.11, 6."
Grants were made to the Churches at Sompting, Pulborough, Billing-

| hurst and Bosham, Meetings provisionally arranged for include a Summer Gathering at

Amberley, Delegates who attended this conference in goodly number much appreciated

the kindness of Horsham friends in providing them with tea.

- L T a [ | [] ) [ ] e =
. 2 LT . . LR P . =+ 4

JUSBAX EOME MISSIONS.  Iiiss. A, M, Thomas reports that the sum of Z3, 9. O has been
forwarded to the Treasurer, and adds that at present we have 18 subscribers on our
list, Owr Collector will very gladly receive the names of any other friends whe ere
willing to give an ennual subscription to this worthy cause.

S I I I S R M S

i FCREIGN MISSION3, Our Missionary Secretary, Miss, M, ¥, Stevenson, wishes to remind
members that at Elm Grove we have & little "Lending Library"” consisting of ifissionary

k literature which can be borrowed free of charge. Some are small books, but all are
up to date, and give a graphic account of L. M. S. work, Cthers give an insight te
future plans, and the "New Advance” and "The Next Ten Years" are only two amongst
others which are well worth reading. New books are added at intervals. Another of
these books deals with the life of Alfred Sadd of the Gilbert Islands and should be
read by all. A recent broadcast concerning the life and death of this modern martyr
in the Mission field serves to remind us that men like James Chalmers and others
still have worthy successors. Another publication -~ this time by the Studoent Chris-
tian Movement Press, has the significant title “"They Found The Church There', With
this title in ming it is worth repeating that an American soldier wrote home from a
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Pacific Isleir= "Dear Mom,
Because of Missions I was feasted, and not
Teasted upon; when T fell from the sky into
this village.™

* . 2 LI | L ¢ & o an . . 13
A & sa2 = = & a [ " e ] »

THE CHOIR, The Christmas Anthems rendered by a full Choir nembering eightcen,
seem to have been very mmuch appreciated, hence our Minister asking for one of them
to be repeated the Sunday following,

Qur best thanks are due to Miss, Jordan for the time spent in training
the Choir under difficult conditions; which should, however, gradually improve as
we settle down to more normal times. We shall still be pleased to welcome a few
more new members to ocur ranks.

CUR MINISTER ASES:i— "Are there any non—church goers in your neighbourheocod whom
you might invite to the Sunday Services at Elm Grove 7"

THE HYIWNS WE BSING, In our devotions the hymns of the Christlan Church play a
very big part, and the memerising of some of them has helped and strengthened
Christian 1ife and faith for countless followers of Christ, Yet nothing is easier
to criticise than the hymns we have provided for us in our hymm~books, and the pro-
posals recenbly made public in relation to the forthcomirg Vew Congregational
Hymnary suggest how difficult it is to please everyone in the choice of hymms.

Very often we should undoubtedly far better appreciate the
words if wre Ymew a little more concerning the vriter, ard the conditions under
which the hymm was composed. Shall we take just one illusiration ? -The hymm, " O
Lord, how happy should we be, If we could cast our care on Thee." {Hymn 406)

Over a hundred years age a young man at the early age of 22
was appointed Professor of Classical Literature at King's College, London. A brill-
iant Scholar of Christ Church College, Joseph Anstice had previously gained double
first—class honours., But only six years after his London appointment his life came
to an cnd at Torguay.

As he entered into the Valley of the Shadow there came o
number of hymns including the eone already referred to. During the last few weeks
his morning hours were still devoted to helping his pupils in their studies; but
later in the day, when he most felt the oppression of his illness, he spent the
time composing and dictating hyms to his wife. So we have the words of the fifth.
versei—~

"Lord, meke these faithless hearts of ours
Such lessons learn from birds and flowers;

Make them from self to cease,

Leave &1l things to a Fathert's will, .
And taste before Him lying atill,

-

Blen in affliction, peace."

T T T S S T SR A S
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o ELHN GROVE CERONTCLE

( (Goring Congregational Church)

No. 12. April 1946,

MINISTER:~ REV,.¥, J. H, HUMPEREY, D. S, Q.
19, Robson Road, West Worthing
(Tel:— Goring 41043)

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH.

"The greatest need of the world to~day is the recovery of lost, vanished good-
will, which means the recovery of God, the author of goodwill®.(Dr, J,S, Holden)

SPECIAL  ANKOUNCEMENT.

On Good Friday, April 19th,, we shall be given the opportunity of showing that
in the fumdamentsls of Christian faith we are reslly united. On the evening of
that day we are invited to join with our Methodist and Angliocan friends in a
mited service to be held in the Molscn Hall, Goring, at 7 p.m. Those faking
part will inelude the Vicar of Goring, the Rev, {, Pollard of the Goring Meth-

F cdist Church, and our own Minister, the Rev., F.J H.Bumphrey, D¢S5.0.,who will also

- give the address. The advent of "Summer Time" which starts on April 14th.,
should help to ensure a good sttendance, and prove that Christian fellowship is
a reality,

TisscfIIsIsosiTNssNGE
DISTURBING  WHE4APONS.

"And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears intoc pruning
hooks." Micsh, chapter. 4, verse 3.

The margin gives "soythes" for “pruning hooksa'". %he whole passage from Micah is
famlliar by its frequent use as a peroration to a sermon or speech on “Peace',
I¥ is a prorhet's vision of the reign of peace which he saw on time's horizon,

Swords and bayonets are sometimes used as pokers for stirring the fire,
shell cases sre made into vases and gongs, spears become ornaments for the wall
or trophles for the museum. Implements of war are transformed into the useful
or the ornamental, the disturbing weapons are restrained to homely uses.

The text says thpt disturbing weapons of one kind, sworda and shears,
shall be changed into disturbing weapons of another kind, '"ploughshares & scythes”.
Swords and spears cut and pierce, so do ploughshares and scythes, A ploughshars
is not an orunament, and a scythe is not a trophy for a musewun,

A ploughshare is a great disturber, a scythe is a sharp discipline, cruel
to the s0il and the grass, War is a great disturber, and peace hath her ddsturb-
ances, little less real and deep than war, The work of pcace is like ploughing
and mowing, it is a disturbing thing. Some very rank growths have to be cut down,
and scme very hard soil has to be ploughed up.

If we oould teke this view of the work of peaca it might correct the spirit
of dimappointment, disillusion, and oynicism, "Behold the farmer waiteth for the
precious fruits of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the
early and latter rain.'" We have need of that "long patience".

This is one of the most bewildering times in history. We who are the vio-
tore are the most confused, bewildered, and even timid victors that ever tried

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 03 (02)

THE CHRONICLE: April 1946

{2)
to deal with a disordcred world, To see this chaotic time as a ploughing and
mowing time, %o bear without flinching something of that disciplinary work in
our own lives, and not to lose faith in the Great Husbandman, the "God who is
not mocked," that is the vision and the faith we should strive %o have,
' Fod ¢H Humphrey

Qur Minister also contributes the following:-

BRINGING BIBIES TC CHURCH, In bygone days peovle coming to Church brought their
Bibles with them, or they kept a copy in their pews. When the Scripture reading
was armounced there was a rustle of leaves as the worshippers found the spec¢ -
ified chapter, and the reading from the pulpit was closely followed. Vhen the
text of the sermon was given out, Bibles were opened and kepi open for refer -;
ence as the sermon proceeded, This excellent practice seems to be dying out, &
it is the exception rather than the rule now to see anyone carrying a Bible to
Church, and using it during the sermon, A minister might armmounce "Matthew" &
read from Isaiah, so little do some folk kmow their Bible, The revival of
Bible reading that is so badly needed would be" forwarded if we would make it
part of our worship to bring our Bibles, {no less than our collection money) &
follow the pulpit reading with interest and intelligence.

CHURCH On Jenvary 29th., one of our oldest members passed on to a happier
NOTES, world, We shall misg the familiar figure of Mr, W, Robertson Walker,
who, despite his 88 years, led quite an active life. e found considerable
pleasure in time spent on the Bowling CGreen, and in other ways retained his
intercst in life right to the end,

ARRAWGEMENTS FOR COUONG SUNDAYS when Mr, Humphrey will be absent are
as follows:—

April 14th. Rev, H. H, Sumers, M.A,

May 12th. Armual Interchange of pulpits {(Pree Church Council)

May 26th. Rev, C. Pollard of Goring Methodist Church ~ Worning.

LADIESY WORKING PARTY.

The "Bring and Buy Sale" was a great success, and realised tho goodly
sum of £18-10-0. Of thie £10-10-0 was given to provide the "Qcean Librory“ for
the British Sailors' Society. 5o now a cabinet of books with the inscription
"Given by the Ladies! Working Party, Goring Congregational Church, Sussex" will
travel round the world, The balance of the totel amount raised has been given
for our Church Funds.

Meetings are now planned to be held at fortnightly intervals at
Member's houses, and garments are being knitted for the Army of Cccupation,

And -~ onece sgaini -~ New members will be very welcome,

=W E R B E &5 =T = = = 9=

SUNDAY, MARCH 3rd.

Kot in any way a '"special' occasion, but for the first time this year
there were daffodils on the Commmion Table and that in itself seemed to invite
& hym of praise, Then the children were asked to give 2 vocal "Weltome'" to
"Auntie May" on her return after a long illness, and their happy smiling faces
suggested that they meant it., And thirdly the two sermons for the day still
linger in the memory. "The (reatness of God" in the morning, and in the even —~
ing, “"Riderless Horses",{2nd, Kings, ch,18, ver.23) — the latter in very truth
e sermon for the times,
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Qur able 'freasurer — Mr. E. W. J. West - presents the following financial
statement:~
ABRTIDGED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31et., 1945
RECEYPTS PAYMENTS
CHURCH ACCOUWNT, £, d. £. 8., d.
Freewill Offerings Minister & Supplies,
and Interest 452, 4. 6 Hire of Hall and 292, 13, 6
Proceeds of Sale Sundry Expenses
Goods at Hostel 40. 15. © Balance 31/12/45 at
Balaence 1/1/45 Bank & DBank & Investment 594, 14, 9
Investment 794, 8. 9
€587 8. .3 €887, _.8...2.
COMUUNION FUND
Offertories 40. 19, 5  Sundry Payments 21, 6. 3
Balance at Bank Balance at Barnk
1/1/45 10, 1. 5 31/12/45 19, 14, 7
OFTERTORTES AND PAYMFNTS POR
COLLECTIONS FOR SPECTAL PURPOSES
SPECTAL PURPOSES. Londen Missionary Soc, &K, 6, 9
Sussex Cong, Home
A5 per Payuments £201. 14. 9 Misgions 15, 11, &
Queen Alexandia Home 4, 0. O
British & Foreign Bitle
Society 8, 17. 0
Red X & St. John U, 1. 6
British Sailors' Soc. 1%, 16, &
Spurgeonts College 3. 10. 0
) National Childrents Home 11, 1l., &
' £201, 1&__9* ' £201. 14. 9
NEW CHURCE T B
BULLDING FUND
Subsoriptions, Balance at Bank and
Collections, etc 482, 16, 8 Investments 544, 16. 8
Balance at Bark 1/1/45 62, 0, 0
£344, 16, 8 £544, 16, 8

Total raised for the London Missionary Society £67,10. 0

WmEOdEEREERET ST =T oI Im=

COLLECTIONS FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1946 Tnvelopes £34, 9. 9
Cash 31.17. O

R Totad 266, 6. 9

Em M' Sc Widow‘s R O'I'Phan' Rmd £8| lT. 6
Febrvary 10th, L, M, Society £8., 3. O
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"DARKNESS Mr, Walter Stoneman, F. R, P, S, — the famcus photograrher who dur-
AND LIGHT" .ing his lifetime has photographed over. 40,000 faces, including
celebrated men and women in all ranks of life, has recently written an inter -
esting article entitled "Our Changing Faces," Mr., Stoneman suggests that there
need be no plain or wattractive faces, "It is expression and personality that
counts,"

Incidentally the writer 1ifts the curtain on his own religious outlock in
life, 'Yes, our faces change, and they may change for the better by the grace of
Gedsssssa change of direction in our thoughts and lives, a change of our gaze from
sarthly things into the face of Jesus Christ, and the very countenance changes |”

On the morning of February 9th. when Mr. lLeonard Hurst spoke to us on
behalf of the London Missionary Society, one could not help recalling Mr,Stone -
mants words and also the Missionary Pageant held in London many years ago during
the "Orient in London" Exhibition - the Pageant of "Darkness & Light", Mr, Hurst
dwelt upon the startling change from the New CGuinea cannibals to the Christian :
Papuan of to-day, all summed up in the words of the saintly old Papuan who distin-
guished the passing years as "the days of darkness, and the days of light"., And
Mr, Hurst added, "the very faces of the Papuans often tell the tale", As a boy
the old man referred to had seen the martyrdom of James Chalmers & Oliver Tomkins,
who were killed as they landed at Goaribari, New Guinea, on April 8th, 1901,
almost exactly 45 years ago. What a remarkeble triumph for Christian influence in
that short space of time }

Mr, Hurst was until lately the L,M,S, Secretary for Australias, and in his
own quiet way greatly impressed his hearers. His quotation of the Ausfralian sol~
diers 1little poem — “The Fuzzy-Wuzzy Angels® was eloguent testimony to the hero-
ism of the Papuan stretcher bearers in the last great war,

The evening gervice on February 9th, was conducted by the Rev,W.5.Cowdy,
and Miss, Mary Cumber spokse concerning her experiences in North India,

S T S I A A B S

THINXK ON THESE THINGS

"In Praise of Bngland! The return of Spring makes the following lines approprhate.
They were written by the well-kmown jowrmalist and former Editor of the "Daily News"
the late A, @, Gardiner, "Fam thinking of the springing grass and the budding
trees, the lambs that I know are gambolling in the chequered shade, and the lark
that is shouting the news of Spring in the vault of the sky, I am thinking of

the eternal delights of this wonderful world, and not the mess that man has made

of his own part inm it*.

Famous Men and the Bible. Before going to Egypt, General Montgomery(as he then
was) called his staff officers together at headgquarters, His final words to them
included the following: "Gentlemen, I read my Bible everyday and I recommend you
to do the same,"

It was J, G, Whittier who wrote:

"We search the world for truth; And, weary searchers of the
we cull best,

The good, the pure, the ’ ’ We come back laden from our

b beautiful, quest,

From graven stone and written To find that all the =sages said
scroll, Is in the boock our mothers

From all old flower-fields read.,
of the soul;

- o = e A e em mm e = e

THE CHURCH OF THE CORDIAL WELCOME, In Christts Name we welceome all fo the Services
of this Church., Within its walls no one need feel himself a slianger, It is the
Fatherts House, Here woe meet together withoul Aistinction., Here the gifts of His
love are offered to all His children,
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(Goring Congregational Church)
No. 1z June 1946,

MINISTER:- REV. F,J.H. HOMPHREY, D.S,0.
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A _THOUGHT FOR SUMMER DAYS,

"The house wns small, the rooms were few, but there were loggias, terraces
and pergolas all around it, to watch the sun, the sea, and the clouds - the
soul needs more space than the body."
——————————————— Axel iMunthe,

CHURCE Those who gathered together in Auguat 1940 for the first Sunday Ser-
NQTES, vices at Elm Grove would not have found it easy to visualise that six

years later we should still be warshipping in the School Hall, Some
who once attended have now passed on to a happier world, others have left the
district, ond it may de that in the months to come we may be meeting else~
where. But we atill have reason to be thankful for the experiences of the
past, and we shall hope to celebrate our 6th Anniversary Meetings at Elm Brove
on Wednasday, August 7th,

On that occasion our specisl visitors will be the Rev, Leslie Artingstall
B.A.,, ond J.8. Searle Ezq, of Brighton, The latter is Chairman of the Sussex
County Union, and he will s&lso be our Chairmen for the evening meeting.

The Rev., leslie Artingstall comes to us from the Pevensey Road Church,
Fastbourne, and will conduct the afternoon service and also speak at the
evening gathering, Our visiter has had two previous pastorates - one at
Swinton from 1910-15, and another at Flectwood 1915-19. The years which follow-
ed included long service with the London Missionary Society, first as North-
ern Counties Secretary, and from 1937 onwards as Assistant Home Secretary
and then Organising Secretary for the L.M.S. In 1937 he became General Sec-
retary of the inter-denominational Socisty -~ The Fellowship of Reconciliation,

In the course of his secretarial duties Mr, Artingstall has travelled no
less than 600,000 miles by road, and yet during all these busy years has found
time to write several pageents and plays, alsc pamphlets and a book entitled
"Towards a Christisn Economic."

On March 12th last, Mr. Searle when addressing the Annual Assembly of the
Sussex Congregational Union at Brighton spoke on the subject of Church loy-
alty, and his closing words were:- "What sort of s church would my Church be
if all members were Just like me?" He also pleaded that we should raise the
level of worship from the mere "going to Church", and was even bold enough to
ask that the work of the Church should have first clsim on our leisure hours.
NEY NOTICE BOARDS. The painted Church Boards, one of which stands in the
School grounds on Sundays, have been the good work of Messrs. Aldridge Brothers
of Warwick Street, Our best thanks are due to this firm, as despite heavy
pressure in business matters they made . special effort to favour us in this
way.
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THE ANTE-ROOM OF THE ANGELS,

This happy phrase has bcen used to describe 014 Age, and it may temper the
dislike of the young or the middle-aged to the idea that if they live long
enough they too will join the ranks of the old. It may be hoped that those who
have come to old age do not nced to have their dislike tempered, becauss it
does not exist.

It is not in the nature of youth %o wish to reach old age. Youth alone
seems a reasonable existence. A writer has confessed that after his 'teens he
always intended to commit suwicide at the end of his next decade, But when the
time came for jumping off Waterloo Bridge he found himself at the height of
enjoyment, and decided to go on living. It seemed in his experience that each
succeeding period was better than the last!

The Bible has very little to say about 01ld Age. In Eastern countries
and in ¢ld Testament times great respect was shown to the elders of a commun-
ity. The fifth commandment - the only one with a promise attached - further
secured this among the Jews. In the New Testement there is nothing about old
age, Paul refers to himself as "Paul tve aged", and in the Epistle of Titus
counsel is given to "aged women", but about old ege itself nothing is said,

It is not unlikely that the "life and immortality brought to light in the
Gospel™ was sgo real and vitalizing an experience, that even in the mortal body

fﬁévfthe!g-was o prevailing youthfulness, and the different age groups of which we
arc conscious scarcely seemed to exist, In Christ neither male or female,
young nor old.

: "The Christian hope of i—mortality presupposes an appreciation of eternity
here and now, and such a cont..uous experience of God as will carry us over
death into the fulness of life, The decay of the body is a natural process,
but the immortality of the soul is supernatural and grounded in the love and
purpose of God."

A B BE B B R I B B DL B B B B I B I

It ig interesting to read what a 73 year old man has written. He says:-
"The world, and the people of the world, and books pictures and music seem to
me much more interesting than they have ever seemed before, Towards other
people, old and young, of both sexes, I feel much kindlier, much more under-
standing, much more sympathetic, much more pleasant, than I used to feel when
I was younger,™ ' ;

Another writer notes that if old age is in some sense a second childhood,
it is because those who are soon to be with God in His everlasting Kingdom are

} given a final opportunity of becoming like little children.

' It is5 alleged that the old tend to re-live their past experiences, and
have little sense of time. It is indeed a common experience that though
memory of recent events may be confused in matters of seguence, and even of
nomenclature, memory of early episodes - even 70-year 0ld ones - is more vivid,
The old can visualise & name people & places never thought of for 60 or more
years, TWhen these are described to children and grandchildren they are to
them as & report of joumeying, and in a hitherto unexplored country.

There are deeper and more spiritual memories, experiences of battle,
defeat, and victory in the soul, "If we would give ocur best attention to the
tale of one who has had adventure in wartime, is there not more to be lesrnt
from those who are able to tell of spiritual victoriesi"

The different sense of time: the concentration on things that zeem re-
levant; the taking up of things that seem petty - these are features of old
age, and are much more meaningful than appesrs on the surface.
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It might be better for some of us if we had a different senze of time, and
were not so eqwger to £1l1l i% up with mundanc affairs, Who shall say what is
relevant and #hst ig irrelevant? Opinions differ, If the old are thinking of
what is relevant oo them as God's children. then they are likely to see life
as it is in %od’s intention. and that must be close to reality,

Plato in The Republic says "0ld age has a great scnse of calm and frecdom;
when the passieons reélax their hold then you have escaped from the control
not of one master but of many.

The Christian wview ¢f old age secs it not merely as an escape from the
passions. but a larger coportunity of realizing the gift of 1life & immortality
brought to light oy the Etecnal Son of God. By accepting the purpose of God,
by stressing the abiding things in experiencec, by using the time given as ever
in God's eye, and mainteining the zest of life, old agc may come to be the
Ante-room of the Angels,

"Grow old along with me; The best is yet to be,

The last of life, for which the first was made;
Qur times are in His hand, Who =aith ‘a wholc I planned’
Youth shows but half: trust .od, see all, nor be afraid.”
------------------------- F.J.H, Humphrey,

Qur Minister slso contributes the following:~ Miss Jordan, L.R.A.M.,
who has for some months helped us zo splendidly in the 3S¢rwvice of Fraise,
has writtcn to us from her home in Canterbury saying that it will not be
possible for her to return to Worthing for somc considerable time. She ex-
presses her deep gratitvde for "all the wonderful welcome and help received
at 3Zlm Grove,' We on our part are very sorry to loze the help of such an
accomplishsd pianist, and with our sincere appreciation we mingle our good
wighes and Christian greetings.

GOOD The United Service neld at the Molson Hall, Goring, on the evening
FRIDAY of Good Friday last. was so well attended that cvery available seat
SERVICE was in use, Qur own Church Fellowship from Elm Grove was well
represented, and the short (one almost felt it was too short) and
simple service was greatly enriched by the address given by our own Kinister,
He reminded us that to think of the Cross is neither easy or pleasant, It
bows us dovm with a gense of humiliation and shame, and hurts our pride.
But the Croas thet casts us down also 1lifts us up. The Cross that hurts also
heals. We are not helped by being lifted out of our troubles, but we may
find God in our troubles,

o ——— - ——

THE CHOIR., }r., Truss our Choir Secrctary writes as follows:~ "Our Minister has
already paid tribute to Miss Jordan's services as Leader of our Choir, which
we as members heartily endorse, If however she finds herself in a position to
retum, a cordial welcome wil. await her,

In the meantime Mrs. Galley has stepped into the breach, and we are
grateful to aer for allowing us to hold the practises at her home, and it
would gladden the lady's heart if scver 1 new members would join our ranks,
Thers must be somc good singers in the congregation, 1lay we ask what is hold-
ing them back?

ot e ———

TADIES ' WORKING PARTY., Under present cireumstences our Church activities arc
unfortunately so very limited in a general way that this continued effort stands
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out in welcore relief. Leetings are still held at member's houses, and the work ;
is done for the Aruy of Occupation. New members will always be welcomed,

P e ol o — ok il S s e o

COLLECTIONS FOR WARCH AND APRIL 1946.

Envelopes Loose Cash NATIONAL CHIIDREN'S HOME
£, =a. 4. £. =, d.
March 3. 3 2 41 2 15 7 Do we always appreciate the efforts
v 10, 2 1L 5 3 6 3 of those who endeavour to help on
A N 312 h L 3 good work?
"o24, > 0 3 L 5 9 In organizing a house to house col-
"3, 5 12 10 H 1 7 lection for the above Mr. Deslandes
April 7. 5 ¢ @ 5 & 5 himself has called at 200 houses
"ot 31 6 4 o4 7 twice -~ once for delivery of envel- o
RS 313 & 7 8 0 opes & again for collecting., And even
"o28, 2 13 9 3 6 11 a third call is sometimes necessary.
Other helpers are assisting in this
- - not too congenial work, and it is
£32 19 L o£38 17 L again hoPedgto raise a useful amount.
Totel
£71. 15, 8,

MISSTONARY NOTES, Our Missionary Secretary (Miss M.N. Stevenson) has recently
attended the May Meetings in London and reports as follows:~ "It was an in-
apiring experience to attend the London Missionary Society's Way Meetings.
They were held dn Westminster Chapel, and the great building waz full at each
meeting, The Annual Sermon was preached by the Rev, K.L. Parry, B,Se., of
Bristol. He took for his text, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel." {Rom, 1.16.)
We too have a gospel we are not ashamed of. It is the power of God unto
Salvation; of Vietory over sin and death,

Dr. Chirgwin said that almost half of the New Advance Fund of £200,000
had been raised during the first yecar, and it is hoped thet the remainder will
be given by Mey 194%. But if plans are to be carried out new recruits are
needed as well as money. Only 12 new candidates are going out this year, and
eéach of those vresent were introduced, and presented with a Bible by Dr. Berry.

A welcome was given to China Missionaries home from Internment Cemps, and
the Rev. W.F. Rowlands gave a vivid account of his 3} years in the Yangchow
Camp, He referred to the difficulties of organizing camp life, yet even so
there were schools for 300 children,. and sports, lectures and entertalnments
were planncd. The religious 1ife was divided into two - Roman Catholic &
Protestant . and servioces were held on Sundays and during the week., IMuch had been
rearnt from thig unique experience, and the years had not been wasted.

e =

NE\ MEMBERS., On April 7th we had the pleasure of welcoming into our Fellowship
Mrs. C,M. Preeman and Miss Nancy Tryhorn,
THAT WONDERFUL CHORUS AT DAWN The writer of a nature article makes reference
to the joy with which birds welcome the ccming of day. He suggests that "birds
facing the dawn with & gladness we have mislaid are inspired to burst into
song for song’s sake.”

Maybe that when we are in tune with the Infinite we shall recover what wve
have mislaid,
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EL¥ GROVE CERONICLE

{Goring Congregational Church)
No. 13 August 1946

TTISTER:- EEV, F.J.H. HUDHREY, D,S.0.
19, Robson Road, West VWorthing.
(Tel:~ Coring L1CL3),

A THQUGHT FOR THE TIMES
"The only thing to govern man is another and greater will, And apart from
God there is not another and greater will,,, There is a self-surrender which
is life and liberty, powe: and progress.”

(Dr. ¥.¥. Camfield),

CILURCH NOTES "Time is cried out upon as a great thief; It is people's o
Tault. Use him well, and you will get more fram his hand than he will ever
take from yovrs." ‘

With that thought in mind we can approach our 3ixth Anniversary Meetings
with thankful hearts, The years roll on, bulf our experiences at Elm Grove
have enriched our lives, and the passing of yet another year has added to
that cnrichment, thanks to those who have ministered to us,

The meetings to be neld on Wednesday, Augpust 7th, will once again consist
of two gatherings. The Scrvice at 4 p.m. will be conducted by the Rev, Leslie
Artingstall, B,A. of Pevensey Road Congregational Church, Eastbourne, Tea will
follow at 5,15, and unfortunately the times demand that we should bring not
only our little quota of milk, but eatables as well. ¥or the Evening Meeting
we hope to have as Chairman J.3, Scarle, Esa,, of Brighton. (Chairman of the
Bussex County Union), lir. Artingstall will also again speak to us, and
others who will take part include the Rev, B,R.H. Spaull, M,A,, and cur own
Minister the Rev, P,J.E. Humphrey, D.S.0. By our presence we all have tne
opportunityto greatly encourage those who have arranged these meetings,

Our Harvest Festival has been {1.ed for Sunday, October 6th, and this date
will also coincide with owr Pamtor's 4th Anniversary, During Ausust we shall
have two other visitors:- Aug. 11th owr services will be conducted by the Rev,
J.C.A, Bohn, of Brighton, and on sug, 18th the TPev., Sydney O, Morgan, B.D.
will occup the pulpit,

GOLDEN WEDDING Our friends Mr., and Mrs, II, Tvrrell of "Rufus Stone," George
Vth Avenue, celebrated this happy event on June 4th last, Flowers were sent
from the Church, together with written congretulations from Mr, Humphrey.
TRANSFER Our former Church Secretary -~ Mr, E.T, Wiseman - has now applied for
transfer for himself{ and Mrs. Wiseman to the Bexhill Congregational Church,
Our best wishes for their wellare will accompany sanme,

BEQUEST One of our Fellowship - Mrs, W.., Cuming - who passed away on Nov. 6th
(19L.5,)left £300 to the Sussex Corngregational Union towards the building of
the new Church in our district,
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SPIRITUAL FREEDOM
{linistcr's Contribution)

There are voices to-day vhich %1 us we are being robved of our freedom. The
many compulsions laid upon us by the state are like so many chains, We are a
long-suffering people. and it takes a long time to rouse us, but when our free-
dom is being incrcasingly threstened we surely need to remember that the price
of freedem is eteoraal vigilance and Hostir ourscives,

But the most sericus menace to freedom always comes from within, And the most
perfect and the most enduring form of frcedom is that which is maintained

from within. It is surmed up in some famous words, "Ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free." That is to say frecdom is cssentially a

thing which is produced noit by siriking ofr politicel or economic chainsz, tut

by removing a bandage from the mental and spiritusl eyes, A distinction should

be made betwecn "freedom from’ ond ‘“rreedom to." A man in prison may long for
freedom, but being set free 1f he has n. home to go to, or work to do, he may x
become an aimless and dispirited wanderer, Freedom is much more like health
and occupation than it is like release from prison,

Many people conceive of freedom too ncgatively as deliverance from externsl
restraints, as just being let alone %o please themselves, And they think the
stat: must stand by to guard this freedom. But it is an empty and idle free-
dom, and it leads to di “1llusionment and cynicism, ¥Frecdom necds to be better
understoed, There is rno veint in freedem 1# we do not use it to serve other
peopie. No decent msn ever wanted to he free cxecept to be able to do his job,
As cur Christian Faitk teaches, only in God's service iz perfect freedom, and
in His will is onr peace

There i1s a prayer in S7. Jobni's Gosuel which descrites the collapse of frec-
dom- "Every one that doeth sin 1z the slave of sin." Sinners are slaves.
Sinnezrs are oeople who have lrst thear liberty. We know that this is true,
We know how the imaginstisn can be stalned,; and suggestions of pride, self-
ishness, lust or cruclty. zar be 'edged in the mind, and foul and fetter the
whole being. It has b2en rarl that "a man does not need to be told that there
is danger of sin. He xnows that. He needs to be told that sin croucheth at
the dcer, and that he is at its merey. that he has losgt all, or much, or some
of his freedcm of derending himself against it: ¢ necds to be shaken out of
whatever rags of -omplazency he ma” still have ©: being teld bluntly 'You are
a siave'",

The claim that Jesus Christ came into the world to free the slaves of sin has
never been refuted, One of cwr modern pocts describes a personal experience
of how being defeatcd by sin he knelt by the Cross of Jesus and cried aloud
for Heaven's .did. And Jesue touched the soul and the poet found freedom,

"How do I know He is Jesus the Lord? How do I know He's the Christ of God?
I was leprous, and foul and mecon, T was blind and men trampled on me,

I fell at His feet and He lifted me up 'Have pity* I cried,ard He touched 1. eyes;
Saying 'I will, be clesan.' ‘Be opened' ie =aid, and I see,
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How do T know He's the Living God?
In corruption of sin I lay dead,
But life everlasting thrilled inioc me,
Wren 'Thy sins te Torgiven' He said."
—————————————————————————— ¥,J.H, Humphrey,
NATIONAL CHILDREN 'S HOWF ORPHANAGE
Mr. B.E. Deslandes reports that the house to house collection made in our
district during May for the sbove Homes resulted in the sum of 416 being rajis-—
ed. Last year tho ftetal was £11 - 11, =20 the latest figures make a noticeable
increase,
In organizing this local effort Mr., Deslandes desires to thank the following
collectors for their help:- Mrs. Ripley Collins, Miss Handford, Miss Mgrks,
and Mrs, Rule., An acknowledgemen® of the money thus ccllected has also been
recelrzd from the District Secretary as follows:-
Dear M. Deslandes
Thank you very much for cheque of £16, proceeds of Collection No,16.
May I congratulatc you on tht .splendid result. I think it is excellent, With
many thanks,

Yours sincerely, C.J. Wickens.
Appropriately enough at the time fthese particulars came to hand, ocur Minister
made reference in a sermon to the unfortunate "black taint™ given to the wvery
word "Charity." Mr. Humphrey reminded his hearers that the old rendering of
charity meant "the intensity of love." What a differcnce that thought mekes!

"OF Q00D REPORT" It is alvays pleasant even to dwell upon such things. Two of
our memoers have recently visited Bude, and they fuil confimm the report that
the Congregatisnal Church there i= a delight to see. Think of it! There
where the bin tregkers roar, and tae towering cliffs are drenched with spray
is a "gem of a Church.”

A Torquay arch-tect and a iocal firm of builder's plus a most enthusiastic
Minister and Clhurch Secretary, snd the regult i1s that this building erected
in 1935 is row the admiration of all visitors,

Of Gothic de¢siegn the red brick Towzr with its stone dressings makes a notice-
able landmark Irom the Dovns which stretch to the foreshore, Cruciform in
plan with Neve, Transents and Chancel, the latfer is reached by two stone
steps. Pantlied throughoub in oask, there is also a fine organ and a handsome
Communicen Taole. One of the stained glass windows is the only one of its kind
in the coun*ty. and over the entrance another window of Fellowship depicts

the Saviour welcoming the Family. Yet another is in memory of those who have
passed beyond the veil.

Hew much is owed to the untiring efforts of the first Minister - the Rev. B.A.
Millard (who died before the building was completed), and to Mr., J.G, Nelson
the Church Secretary, will possibly never bc known, but the Churech is a worthy
monument of their endeavour.

Why all this about a Church right away cn the Atlantic Coast 1line? What has
it to do with cur owvm little Feliowship at Elm Grove? Nothing except this,
What high qualities the building must stand for - great enthusiasm, deter-
minstion, courage, wisdom of planning, generous giving, and a whole host of
other virtues, And 1t 15 exactly these qualities which will in the next few
years pe nceded in our own distries.
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THE CHQIR 1In spite of dwindling numbers owing to the holiday scason several
of cur beautiful antkems have beea ondered by the Choir, But we are still
hoping that Mrs. Galley's efforts will be rew:oled by the advent of new mom-
bers, Qur full membership is only 14, and owinyg to domestic reasons we can-
not rely ol all being present at both services, A

Qur Minister himselfl is helped and encourcged by a good attendence of Choir
Members, and in that senss salone we gein when the musical part of our worship
is well maintained.

FOR THOSE WHO WERE NOT DPRESENT, Those who attended the Sunday morning ser-
vice on June 2nd, were privileged %o witness a lcvely example of capturing a
child's thought and imagination. The sermcnette could net have exceeded
much more than 5 minutes, and few words were necessary to drive home the sub-
ject, but the effcet on plastic minds might last a lifetime,

A weak piece of thread, broken by a child's hand typified the all too easy
manner in which unaided weakx humanity may succumb when faced by trial and
trouble, But wound around a goldsn co.mi of silk the fragile thread became
unbreakable, 3o we when our lives are intertwined with our Lord and Master -
need more be saxd? Mere ordlaary illustrations than this have sometimes alt-
erad the whole trend of life. And feor us grown-ups who so often feel near
breaking-point vhat a helpful and cheering thought for dark days.

COLLECTIONS FOR MAY AND JUNE 1946,

ENVELQPES INOSE CASH : INVELODPES I00SE CASH
£, 8, d. £, s, d. : £, 8, d, £. 8, 4,
MaY 5. 3 7 G 319 4 « June 2nd L 4 0 5 6 O
2. 2 2 ¢ B . " 9th L5 09 5 14 9
t 49, L 10 0 L 8 - % 4fLh 3 5 9 5 2 4
no26, 2 5 4 L 0O 6 0" 23rd 211 0 5 L 8
- : ' 20th L 5 9 6 6 3
£12 L L £16 13 A : £18 12 3 £27 14 0

TOTAL COLLECTIONS FOR CHURCH FUNDS - £75 - 3 - 8.
ADVANCING CIRISTIANITY It would octur to very few of us to say that the years
191l to 1945 constitute onc of the great ages of the Christian faith., The
idra of tho 20th Century ss an era of waning Christianity has been so often
expressed tiet it has come to be accepted as a statement of fact so plain that
few argue about it,
But a monumental seven-volume work "A History of the Expansion of Christianity"
has recently appeared in which every statement 1z documented and can be
checked by any resder. The writer's final judgement is that although in these
years the Christian religion has lost some ground in Europe, its gains over
the whole world far outweighs these losses; that in Europe the losses are
fewer than is commonly supposed, and tlat "Christianity far from disappearing
in 194) was o more potent factor in the total world scene than it had been
in 1944,
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ELM GROVE CHRONICLE,

puY
e

Ha. (Goring Congregational Church) Detober 1946

SITE OF FROPOSED NEW CHURCH:- Barrington Road, West Worthing.

iinister:~ A THOUGHT FOR HARVEST TIME
Rev, F.J,H. Humphrey, D.5.0.
19, Robgon Foal, . The spring of the year is charming,
but the spring, and even the full
Wwarm summer, are only preparations for
the fruitfulness of autumn, In fact in
a certein sense they only exist for
the harvest, the geason of mellow
fruitfulness, the time of attainment
end fullest pain,
Winter soon comes, and must come, in
the world end in us, and autumn slips
go easily into this chilly time, But
CHURCH TREASURER:- in itself, while it is here, autumn
Mr. E.W.J. West, . is the one period of life's richness,
Owermoigne, attainment, harvest, and mellowing.
Smuggler's Walk, And while a man is in the days of his
Sea Place, West Worthing. autumn he should be in the time of
S e e s e et it rat st ety his fullest power, peace, balance and
gain, Dr. James Black,

LR N

-

CHURCH SECRETARIES:-
Kr. A.J. Rule,

28, Wadhurst Drive,
Goring-by-3ea.

Iisz Handford,

29, Marlborough Roagd,
West VWorthing.,

L R N A E

L I I )

OUR PASTOR This Mews Sheet is due for distribution on Sunday Oct. 6th, when we
Lope {o celebrate our Harvest Thanksgiving., (Was there ever such a time when
we had greater reasson for thankfulness in this respect?)

But this dey will slso coincide with the Rev. F.J.H., Humphrey's Fourth
Anniversary at Flm Grove, and this occasion cannot be allowed to pass without
our expressing to him our very deep sense of gratitude, that in the later
vears of his honoured ministerial life he has so readily and so gracicusly en-~
riched our services in the School Hall, Without saying all that is within our
heart and thought, we ean very sincerely say that we feel truly grateful for
the way he has led us through thesc testing years, and for his helpful message
«nd teaching. Even when occasionally the evening congregations have been scanty
in attendance those present have been privileged to listen to sermons that have
been as helpful as they were besubiful in thought,

A year or so ago Mr. Humphrey himself suggested in one of his sermons
that time might not be wasted if some of us took a piece of paper and pencil
aad wrote down a list of all those with whom we have come into contact, and
w70 hove been a help and inspiration to us. The compiler of this "Chronicle”
tried to follow this advice, and made the attempt to tabulate such a list, The
number of nemes that oceured to one was .stonishing, and to sort out the names
a~cording to the degree of helpfulness almost impossible. 7But for many of us
two names would occupy a very prominent position in e list of thils sort., Need
it be edded that the two would be the Rev. Morriz Bold, M,C., and the Rev,

I, J.H, Humphrey, D.3.0.,7?
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CHURCH HWNQOTES

"There iz no) The passing of Miss May Green on August 27th leaves a blank
separation )  in our little Fellowship which will be keenly felt, As

in the realm) "Auntie May" she had made the "Children's Hour" a work of
of love.," ) special interest, and the little ones must have spent many
(7.7.H.,) happy hours under her guardianship and original planning of

varied subjects,
In Christian thought and sympathy we have all shared in the great loss whieh
has come to the family circle of Miss Green and Mrs. Humphrey.

LRI I N I O B R B B B B R A B R R N RN

QUR SIXTH ANNIVERSARY The Services held on Sunday, August 5th were both

well attended, every seat being occupied in the morming, At the Evening
Service the Choir sang Gounoud's lovely setting to the words "Send out Thy
Light," and as a suitable epilogue for the day a few friends gave personsl
testimony concerning the blessings received under the ministries of the Rev,
Morris Bold, and the Rev. F.J.H, Humphrey. The last speaker - a visitor

from the Fillebrooke Baptist Church, Leytonstone, testified how greatly he

had been influenced by Mr. Humphrey's ministry at that Church, forty years ago.

On the Jednesday following we once again had the real pleasure of welcoming
many friends from the Shelley Road Church, snd we much appreciated their
presence. But the attendance of our own members was just a little disappeint-
ing. Do we always realise how much we can help and encourage others by the
mere f%ct of being present? We may imagine that we shall not be missed, But
we are,

Qur visitors gave us plenty to think about, and the Rev, Leslie Arting-
stall asked some searching questions at the afternoon service. "What would
you have said to that?" or "What would you have done?" His text was "Have
faith in God," and his subject the faithlessness of the times,

At the evening gathering Mr, J.S. 5earle made a genial Chairman, and he
very effectively described =some who are loat to our Churches as being like
"the boy who was constantly falling out of bed, because ke was not far enough
in!" But if a mild criticism is permissible one doubts whether Mr, Searle was
right in ssying that the day of stained glass windows in Church Architecture is
over, In that case what becomes of beauty, colour, and pictorial message?
Especially in cases where plate glass would have little value owing to an
elevated position.

Mr, Artingstall's evening address was closely reasoned, and required con-
siderable concentration of thought., Speaking on "Peace as a By-Product® he
maintained that national sovereignty was inconsistent with security,

Our "Prime Minister," (Mr., Humphrey's title for the Rev. R,B,H. Spaull,)
spoke of the dangers of our day, and included amongst these the danger of dis-
illusionment and despair. Seientific discovery and political development
would not in themselves give us what was needed,

Mr, Rule in his Secretarial Report remembered everyone but himself -
an omission which Mr. Humphrey put right., And in closing our Pastor expressed
the hope that ere another Church Anniversary came round we might have a
building of our own to worship in., "It is not right" he added, "thal while
10,000 houses are demanded for people's bodies, not one is sanctioned for
peoplets gouls.”
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MISZACLES,
(Contributed iy Rev, ¥.J.H. Humphrey)

"A future life is, you think, unbelievable? How clear it is that death is
death for men;for all living things. Well, T should myself put the matter
rather differently., Tae presernt life s incredible, a future credible., Not
to ve twice-born, but once-borm is wonderful.. To be alive, actually existing,
to tave emerged from darkness arnd silznce, to be bere to-day is certainly in-~
credible, A pnilcicpher friond of mine couid never, he told me, bring him-
self to believe in his cwn exlstence, A future 1ifc would be a miracle, and
you find it @iffiecult tc believe in miracles? I, on the contrary, find it
easy., They are to be exmected,

The starry world: in %ime and space, the pageant of life, the process
of growth and reproduction, tie inztincis of animals, the inventiveness of
Nature, the rising and settiug sun, the affections and passions, the character
of thought, of will, intuit‘on, consciovrness, these singly and together
plunge the human mind i to rrofcund amazement to be in their midst, They are
all utterly umbelievable, mracles piled on miracles,

To ¢ criow old Pelion or the skyish head
0: e Olypus.
. « « Miracles? TFor my par’ 1 see miraclec everywhere, 1 see nothing but
works of magic. liracles sre not rare Lirds., They fly in flocks, they darken
the zky in theilr cmititudes. So much for miracles. Nature is not natural,
but supernatural, deligrtiag in morrels, in confrunding us with the astonish-
ing and impossible,
W, Dixon, "The Euman Situation.”

IADIES! The meetings of the ladies' “Jerking Party will be resumed on the 24th
WORKING of September st 55, Mill Roza, by bLind rermission of Miss Bennett.,
PARTY  The nends of the Army of Ccocupa®ticn have ended, but work will be

; continied for somé geod cobjects, and new members will still be wel-

comed,
COLIECTIONS TOR JULY AND AUGUST 1946
ENVELOPES. LOCSE CASH, : ENVELOPES, LOOSE CASH
¢£. so d. £. ”u ",L' c'E. Sc \d. £‘ 3‘ dl
July 7 hoo13 n L 13 O Aug, & 6 11 11 8 2 3
"L 5 4 3 4 Lk 10 tT 5 12 6
el Lk 3 41 5 19 3 "4t 3 4 9 5 7 8
w28 3 13 6 toqE 2 19 3 L M 7
a2 3 9 9 7 7 3

£17 11 8  £14 17 / £t6 5 8 £31 1 3
FULL 70TAT £79. 16. 2.
The Collection on Aug. 7th wuas nar a* uae Church Anniversary Meeting,
OTHER SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, July 28, Brotish & TForeign Bille Society £8,
July 7th & 21et Communicn -~ Pastcers Widows Fnd, £7, 1. O,
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OUR CHOTK We shall be very sorry to lose the serviees of ocur leader, Mrs,
Galley, for about six months, She and Mr. Galley will be sailing
for America in November, on a visit to their daughter, We wish them a very
happy re-union, and a safe journey both ways,
We must de our best to carry on during this absence, and provided our
numbers are not further depleted it is hoped to arrange some musical services
on certain Sundey evenings, pessibly once 2 month,

VISITING PREACHERS, On October 13th we are to have another chance to welcome
Mr. G.3. Clyde, of New College, And on Sunday November
10th, Mr. ¥ H, Young will conduct both services.

CORPORATION CHAIRS. Just prior to leesving home for their summer holiday our

two Becretaries were not a little perturbed on hearing
that the Worthing Corporation were asking that our borrowed chairs should be
returned. At a personal interview however, Mr, Humphrey and Mr, Rule werc
able to secure a promise that for the time being this request would be with-
drewn. But at the morning service on Aug. 25th our Pastor warned us that
this matter of seating accommodation is one that may have to be faced in the
not too distant future,

LICIE A B B R O R B N O A BB N B

"THE THREAD OF GOID" In his book entitled "The Thread of Gold" A.C. Bencon
writeés as follows:- "We are tricked into believing that
the artlflclal and highly coloured threads hold out promise of gaiety of
pattern, even though they have no lasting value. But our 'weak preferring'
is often over-ruled, and the golden threads are woven for us,....!'/e have yet
to learn that when things seem at their worst, they are perhaps at their best,
for then we are indeed at work upon our hard lesson; and perhaps the day may
come when, looking back upon the strange tangle of our lives we may see that
the time was most wasted when we were serene, easy, prosperous and unthink-
ing, and most profitable when we were anxious, overshadowed and suffering.”
The writer adds "I still believe that there is a Vill of God, and, more !
than that, that a day comes for a2ll of us, however far off it may be, when
these trapedies that now blacken the very air of Heaven for us, will sink
into their places in a scheme so magnificent, so joyful that we shall laugh
for wonder and delight,

[ N N AR L N N RN

"THE RED FLARE OF AUTUMN" "God of bright colours: rainbows, peacocks,
And the shot-silk gleam of springing
Wind-shaken wheat...
With daffodils in March,
Cowslips in April,
Dog-roses in May;
¥Who in the smouldering forest
Makes the huge
Red flare of Autumn:
God of a2ll the colours,
Unblind me to Thy glory,
That I may see! (F.¥W. Harvey).
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A huarty weleome to ail who sttend our Scrvices, Although we are for the time
being still meeting in the School Hall it 1s also the Father's House. Here we
Here the gifts of His love are offered to
all His children. And we still look hopefully forward to the time when we shall
The site of the proposed New Church is at

meet together without distinetion.

be able to have our own puilding,
Barrington Road, W, Worthing,

-—

MINISTER;~

Rev, F,d,H, Humphrey, D.S.0.,
19, Robson Road,

West Vorthing.

CHURCH SECRETARIES;-

Mr. 4.J, Rule,

28, Waghurst Drive, Goring-by-Sea
M¥iss Handford,

29, Marlporough Road,

West Worthing.

CHURCH TREASURER:-

Mr, E.¥.J. West, "Owermoigne,"
Smuggler's Welk,

Sea Ilace, West Worthing.

LI N I B N I I I N R RN N B B R B B B
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I remember it does not really matter,
the outer gate, someone whe has been walting and listening will know. As I go

up those few steps to the door, locked and unipviting - suddenly the door will be
opened from the inside, for someone who waits, cares, I shall cross the threshold
into the light and happiness of home,

If God be Father will He do less?

ineide "

THOUGHTS FOR THE CLOSING YEAR

"We are running a heavy raoe, and many

things tend to make us flag., But oth-
ers have run it before us and have arr-
ived. They form a cloud of witnesaes,
Chief of them all is the Blessed Lord
who ran His ruee, and won His crown.
With Him arc¢ those who ran, won, and
paszed on to be with Him, They belong
to us and we to them, But both they
and we belong to Him And that means
Heaven," F.C, Spurr,

"Sometimes when I am far from hore the
way seems long, the night dark, and my
body weary. With sudden anxiety I won-
der whether I have forgetten my key Then

When the last mile is ended, and I reach

That last door will be opened from the

ILeslie F. Church,

OUR HARVEST SERVICES, Once again our Harvest Sunday was favoured by lovely
autumn weather, and a bountiful display of flowers, frult and vegetables was
pleasant to lock upon, This day, (October 6th) was also our Pastor's Fourth
Anniversary - asnother reason for thankfulness.

4 large morning congregation must have been struck by the reading from Amos,
and the scrmon based on the words Chapter L, Verss 6, and its application to our
ovn times .., "I also have given you clesness of teeth in all your cities, and
want of bread in sll your places: yet have ye not returncd unto me, ssith the Lord."

At both serviccs our Choir gave of their obest in well-known harvest anthems,
and at the evening survice we also listened with great intercst to a "Pastoral
Symphony" ~ the story of Ruth and Naomi, coupled with helpful meanings for us all,
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THE BIBLE At the wish of lir, Humphrecy a group has boun formed in conncction
READING with our Churecnh at Elm Grove, and we are happy to report that as &
FELIOWSHIP  result of our Pastor's appcal from the pulpit over 40 have boen

enrollcd, As sometimes two or more in a family will oe using the
same pooklet 1t will probably mean that nearly 100 of our members will be reading
the same daily portion and notes.,

The knowledge that so many of our fellow worshippers are uniting in concen-
trating on the same pertion of seripture should help considerably in our Chureh
Fellowshis, The daily portions are given in a booklet vhich also contains notes
on the readings, and these notes conclude with something "To think over," and
occasionally a prayer, thus making Bible Reading much more enjoyable and profit-
able,

Our Pastor is a member of this Bible Reading Fellowship, and I am sure it
Wwill encourage Lim to know that the majority of the members of his congregation
are following suit, If you have not enrolled mey we hove the pleasure of enter-
ing your name now? The inclusive cost is 1/- per annum, or {/h post free. Let
our praycr be "Open Thou mine £yes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy -~

lawo" . B E E Desldndefio B R Fo Sect
[ N RN I I I N N I I AR
"THE MAN On Monday Octooer 21st Mr. Humphrey visited the Men's Meeting at the
IN THE PEA"  Baptist Church, Christchurch Road, and svoke to those present on
"The Man in thu Pew* - as seen from the Pulpit", This was a delight-

fully intereating talk, covering a wide range of personal experience, and enliv-
ened by meny humerous stories which greatly amused the well attended meeting of
men, At the "tea" which followed questions were allowed, and doubtless this pro-
vided an opportunity tc discuss many iateresting aspects of Church life,

Hed this meeting been more widely known one imegines quite a number of friends
from Elm Grove would have been present, and had a kindly reception frem Mr, Janisch,

LN RN EE N BN AR

AN URGENT APPEAL

Both the Choir and the Church very gratefully acknewledge the kindness of Mr. and
Mrs. Newman who so willingly offered that the weekly Choir Practises should be held
at their house, 61, The Rose Walk., So one real problem has been solved, and we
very sincerely thank these friends,

But owing to illness, removals, and ather causes, our Ghelr mcmbershlp has
very serlously declined, and there ig an urgent need for new members, Here is a
real oppertunity to rbnder Christian service, and 1t is very earnestly hoped that
some may come Torward,

"Pake my voice and let me sing
Alvays, only, for my King"

So wrote Frances Ridlcy Havergal in her - -ell-known hymn of conseécration and faith,
We cannot all rise to the epiritual heights resched by this writer, hut we can

sometimes encourdge others, and we can always serve our Master by using the gifta
hestowed upon us.

‘OOO.C‘..-...O..I.IOQ‘IOIQIQD
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CHRISTIANS THO ARZ HOT NICE)

vh, ds i{ that aome profiessing Christians are not as nioc ns some vho make
no Christian rrofession? It is often said to be so, The outer world Judges
Christianity by the kind of vcovle it Produscs, and vhen it meets professing
Christions who aro crabby or spiteful, or envious, it compares thom with non-
nrofessing people who are genial, charitable and generous, The world cxpects
Christionity in behaviour, It is right, If conversion to the Christian faith
makes no improvement in o vorsont's outwerd actions then that conversion is morc
imaginary thon real, The tree is lmowm by its frulds, When Christians behave
badly or fail to ‘behave well, they sre helping to diseredit the Christian faith.

HUMAN NATURE A “MIXED BAG,

But pcople who blame Christianity beocause some of its followers are not so
nice as some of its rejeotors, often seem to forget what a mixed bag our human
nature is, Men end womon as a result of naturel ocauses and early upbringing
have certain temperaments and dispositiong. (de may bé placid, good-tempered,
kindly and generous; while another may be nervy, irritable, 'suspicious; onc has
muoh in bhim that is niee, and another may have much in him that is not nice. These
Things result from natural causes, they are as we say 'temperamental,' The man
with the nice temperament is probably quite satisfied with himaclf, never think-
ing for a moment that it is God's gift. The man with the opposite temperament in
sclf-dissatisfaction, sometimes in self-loathing, often fecls himself the sinner
whom Christ Jesus came to save, Our Lord in the days of His flesh was charged
with being "the friend of publicans and sinners" -~ the friend of nasty people.
The nicc people of his time (meny of them, not all) were quite rcady to belileve
that their nicencss was their own doing, end did not feel the nced for any better
kind of goodness,

It was and is very difficult for the opposite kind, the timid, loncly, thin-
blooded people, or the passionate, sensuel, unbalaneced people, They know that
they ore sick and need a Physician, It is Christ or nothing. It is taking up
the Cross and following -~ or clsc despair. They are the lost sheep whom Christ
care to scock and to save,

WHAT GOD IS WAITING
s FOR.

But it must not be supposed that God regards a bad temperament as a good
thing, and a nice tomperament as a bad thing., He oreatcs sownd nerves, placid
tomper, and good digestion, So far as we know God was not straincd in ereating
nice things, but to convert rebellious wills, to makec new ereaturcs out of bad
stuff cost Him the Crucifixion, What God is weiting for from both nice and nasty
poople is the turning of their wills to Him, He wants the niee pcople to aok-
nowledge their debt to Him, and give Him the chenee of turning His gifts in them
to somcthing of cternal worth.

And these other poople who are not so niee, for thom He will do something bet-
ter than make them niec, it may teke a long time, but He is going to give them
beauty, honour, gloxy and immortality,

People who arc blessed with gifts which make kindness and virtue easy, need
warning, Much is ¢xpected from those to whom much is given, To elaim as onels

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 03 (06)

THE CHRONICLE: December 1946

N

own merits which are really God's gifts im to be a rewel, and is to have a mind
alienated from God.

But for peooule who feel themsclves to pe poor creatures, dogged day by day
by an inferiority complex which makes them despondent, irritable and wnhappy,
there is a Gospel of hope and Iove, Christ knows all about them, They are the
poor whom He blessed, One day He will give them an entirely new nature, He
designs to make them perfect as He Himself is perfect,

We know go little of other people's souls - their temptaetions, their opp~
ortunities, their struggles. One soul, our own, we do know, and it is the only
onc we must account for, Each one of us will have to give account before God,

The prayer of a little girl was:- "0 God make all the good people nicce,
snd all the nice people good." P.J,H, HUEPHREY,

] e A et P Yl Bt e i e S P P et e R A g et el B et et o o Pl Yot
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COLIECTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 1946,

Envelopes  Loose Cash Envelopes  Loose Cash
£, 8., d. £, 8. g, : £, 8, d. £. 8. 4,
Sept. 13 1 12 5 13 ¢ : Qct. 65 L4 8 Sec below
" 84 16 8 4L 11 4 : " 132 8 ¢ L 6 3
" 153 6 10 5 11 14 : 23 1M 0o 5 9 3
" 22 2 16 7 L 18 10 : "o27 2 18 9 5 5 0
284 1 8 5 1k 1
£18 3 7 g6 9 8 : £, 2 5815 0 6

TOTAL COLLECTICNS FOR CHURCH FUNDS £73. 16. 2.
Oct. 6. Collections for Sussex Cong. Union Home Missions £10. 2. 6,

AN EVENING HYMN

"Slowly sinks the setting sun, +  Lowly we¢ in harmony,
Light has faded, night begun, : Supplicate for all at sea,
Darkness creeps o'vr earth & sky, : On the land, :nd in the air,

Hear us from Thy throne on high., Safcly keecp them in Thy care,

To the poor, the sick the blind,
Help us ever to be kind,

May all people - sore distressed,
By Thy bountcous love be blcssed,™

(The above vesper verses,wtogethar with music for samu, were written and com-
posed by a member of our Elm Grove Choir).

Tt i Bt et T s e S e i L i e L ok e B B g o e S okl e RS % e i Y A g el e WAL Y ik S A P S e B Pt e

Sundey, Dec, 8th, Our Jerviees will I conducted by the Rev, J.H. Horn,

i ey et B B ek e e el i S ey i BT e ! e Y o i - —— —— an

"There be few triumphs in the world so high as thisg" says a writer, "that a man
should so keep the spring which God sets flowing through his heart, that to the
end no outcr circumstances should poison it,"
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