
The United Reformed Church has over 1600
churches in England, Scotland and Wales
with a total membership of about 46500.

It has over 1300 congregations, and 608
active ministers. It was formed in 1972
when the Presbyterian Church of England
and the Congregational Church of England
and Wales united, and it was joined by the
Reformed Association of Churches of Christ
in Great Britain and Ireland in 1981 and the
Congregational Union of Scotland in 2000.

The churches of Emmanuel in Worthing,
Sompting, Goring and Littlehampton are
part of the ‘Worthing Cluster’ and United
Reformed Church Southern Synod, whose
affairs are governed by General Assembly.

Goring United Reformed Church is part of the United Reformed Church in the
United Kingdom. At the beginning of 2018, a Joint Pastorate was formed
with Sompting United Reformed Church with whom we share Ministry.

It was early in the 1930s that Worthing
Congregational Church in Shelley Road
began planning to build a new church in
the rapidly growing area to the west of
Worthing. The present building was
opened in September 1961 when the
congregation became too large to be
accommodated in the church building that
is now the hall. This first building was
opened in 1948.

Other churches in Goring with whom we
share the Christian faith are English Martyrs
Roman Catholic Church, St Mary,
St Laurence & St Richard Churches of
England, New Life Baptist Church and
Bury Drive Methodist Church.

We are here to worship God and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ to all
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If you are new to Goring United Reformed Church and would like to
know a bit more about us, then you can very easily do that by either -

1. Picking up a "New Here ?" leaflet (Back of church)
ask a 'Welcomer' at the door, or -

2. Go to our website https://gurc.net,
just click or tap on the New Here? button.

Proof Reading: Mrs Jane Bond
Mailing Secretary & Treasurer: Mrs Susie Thomas
Please send any contributions towards the Chronicle and mailing cost to her at -

2 Ardale Close, Worthing, BN11 6HW

Weekday Activities

Editor: Graham Redman

The Chronicle costs approximately £1.50 each to produce. Whilst no charge is
made for the magazine, the Church would be very grateful for any donations
given to help towards its cost of production.
There is a box provided for such purpose at the back of the church, or
contributions may be made by post to Mrs Susie Thomas ( address above ).
Thank you.

CHRONICLE
https://gurc.net/chronicle chronicle@gurc.org.uk

Publications Team

Please refer to our website for up to date information
https://www.gurc.net/diary

01903 260568 chronicle@gurc.org.uk

The

Did You Know That -
During last month, 141 people visited our Members' Area page

If you haven't already done so, you can get access to our
Members's pages by Signing up with your own password.

Click on 'Log in or Sign up' at top right hand corner or screen

You should only need to log in once, unless you have
cleared your cache memory.

https://www.gurc.net/new-here-1
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From the Manse
Rev Andrew Sellwood

What Church could be like
The London Institute for Contemporary Christianity
(LICC) programme explained

I get to visit many churches in the Synod. Some are thriving and
growing, some are just trying to keep going, some are really struggling,
some may need to close. What category would you place GURC? I will
let you be the judge of that. It must be recognised the future may, no.
Will be, very challenging.

Some factors that we need to bear
in mind, diminishing numbers,
financial burdens, increasing age
demographic, fewer ministers,
larger groupings of churches. On
that last item I receive details of
ministerial deployment nationally;
there is one pastorate in the Greater
Manchester area that is made up of
16 churches with 3 ministers.
This seems to be the trend, large
groupings with fewer ministers.
Within a couple of years, the likely

scoping in our Synod will be one
minister to 4 or 5 churches.

There is work being done to be
more strategic, by then there may
be a whole new way of deploying
ministry yet to be discovered.
There is a dilemma, however, do
you put precious resources into
thriving churches to make them
even more successful or into
struggling churches to build them
up?

David Bosch in his seminal book
Transforming Mission askes the
question why is that particular
church is struggling in the first
place? He comes up with a few
possible reasons. The primary
concern is that the failing churches
have lost their vision, their
connection with Jesus. I find this
also in the passage in Revelation 2
3 You have persevered and have
endured hardships for my name
and have not grown weary. 4 Yet I
hold this against you: You have
forsaken the love you had at
first. How sad is that? The church in
Ephesus has done all the right
things battled through and
accomplished good works but have
lost their First love: There is a
definite coldness in their
relationship with Jesus. Things
aren’t as they used to be.

The passion has gone from them,
they are going through the motions
of being church but they have lost
purpose and vision.

So many churches just go through
the motion, they look busy say the
right things, but they have no heart
for the Lord. They are doing Church

not being church.

Don’t get me wrong I am not
judging anyone here, but the BBC
commissioned a survey three years
ago, answers were in confidence. It
was across all denominations and
free churches. I wouldn’t bore you
with all the findings but in the UK
on average 25% of church goers
believe in the Biblical account of
the resurrection, 21% do not
believe. 38% of Christians claim
Jesus Christ as their saviour. Note
the subtle difference church goers
and Christians. I am not sure why
they make that distinction, but it is
worrying the Christian figure of
38%. We need to do some work
within the church community first
before we embark on mission.

Matthew 28
18 And Jesus came and spoke to
them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with
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Closing date for the Summer magazine
articles is 1 May 2022

Please submit articles in either of the
following ways :-

The Form on our Website
E-mail to chronicle@gurc.org.uk

The Chronicle: Summer 2022

Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God,

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You brought
life out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day.

Thank you that the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!

No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, help us
to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive today and in
Him we can put our trust, completely and confidently.

Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is yet to be.

Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus name, Amen.

Daphne Kitchin (Parish Pump)

Solution to Puzzle on page 21
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you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.
The commission was not to get
yourself a nice cosy building make
sure it has nice fixtures and fittings
and be a holy huddle in my name. It
says Go … make disciples in my
name. Yes, we need somewhere to
meet worship and have fellowship,
but then we need to do something
else, don’t we?

The building should never be the
focus, Jesus should be. The
commission must spur us on to
mission. The founder of the "home
church" movement in England,
Canon Ernest Southcott, said it best:

"The holiest moment of the church
service is the moment when God’s
people—strengthened by teaching
and worshiping and sacrament and
prayer —go out of the church door
into the world to be the church.

We don’t go to church; we are the
church wherever we are."

That’s the daunting challenge before
us so here is something positive. As
you may be aware our church has
joined the LICC (London Institute for
Contemporary Christianity) learning
hub. We are committed to a two-

year programme of development.

Ten churches in our Synod have
joined the scheme.

The previous churches that have
gone through the programme have
seen significant results. So, the big
question is what difference will it
make to GURC? Not a lot if we don’t
embrace the core concept of whole
life discipleship. What does that
mean? Simply it means we need to
develop or in some cases rediscover
an awareness that we are disciples,
followers of Jesus all the time
wherever we are.

We are not Christians for an hour on
a Sunday morning. That sounds
obvious but many people have been
locked into that mindset. I realise it
may be a challenge to break out.
First, we need to refresh our vision
under the Lordship of Jesus. Then
understand the mission He calls us
to be involved in.

Clarity in understanding the
relationship between church in its
gathered form (things we do
together in a place) and the church
in its scattered form (things we do
when we are apart from one

another). This involves a change of
culture.

A simple first step to this end is to
show more grace and love to each
other, think before you speak,
foresee the possible implications of
your words. Are they sharp and
unnecessarily critical or are they
encouraging and helpful?

What welcome do we extend to the
visitor, how do they see us?

Can we be less grumpy and more
engaging after the service even
when we didn’t like the second
hymn.

Put personal preference to one side
as we are worshiping God together.
We all have different opinions.

We come together for the greater
good of Gods Kingdom.

I am usually sceptical about new
schemes for reviving churches.

I studied many of them for my MA
in mission. I soon came to learn
there was no silver bullet no magic
formula.

However, this LICC initiative is so
basic, so logical it just may work.
But we must all be part of it.

We need persistence and patience
it’s not an overnight fix. The church
is like a huge oil tanker, it takes a
while to alter course. More
information will be forthcoming as
we are just embarking on this
journey together.

One reason I have become excited
about this project is that it will
continue after I have retired. There
will be continuity established a solid
foundation for the interregnum. Just

A Few Smiles

Never buy a car you can’t push.

Never drive faster than your guardian angel can fly. – Anon

City Life: Millions of people being lonesome together. - Thoreau
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ACROSS:
1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet.
11, Horeb. 12, Yellow.
14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel.
22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy.

DOWN:
1, Will hide. 2, Minor.
4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe.
7, City. 8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice.
16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able.

Puzzles

Solution on page 31

The printed Handbook for 2021/22 in both A5 and A6 is avalable
by request from Graham Redman

Also in the Members' Area of our website
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During the summer we met in my garden. We were only rained
off once, and we all enjoyed meeting outside.

We started back in the Cornwall Room in September, with a mixed
programme of speakers and in house afternoons.We had an
interesting talk by Wilf Rhodes on his working life as a Pharmacist.

Rev. Trevithick as always gave a very Bible based and
thought provoking talk, it was good to see our old friend. We had
an afternoon of Carpet Bowls organised by Peggy Mott which
was great fun.

Our pre Christmas meeting was our own minister Andrew,
preparing us for Christmas, followed by Mince pies.

We have welcomed four new members, including one gentleman.

We are a group open to ladies and gentlemen, and would be
pleased to have more friends join us. If anyone would like more
details, I will be happy to help. Bobby Hitchin

Coffee, Tea & Cake Drop in

No Sunbeams
A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears.

When questioned by his anxious mother, he explained:

“This morning they told me that Jesus wants me for a
sunbeam. But I want to be a train driver!”

On Monday 10th January, after
nearly 2 years, we started
meeting once again. We have
slightly changed our name and
we are meeting at the back of the
church on Monday afternoons
between 2 and 4’oclock.

We have a Welcome board outside
the open church doors inviting any
passers by to drop in for
refreshment.

There are games available,
scrabble, board games, puzzles and
colouring books, but a discussion
and chat group developed quite
naturally and it seems to be very
popular.

It was a slow start but after 5 weeks
we have 12 people, 5 of them new
to the church and one of them has
been to a Service here and is
intending to come again.

Church members drop in or stay
depending on how busy they are,

and everyone is very welcome, so
please pop in. Valerie, Christina
and I take it in turns to bake the
cakes and make the drinks and
become part of the various groups
to chat.

We all enjoy welcoming new
people into our lovely Sanctuary.

Please pray for this group, that we
continue to grow and find new
ways to keep things fresh and
interesting, where people want to
come and enjoy a couple of hours
together. Rosina Bayley
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Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah:

‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)

Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas,

- which became a 1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)

Solution on following page

https://www.parishpump.co.uk
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Across
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22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah:
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13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)
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Tuesday Fellowship
During the summer we met in my garden. We were only rained
off once, and we all enjoyed meeting outside.

We started back in the Cornwall Room in September, with a mixed
programme of speakers and in house afternoons.We had an
interesting talk by Wilf Rhodes on his working life as a Pharmacist.

Rev. Trevithick as always gave a very Bible based and
thought provoking talk, it was good to see our old friend. We had
an afternoon of Carpet Bowls organised by Peggy Mott which
was great fun.

Our pre Christmas meeting was our own minister Andrew,
preparing us for Christmas, followed by Mince pies.

We have welcomed four new members, including one gentleman.

We are a group open to ladies and gentlemen, and would be
pleased to have more friends join us. If anyone would like more
details, I will be happy to help. Bobby Hitchin

No Sunbeams
A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears.

When questioned by his anxious mother, he explained:

“This morning they told me that Jesus wants me for a
sunbeam. But I want to be a train driver!”

On Monday 10th January, after
nearly 2 years, we started
meeting once again. We have
slightly changed our name and
we are meeting at the back of the
church on Monday afternoons
between 2 and 4’oclock.

We have a Welcome board outside
the open church doors inviting any
passers by to drop in for
refreshment.

There are games available,
scrabble, board games, puzzles and
colouring books, but a discussion
and chat group developed quite
naturally and it seems to be very
popular.

It was a slow start but after 5 weeks
we have 12 people, 5 of them new
to the church and one of them has
been to a Service here and is
intending to come again.

Church members drop in or stay
depending on how busy they are,

and everyone is very welcome, so
please pop in. Valerie, Christina
and I take it in turns to bake the
cakes and make the drinks and
become part of the various groups
to chat.

We all enjoy welcoming new
people into our lovely Sanctuary.

Please pray for this group, that we
continue to grow and find new
ways to keep things fresh and
interesting, where people want to
come and enjoy a couple of hours
together. Rosina Bayley
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Isabella Tree's Book

Wilding
Review by Hilary Redman

View from a Tree Platform

It is a little while since we have had a book review in Chronicle.
So here is something, that you might be interested in. (I have been
told that not all my passions are shared by everyone else!!)
Isabella Tree is a conservationist and environmentalist, married to Charles
Burrell the owner of Knepp Castle Estate, West Grinstead, RH13 8LJ.
It is land bound on the west by West Chiltington, and on the east by the
A24 and West Grinstead. Approach through Dial Post.
It’s history is documented from the 12th century until the present day:
from ‘William de Braose (1144-1211) lord of the Rape of Bramber who
built the original motte and bailey keep, now known as ‘Old Knepp
Castle’. When driving north on the A24 towards Horsham, and looking to
your left you may have see the remains of one of Old Knepp Castle’s
towers in a field, “standing on a knoll.” This is the last remaining part of
the Castle once frequented by King John on his hunting trips.

Today’s 19th century castle at
Knepp is privately owned by the
Burrell family.
It is easily possible to park in one of
their carparks and walk around the
estate keeping, of course, to one of
the four marked foot paths. Some
of the land in the south block
where Graham and I walked was
muddy and marshy - so you are
advised to wear your welly boots!!
An estate map is available from the
carpark, and the four paths are well
marked, identified by four colour
markings on posts, trees and
fences.
The estate was formerly
traditionally farmed, but in 1987
“Charlie Burrell inherited the estate
from his grandparents, but it was
already losing money.”
Intensifying the farm with various
schemes had failed to improve the
income.
In 2002 Charlie and Isabella, having
been favourably influenced by
many environmental and
conservation projects which they
had visited, made the huge
decision to sell all the farm
equipment and all the animals, in
order to make a new start.

Gradually during the following
years the estate was restocked.
The first new comers to arrive in
2002, were fallow deer. 2003 saw
twenty Old English Longhorns and
six Exmoor ponies, 2004 more
English longhorns and two
Tamworth sows and eight piglets.
2005 saw the introduction of an
Exmoor colt.

Red deer were introduced to Knepp
in 2013. In 2020 Beavers came,
under licence, to live at Knepp. The
first beavers living in Sussex for
400 years!! Wow!!
(A report on Beavers at Knepp can
be found on the Knepp Estate
website knepp.co.uk)
The 1.5 mile stretch of the river
Adur which crosses the land was
restored in 2008. As the re-wilding
progressed and the land was
returned to it’s more natural state,
and as the animals settled in so the
birds began to arrive.
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If everybody looks through broken glass, then together, we
are looking at a world that looks broken.

When I notice my crack… you
notice yours, and we start healing
our cracks, then we begin to look at
the world through clear glass.

And that’s what trauma healing
does. It starts unifying the world.

by Thomas Hüb

How many cracks have appeared in our window over the last few
years: COVID, Syria, the death of George Floyd and too many others,
floods, droughts, fires and now the invasion of Ukraine.
Can you make sense of what is happening?
Do you dare take a side other than on the side of “kill no one in my name?”
Imagine the unimaginable - your community being invaded. For
what? Consider the fear of people on both sides, one side for their
lives, the other side for seeing their sons, brothers and fathers coming
back in body bags. In whose name is this insanity being perpetrated?

What can we do to help the peoples of Ukraine and Russia?
Wilfred Rhodes

Three theologians at a conference centre sat discussing
the best positions for prayer, while a telephone engineer
worked nearby. “Kneeling is definitely best,” said one,
and backed up his claim by quoting a number of New
Testament texts on humility in Greek.

“No,” another contended. “I get the best results standing
with my hands outstretched to Heaven.” He quoted a few
texts on praise in Latin.

“You’re both wrong,” the third insisted. “The most
effective prayer position is lying prostrate, face down on
the floor.” He quoted a few texts on penitence in Hebrew.

The telephone engineer could contain himself no longer.
“Sorry to interrupt,” he said, “but the best praying I ever
did was in English, hanging upside down from a
telephone pole!”

https://www.parishpump.co.uk

Best Position in which to Pray !

http://knepp.co.uk/
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Have you ever seen a turtle dove? - The first to be recorded at Knepp
was in the summer of 2007 and features on the dust cover of the book.
The quotations below come from a Time line at the front of Isabella’s book.
March 2009 - A “Five-year monitoring survey reveals astonishing wild life
successes, including skylarks, wood larks, jack snipe, ravens, redwings,
field fares and lesser redpolls; thirteen of the UK’s seventeen bat species,
and sixty invertebrate species of conservation importance including the
rare purple emperor butterfly.” It was in March that the first ravens nested
at Knepp.

In May, “A mass migration of
11million painted lady butterflies
from Africa descends on Britain; at
Knepp, tens of thousands are
attracted by an outbreak of
creeping thistle.”
In 2012 “A survey by Imperial
College London identifies thirty-

four nightingale territories at
Knepp(from none in 2002) making
it one of the most significant sights
in the UK for this critically
endangered bird.”
In 2013 “Studies by Imperial
College identify nineteen species of
earth worm at Knepp, indicating a

marked improvement in soil
structure and function
compared with other farms."
The next year “Eleven male
turtle doves were recorded;
first sightings of short-eared
and long-eared owls."
Knepp now has all five UK
species of owl.”

2015/2016 “Dave Goulson of Sussex University records sixty-two species
of bee and thirty species of wasp at Knepp, including seven bee and four
wasp species of national conservation importance.”

2017 “Peregrin Falcons nest in a Scotts pine; a red back shrike sets up a
territory at Knepp for several weeks.”
In January 2018 “Knepp Estate was singled out in DEFRA’s 25 Year
Environment Plan as an outstanding example of ‘landscape-scale
restoration in recovering nature.’”
If you don’t fancy donning your wellies, and you willl need them! -
go to their website - https://www.kneppestate.co.uk

Enjoy 3,500 acres of land - owned by the Burrell Family for more than
220 years. Overlooking the lake is the 19th century Knepp Castle built by
the architect John Nash.
It is still the Burrell family home. Enjoy, Hilary
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He was so excited and thrilled to at
long last, after more than a year,
meet his new school friends and
teachers in person and loves going
to his school, he tells us. It was
fascinating to be in the
background when he was on-line
in the mornings, listening to the
teachers, the other pupils and to
Liam joining in. Neil and Gaby
chose IMA (Instituto Moderno
Americano) as all teaching there is
50/50 Spanish/English, so it's ideal
for Liam, and he can attend there
until university entrance. The
family took us out and about in
afternoons, evenings and
weekends and we certainly made
the most of our month-long visit,
seeing nearby neighbourhoods and
the colonial city of Merida with its
beautiful, elegant buildings around
the main square and wide avenues
with imposing, large mansions and
palaces, many now owned by well-
known commercial and financial
institutions which have kept the
original architectural style, so
helping to preserve some of the
city's air of bygone days.

When we flew into vast Mexico City
we were above miles and miles of
buildings and housing, whereas
flying into Merida we were over
miles and miles of green, lush
forest/jungle, before suddenly
seeing this smaller city.

Certainly the city has now been
expanding further and further
outwards, its suburbs being
developed with housing,
businesses, shopping malls etc, and
the main roads around about are
busy as you would expect.

However once you leave these
environs it is just those miles and
miles of jungle greenery with
occasional scattered small
settlements. The long-distance
'motorways' are a joy to drive
along, being in good condition and
mostly fairly empty of any other
traffic, - the M25 they are not!

They easily took us on our many
journeys around the peninsula, and
we'll let you know about these
explorations in the Summer
edition of The Chronicle.

Alan & Alison Westcott

The Parable of the Marriage Feast
St Matthew's Gospel 22: 1-14

(Courtacy of Parish Pump)

https://www.kneppestate.co.uk/
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at Knepp.

In May, “A mass migration of
11million painted lady butterflies
from Africa descends on Britain; at
Knepp, tens of thousands are
attracted by an outbreak of
creeping thistle.”
In 2012 “A survey by Imperial
College London identifies thirty-

four nightingale territories at
Knepp(from none in 2002) making
it one of the most significant sights
in the UK for this critically
endangered bird.”
In 2013 “Studies by Imperial
College identify nineteen species of
earth worm at Knepp, indicating a

marked improvement in soil
structure and function
compared with other farms."
The next year “Eleven male
turtle doves were recorded;
first sightings of short-eared
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220 years. Overlooking the lake is the 19th century Knepp Castle built by
the architect John Nash.
It is still the Burrell family home. Enjoy, Hilary

https://www.kneppestate.co.uk/
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This new group opened its doors on 5th February when a goodly
number of people came along with their crafts. Others dropped in to
see what we were up to.

There is a table on which is with ‘something to do’. This is so you can
have a go at something new or revisit what you have done before.
The first months ‘Arty’ task was ‘Automatic Drawing’.

Something lots of great artists do to get their
creativity switched on especially the Surrealists;
we probably call it doodling!!! The second
meeting on 5th March we got out the paint and
had a lovely time with bits of collage and colour.
We meet in the Sanctuary near at the back of the
church with the doors open for fresh air and to let
others know we are here because all are welcome
to join us.

We had a very enjoyable
time of creativity and chat in
a peaceful and light place.
It's a group of like minded
crafty people; who were
sharing ideas and techniques.

We meet on the 1st Saturday of the month
between 9.30 - 12.30 and would love to see you
with your art and craft.
Its a few hours to focus on your creative side.
If you don’t think you have one come along you
may be very surprised!
We look forward to seeing you. Caroline Hibbs

Art and Craft Club

..... with ‘something to do’
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After a couple of 'false starts' when
we had made bookings, only for
government advice/regulations to
change again, we finally boarded a
plane on 10th November 2021.

We were met in Mexico City by
Grace and Daniel, Gaby's parents
with whom we stayed overnight,
catching up with news and with
much chat and laughter.

A late-morning 90 minute flight to
Merida and soon we were walking
through the terminal to see Neil
and Liam (jumping up and down)
in the distance, waving madly at us.

Suddenly Liam could not contain
himself any longer and he came
racing past the barriers to welcome
us with huge hugs!

Driving to their rental home we
passed through the suburbs of
Merida and Liam excitedly pointed

out things and recited a long list of
everywhere he wanted to take us
and show us their discoveries since
moving there.

They have chosen to live in the
suburb of Cholul which remained a
small town for decades, functioning
mainly as the settlement for
servants working in the nearby
haciendas.

At the beginning of the 18th century
it had a population of 126, growing
to 154 by 1900. There was no main
or secondary road, thus limiting the
entry of outsiders. Until the late
1990s the town remained mostly
sheltered from Merida but with the
real estate boom of recent years,
many developments and housing
areas are being created in the
region. Most of these
constructions have been placed
outside the municipal Centro,

which has helped maintain the
original feel of the Plaza Principal,
and it still retains most of its
customs and traditions. One guide
book quotes “when visiting the
central square, there's an
undeniably welcoming feel to the
plaza. Even with the development
of its urban growth, the slow-living
feel and the warm breeze of
Yucatan have not been lost in
Cholul.”

We certainly found it to be of a
friendly and relaxing atmosphere
when we were exploring the local
village lanes.

All quite different
from the busy,
chaotic, hectic and
noisy atmosphere
of Mexico City!

The family firstly
showed us around
Cholul so that we

could 'get our bearings' and we
were able to venture out for a stroll
by ourselves and explore the area
when they were otherwise occupied
with schooling and work
commitments.

Mexican schools have not really
returned to pupils attending face-
to-face since the beginning of
lockdown, with lessons being
conducted on-line for the past
many months.

Although Neil and Gaby had visited
in February 2020, Liam had not
been there then and had to be
interviewed on-line and exams
taken in September 2020 before his
place was confirmed.

All his lessons on-line from 7.30am
to 1.30pm Monday to Friday, with
two 'breaks' for a drink/snack.

Villiage Square, Cholul
Colonial Mansion, Merida

The Long Pier of Progresso
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a peaceful and light place.
It's a group of like minded
crafty people; who were
sharing ideas and techniques.

We meet on the 1st Saturday of the month
between 9.30 - 12.30 and would love to see you
with your art and craft.
Its a few hours to focus on your creative side.
If you don’t think you have one come along you
may be very surprised!
We look forward to seeing you. Caroline Hibbs..... with ‘something to do’
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World Day of Prayer
Susie Thomas

This year’s World Day of Prayer service took place in Goring Methodist
Church (Bury Drive) on Friday 4th March 2022.

The theme was Jeremiah 29. 'I Know The Plans I Have For You' -
poignantly appropriate given the unfolding events in Ukraine. The service
was prepared by women in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Not Scotland, despite my voice and that of Trudy (representing St
Michael’s RC Church) being noticeably more northern than Hadrian’s
Wall! (Apparently Scotland set up its own WDP committee first, in 1930,
and stayed separate.)

The official artwork for the WDP 2022 service -
created by Angie Fox

Putting together the "party bags" ...

The Church was pretty packed -
lovely to see, but also slightly
scary in the times of Covid.

Poor Ryan was there as my
chauffeur and muffled up in a
mask practically facing the wall -
and I don’t think that was merely
out of embarrassment that I was
on the stage. I managed my
words ok I think (we just read
them - no learning involved) and
didn't set fire to the tablecloth
when I lit the candle 'proud face'

My parents would be SO proud.

The hymns were a mixture of
well-known (“Make Me A
Channel Of Your Peace”, “The
Day Thou Gavest”) and the
brand new “For Surely I Know
The Plans”.

The latter was written especially for
the event and despite hearing it
regularly I never could master the
phrasing!

Refreshments were provided
afterwards (the real reason Ryan
offered to chauffeur me I imagine)
- as ever they were themed
towards the country producing the
service. For some inexplicable
reason we eschewed jellied eels
and offered cups of tea, Victoria
sponge and Welsh cakes.

On arrival at the Church, attendees
were presented with a little ‘party
bag’ containing a beautiful paper
envelope with seeds, and a knitted
prayer square with a prayer.

These had been put together in
advance the week before, by four
of us sitting round a table working
as a human conveyor belt. I was
supposed to open the outer bags
but found it really tricky so moved
on to sticking the labels on the
outside. Frankly, it’s about time
someone found a use for me - bag
opening certainly isn't my, er, bag. I
would have been first in line to test
the Victoria sponges and Welsh
cakes, but sadly that position was
never advertised!

Next year’s service is due to be
held at St Michael's in High
Salvington and will be put together
by women in Taiwan.
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They flew to Merida for a couple of
weeks during February to visit their
chosen school and find a house to
rent in a convenient nearby area,
both of which they achieved,
returning to Mexico City to
complete all arrangements to
move. Then lockdown intervened!

Living in a fourth-floor flat
(although quite spacious) was
difficult for months on end with an
energetic and lively
6-year old, as countless families
here and elsewhere will know only
too well. They did go
up to the roof-top space
where washing is hung
to dry, so they could have
some fresh air, as children
werenot allowed to be on
the City streets, and either
Neil or Gaby could shop
but certainly not with Liam.

They spent some of their
time sorting out, packing
boxes and making arrangements to
move, so that all would be ready as
soon as they were allowed to travel.
They kept us informed of events
and it was a great day when they
rang mid-June 2020 to say that all
was in place for the removal van to
load on Saturday 4th July!

This truck left Mexico City mid-
afternoon and Gaby's parents
collected the family to stay
overnight with them before taking
them to the airport on Sunday.

It was then a huge relief to hear
that the van arrived safely at the
rental house by lunchtime on
Monday, a road journey of just
over 800 miles.

They soon settled in and began
adjusting to the changes in their
lives of different places to see, a
slower pace of doing things,

the temperatures, much higher now
at sea level as against Mexico City
which is over 7000 feet in altitude,
and other new experiences.

We received many photos and
updates of everything and we could
all hardly wait for the day when we
would be able to visit.

MOVING TO MERIDA, MEXICO

For those who have followed
previous jottings about our Jersey
and Mexican families, you will recall
that December 2019 saw them all
travel to Ferring for Christmas and
New Year celebrations. Thank
goodness they did visit then,
bearing in mind what was to happen
in subsequent months, putting paid
to our twice-yearly adventures to
Mexico City!

During that stay, Neil, Gaby and
Liam told us of their intention to re-
locate from the City to a smaller
one, Merida, situated on the
Yucatan peninsula. It seemed an
appropriate time for them to
change from the stressful lifestyle
and pace of life they lived with long

working hours and with Liam at his
nursery/school from 9am until after
6pm daily.

Gaby was being made redundant
from the city centre art museum
(change of director who brought
his own staff) and Liam due to
move on to junior school. Neil
taught English at the British Council
during the day and also held
private classes before and after
people's hours of work. He had
discussed with these private pupils
re continuing with tuition on-line
once he moved away and they were
all receptive to this, in fact this had
already begun.

Neil and Gaby had researched
suitable schools for Liam and as
Gaby had a cousin and her family
already living in Merida (also re-
located) they were given lots of
advice and help.

Fruit Stall: Cholul, Villiage Centre
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Susie Thomas

This year’s World Day of Prayer service took place in Goring Methodist
Church (Bury Drive) on Friday 4th March 2022.

The theme was Jeremiah 29. 'I Know The Plans I Have For You' -
poignantly appropriate given the unfolding events in Ukraine. The service
was prepared by women in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Not Scotland, despite my voice and that of Trudy (representing St
Michael’s RC Church) being noticeably more northern than Hadrian’s
Wall! (Apparently Scotland set up its own WDP committee first, in 1930,
and stayed separate.)

The official artwork for the WDP 2022 service -
created by Angie Fox

Putting together the "party bags" ...

The Church was pretty packed -
lovely to see, but also slightly
scary in the times of Covid.

Poor Ryan was there as my
chauffeur and muffled up in a
mask practically facing the wall -
and I don’t think that was merely
out of embarrassment that I was
on the stage. I managed my
words ok I think (we just read
them - no learning involved) and
didn't set fire to the tablecloth
when I lit the candle 'proud face'
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well-known (“Make Me A
Channel Of Your Peace”, “The
Day Thou Gavest”) and the
brand new “For Surely I Know
The Plans”.

The latter was written especially for
the event and despite hearing it
regularly I never could master the
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Refreshments were provided
afterwards (the real reason Ryan
offered to chauffeur me I imagine)
- as ever they were themed
towards the country producing the
service. For some inexplicable
reason we eschewed jellied eels
and offered cups of tea, Victoria
sponge and Welsh cakes.

On arrival at the Church, attendees
were presented with a little ‘party
bag’ containing a beautiful paper
envelope with seeds, and a knitted
prayer square with a prayer.

These had been put together in
advance the week before, by four
of us sitting round a table working
as a human conveyor belt. I was
supposed to open the outer bags
but found it really tricky so moved
on to sticking the labels on the
outside. Frankly, it’s about time
someone found a use for me - bag
opening certainly isn't my, er, bag. I
would have been first in line to test
the Victoria sponges and Welsh
cakes, but sadly that position was
never advertised!

Next year’s service is due to be
held at St Michael's in High
Salvington and will be put together
by women in Taiwan.



16 The Chronicle Spring 2022 17The Chronicle Spring 2022

KESTRO - Worthing Stroke Club

Although not a Church organization, most of you will know of the
close association that the club has always had with Goring URC.

It was started in 1982 by Rev William Connelly, Mrs Robin Bradley and a
few others; both then and now, the majority of the helpers come from
within the Church.

Robin put an item in the Welcome
one week asking for new helpers -
myself, Grace & Jim Hope all turned
up the following Friday afternoon
to Kestro. There we stayed!

Kestro helpers kept in weekly
contact with members by phone
when the club had to cease
meeting in 2020 due to covid 19
lockdown.

The club returned in October 2021
with fewer members but loyal ones
eager to get out again & meet up
with each other.

Kestro may close in July or it might
be able to continue in September
but without providing transport.

There are several reasons for this
but transport is the biggest
headache.

Three drivers turned 70 during
lockdown & are no longer able to
drive the minibus that we hire
weekly from Guildcare to transport
members to the club.

Kestro helpers had their meeting and the upshot is that most
are willing and wanting to keep the club going.

But from September, unless drivers can be found, it will operate
without providing minibus transport to the meetings.

Charlie is continuing as treasurer. Tania has agreed to be admin
secretary and contact person and Vic continues as leader.

I have emailed most of the local churches for drivers and inserted an
entry in the Worthing journal and the free magazines that land on
doormats. So maybe that will get a result.

Last year we lost our friend Carole Cullis, a loyal transport organiser.

We have a willing programme secretary, an enthusiastic exercise leader
and an excellent tea maker, but we need drivers for the minibus.

Volunteers seem scarce - retirement age has increased and retirees want
to be off 'doing their own thing'! I have contacted some local churches
and submitted entries to local free magazines and Worthing journal.

I am writing this so you are all aware of the situation and maybe have
a suggestion or know of anyone who could help keep the club going
for a few more years! Carol Webber

"

"
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