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The lanse,

My Dear Friends, December, 1356.

"There wa.s no room in the inn" is the most poignant phrase in literature,
There is no difficulty in taking it from its context and placing it in the
events of today. It fits as properly now as it did then, Millions of men and
women know what it is to be shut out and refused a resting place, If this coming
Christmas and the New Year we constantly reminded ourselves of this r'act some
doors at least would be opened. There has been a remarkable wave of generosity
sweeping over the country on behalf of Hungarian refugees. This was a 'noisy’
tragedy ~ other less strident ones have been with us these last ten years and
more. Maybe we shall be ready to deal with these too in a spirit of sacrifice.
You hear a great deal from me on this subject. I make no apologies for it. It
demands an ansver from every heart,

But there are other "shut-outs® too. Shut out from the love of family and
commmity: shout out from an adequate means of help in time of trouble; shut out
from the gospel. Some have deliberately cut themselves off, others have been
ejected. Tt will not be easy for these folk to feel any joy at Christmas or
look to 1957 with any hope. Many of them are afraid and almost ashamed to
acknowledge their loneliness and it becomes very difficult to bring help to them.
Nonetheless the Christian challenge to compassion has never been represented as
an easy one. In our modern society which grows steadily more impersonal we are
called to infuse the spirit of Christ's caring into the midst of life, In
recent weeks I have loocked into the face of real and ncar tragedy and every time
one of the things that has been uppermost in the mind of the sufferers is this
sense of being 'uncared-for'. It exists in the most improbable situations and
Jurks in many apparently contented hearts.

This involves us. The whole resources of the grace of God arc waiting to
flow through us. Let us determine this New Year that we shall be ready for that
grace to flood out in a greater volume of caring and loving than ever before,

God bless you all in every day of 1957. May Christ dwell in you richly and
may the Holy spirit strengthen you to do his will,

Yours wvery sincerely,

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 14 (01) THE CHRONICLE:January 1957

A "TRUSTEE' INVESTMEDNT

For a correct definition of the above wording please ask our Editor!  But
even for those of us unversed in banking and financial terms the very word
'Trustec! has an assuring sound.

And so facing the unknown happenings of yet another year, with its clamorous
claims, no apology is made for repeating some words printed in our ‘'Chronicle!
some years ago. Under the heading of "Another Financial Statement" Dr Trevor
Davies of Bournemouth was quoted as follows:

"Before we can derive any interest et 211 must we not invest our capital?
And the more capital we invest the greater ow interest...a hundred pounds of
capital camnot be expected to produce as much a5 a thousand. And a small

---------------------------- investment can only yield a swmall return... Our
"If we have lost : capital is our thought, our energy, our time, our
interest in things, in : sympethy, owr love, and a wise investment of these
{ causes, in people, in : will yleld a large reburn.
¢ vealues, mgy it not be What interest do we derive from the Bible, from .
: because we have ~ ¢ prayer, from the vorship of God? Must it not vary -
¢ stopped investing our : exactly in proportion to the emount of personal
¢ capltal in same? ¢ capital, our tine, our thought, ourselves, that we
H Dr T. Davies. : expend on those 2?20

The next few years may perhaps be a somewhat critical time for us as a
Church. A new Church building would in itself make fresh demands on our energy
and sympathy. And vithout any doubt vhatever there will be losses to make good,
and vacant posts that must be replaced.

And so this little contribution is written mainly for those who could, or
will, follow on. The writer was recently told of some folk who said they could
not afford to go to Church., Well most of us consciously, or unconsciously,
invest in something or other, and here is a 'Trustee' Stock which has scarcely
ever failed vhen tried throughout meny yeers meybe. Take some active part in
Church work end the reward will be yours, although you have not asked for, or
expected it.

Thomas Stoke Lynch in his hymn "Dismiss me not Thy service Lord" put it
like this:-

"And T will ask for no reward

3 "
Except to serve Thee still, c. H. C.

THEOUGHTS ON EVANGELISM.

There has of late been much discussion both within the Church and without,
both on the Wireless and Television, concerning the gap between the Church and
the great majority of the people outside who seem entirely indifferent to the
Church and its message. Many suggestions have been put forward as to how this
gap can be bridged: special efforts such as the Billy Graham campaign, the Tell
Scotland campaign, and meny others, bubt still the gap remains. Some good
results have undoubtedly been obtained, both directly and indirectly, by these
efforts, but by and large they have brought no solution of the problem. Much
genuine preparation was mode for these campeigns: volunteer canvassers and
Vvisitors were given special training and instruction: there was wide
advertisement through Press, posters, leaflets, etec., meetings were held for
prayer for the success of the efforts, and as a result literally millions of
people heard the message of the Church, but the millions were not brought into
the Church. Vhat went vrong? Did anything go wrong or are we looking for
wrong results? Are we ourselwves unprepared?
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What are we looking for? To bring men and women into the Church and so to
Christ? To bring men and women to Christ and so into the Church? Yes, both, bub
before we can do this had we not better usk ourselves what the Church and what
Christ have to offer to the people? Pundamentelly the Church offers Christ and
His salvation and primerily (apart from special efforts) it offers Him through
stereotyped orders of worship on Sundays. To those of us who have grown up in
Church our particulsar order of worship is very beautiful and very dear when we
participate "in spirit and in truth". If the true spirit of worship is there
the vhole act is one of reverence and re-dedication, and we go thence inspired,
renewed and uplifted; but if, through familiarity, we grow careless in our
approach, the whole act is dead. To an outsider it is deadly dull and meening-
less. He is repelled and has no desire to repeat his visit. No amount of
superficial friendliness or "bonhomie" will erase that bad impression; he has

had enough.
And so owr first step towards evangelisation is to put our house in
~ order --- to cnsure by simple preparation on the part of everyone of us that our

approach is reverent and sincere and that we do indeed worship "in spirit and
in truth",

But that priority is perhaps herdly correct. We camnot worship an unknow.
God, and before we can worship God the Father through Jesus Christ we must
know what Jesus means to us as owr Saviour, and as the Saviour of the world.
We must be able to say with St. Pa.ul "T know vhom I have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him."

But this is a matter which must be left to a further contribution if the
editor is able to accept it. ANCN,

ooCoo

THE NEEDS OF THE OVERSVPAS MISSION FIHELD.

The London Missionary Society is in wurgent need of men and women prepared
to serve overseas, not only as missionaries, but also as doctors, nurses and
teachers. Other posts for which technical qualifications are required are
also wvacent. It is desired to £ill these positions quickly, but the Society
is very conscious of the continuing nature of the demand for men and women to

o~ be trained for future service.

Rev, Barnard Spaull, who recently visited Madagascar, tells of the
urgency of this problcem in thot island., For instance two idssionaries,
husband and wife, havc as their field of activity an area the size of Wales;
other large areas have no Euwropean missionaries at all, The impossibility of
meintaining or extending the Christian witness in such circumstances is
obvious,

The L.M.S. appeals to any who feel called to give service overseas to
consider offering themselves for this work, and to communicate with the
Condidate Secretaries at Livingstone House, Broadway, Westminster, S.d.1.

UNITED CIVIC SERVICE OF IRAYER AND THANKSGIVING.

The Mayor of Worthing has invited the fowmspeople to unite in a special
Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving at the Assembly Hall on Monday, 7th Jenuary
1957, at 730 pem.

All congregations are urged to attend, putting eside, as far as possible,
all other engagements, and ensuring that the New Year shall be commenced in an
cet of dedication and worship.

Will Church members and members of the congregation please endeavour to be

present on this occasion.
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GIRLS' LIFE BRIGADE.

A brightly 1it hall, crowds oi happy excited children, and their parents,
was the scene in the Church Hall on Saturdsy, 2Lth Nowverber. It was the anmmual
display of the Girls' Life Brigade (5th Worthing Company).

The programme opened with the reception of colours, and devotions led by
the Company Chaplain, Rev. C.C. Frenks, and was followed by the presentation of
awards by the Chairmen, Mrs R.L., ¥Wilmot. The awards were for attendance, hand-
work, nature study, marks obtained at the Scripture Examination, helpfulness,
neatness, and for all those things that go to the making of a good member of
the Brigade.

Then came the various itemrs given by the Cadets, Juniors and Seniors,

The torchlight merching by the Senicrs, in the darkened hall, was very effective
as was also the song '"Ten Little Candles" given by the Cadets.

The whole performance was a proof of the excellent work done by the
officers of the Brigade, who week by week give up their time to the training of
the children. -  A.ILT.

CHEURCH NOTES.

WOMEN'S GUIID: The Working Pariy would like to thank s11 those friends who in
any way contributed to the splendid result of the Sale of Work
held in November. This enabled us to hand the sum of £266.3.2d. to lr Nodes
towards reduction of the mortgage on the liense, It is interesting to note that
as a result of our very enjoyable meetings no less than 524 articles were mnade
during the year, including 114 Imitted gerwents; also a parcel of knitted goods
was sent to Dr Barnardo's Homes.

A warm vwelcome will be given to any ladies of the Chwrch vho would like to
Jjoin our meetings. Ve commence the new session on Tuesday, 8th January 1957 at
2030 pem,

It has been whispered that the Working Perty is well known for its talking!
Evidently we are able to do two things well !! M. H,

CONGREGAT TONAT, MONTHIY: An appeal has been addressed to all Congregational
Churches asking if the circulaticn of the '"Monthly" cen
be increased, and we commend this matter to the attention of our readers, This
magazine does enable us to keep in touch with the wider Congregational fellow-
ship and it costs but 3d per copy. Miss Harke acts as our magazine secretary,
and she tells us that there are only eleven subscribers in the Church, which,
with a membership of about 200 seems a very small proportion. The New Year is
a good time to start taking the "Monthly" and Miss Havke will be pleased to take
your orders.,

A LEGACY: The late Mrs E,F, TFowell kindly reweinbered the Church in her will,

leaving £100 to the minister for ellocation as he considered fitting.
£50 has accordingly been placed to the Puilding Fund for the new Church, and
£50 in reduction of the Manse mortgage.

HUNGARTAN RELIEP FUND: The appeal vwhich I Franks made for help to this most

deserving cause met with an instant and generous response,
as a result of which the sum of £105.9.1. vwas contributed, and clothing which
eventually filled 30 boxes was also received and despatched. Included in the
total of cash was £11.8.3d from the Children's Church and £2.9.4d from the After-
noon Sundey School. Grateful thanks are due to all who helped to bring about
such a fine result,

MANSE TOAN: At the Church Mecting held on 29th Novenber, Mr Nodes announced
that as a result of the Sale of Work, the sum received from the estate of the
late Mrs E.F. Powell, and the rebate of Income Tax on Teeds of Covenant, he had
been enabled to reduce the loen on the Mense by £:00 - from 21150 to £750,
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This is a very satisfactory reduction to be wade in the course of the year, and
it follows that there will be a useful reduction in the annuel charge Lor interest.

MEMBERSHIP ITEMS: Our Church mewbership continues to increase and since our

last issue the following friends have been admitted, and to them we extend
a warm welcome, DMNiss L.K. Ball of 9 Rose “alk, ¥r & ¥rs Johnson of Limbrick
Corner, Palatine Road, and Mrs Baird of Ses Court, Jefieries Lane, Sea Lane,
Goring, If you do not already know our new members please take an early
opportunity of meking their acquaintance.

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 1959: This soundis a long way ofr, but it is not too far

ghead when it is a case of asking the busy secretary of the Congregational
Union of Englend & Wales, Rev, Howard Stanley, il,xz., to take the services m
this occasion. Fortunately Mr Stanley is gble to come and ve can for the next
two and a half years look forward to his visit. If you have your diary for
1959 handy you might mske a note of Sunday, 14th June.

FREE CHURCH EXCHANGE OF PULFITS: The annual exchange of pulpits among the

Tocel Free Church ministers takes place on Sunday morning, 13th January,
1957. On this occasion r Franks will be conducting the scrvice at West
Worthing Baptist Church, and our pulpit will be occupied by Rev. Hubert Janisch,
IeAs, the minister of Worthing Baptist Church, Christchurch Road. MNr Janisch
has conducted z notable ministry in Worthing for some 10/41 years and we look
forward to his vigit with keen anticipation.

WOMEN'S GUIID ~ FELLOWSHIP SECTION: Owr iirst meeting of the New Year will be

be held on 15th January at 3 p.w. when Mrs Askew will be the speeker,
Remembering the great interest aroused by the talk on Palestine given by our
minister, Rev. C.C. Franks, last year, it is expected thuat many members will
attend on Tuesday, 29th Januery, ‘wvhen Lr Franks will be continuing his talk on
this subject., On Tuesaay, 12th February, our spesker will be lirs Remfry (Mrs
Gilbert's cousin). It is hoped thet there will be a good attendance of members
to welcone Mrs Remfry, who is coming from London to tulk to us about her
experiences in the formation of a Women's Fellowship in Calcutta.

Please note that the fomen's World Day of FPrayer will be held on Friday,
8th March 1957, Details of the Worthing meeting will be amnounced later. A.E.T.

MEN'S FELLOYS SHIP: The first half of the 1956/57 session hos been an out-
stanalnrr success, both as regards speakers and nurbers, We have now a
membership of 24 and the sttendance at each mecting hes been over the 20 mark.
Amongst the speckers who favoured us with telks on o variety of subjects were
Rev. C.C. Franks, who spoke on "Problems of the Church", Reve H. Rowse on his
Civil Defence experiences in Croydon during the 1939/1945 war. Mr Normon
Cooke retailed his experienccs on his world tour which took 26 weeks. Our
good friend Mr Johnson read details of o murder trial and invited his audience
to act as jurors. Dr Chapmen gave us an insight into Egyptian civilisation of
5000 B,C. and held his hearers enthralled with facts regarding the Pyramids,
Templcs, Obelisks and his interpretations of the hieroglyphics engraved thereon,
As regords the second heoli of the session, beginning in January, we have
somc good speckers in view, including the celebrated air pilot, Capt,Jones of
BeOedeCo Ours is 2 heoppy friemdly ifellowship and any gentleman who cen spare wn
hour on alternate Tuesday afternoons at 3 veme will be most welcome. P, S 4,

I heard recently of a wminister and his wife who hove left the Church of
vhich he had cherge and have procecded overseas as missionaries. They have
threce young children who are left in this countey in the carc of relatives, and
wno will presumably not sce their perents again for some yuars, Moy I say quite
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frankly that I find it difficult to be gonvinced that God cells parents to leave \
young children in this mamner just when they most need parental care. VWhat do
your readers think?  Perplexed Congregationalist,
FDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

LETTER TO THZ EDITOR: "FPerplexed Congregationalist" raises an interesting point
in his letter and we shall welcome readers'® views, which please keep as brief
as possible,
RETIRED CONGREGAT IONAL *INISTERS AMD MINISIER'S WIDCWS: The inadequacy of the
provision mede for these loycl servants of the Church and its Master was
referred to at the Church Meeting held on 29th Nov. It was apparent that 1t
was not generslly realised how many ministers must look forward to retirement
with feelings of anxiety or even dread. Such a situation is unworthy of the
denomination and it is essential that steps be tuken to effect an improvement.
The piroblem would be solved if o peany a week contribution was made by all
Congregationalists, or if a levy on such a basis was made on our churches.
Surely few if any members would grulge such a contribution for such a cause.
The matter will be discussed at a later Church Meeting and it is hoped that —_
some recommendation to the Congregational Union will then emerge which can be
placed before the dencirination as a whole.
AS 1956 COMFS TO A CLOSE: Uppermost in the minds of most people as the year
dravis to a close is the unheppy international situation. We see Hungary in
its agony, confirming once again the btrutel ruthlessness on which the
Commmists system rests. Staiinism may be dead, but its successor is none the
less ready to use methods more reminiscent of 41000 years ago than of 20th
century civilisation, It is sad to reflect on what is happening in a country
in which so recently the World Council of Churches gathered for its neetings.

Events in Egypt have czused perplexity and dismay to many people in this
country, and some find it difficult to distinguish between war and "armed
conflict"., There seemed at one point a danger that the Commonweslth would dis-
integrate, but fortunately for the peace of the world that danger is we hope
averted. The great majority of the pronouncements by Christian leaders and
bodies indicated concern at and disasgreement with the Government's action in
Egypt, but it seems that Christian opinion is not regarded as of such political
importance as was once the case; this has been shown already in 1956 by the
introduction of Premium Bonds in the face of opposition from religious bodies of
all denominations, It is sad to reflect that such is the position and in
particular that the Non-conformist Conscience, once so powerful an influence in
public life, is now openly flouted or ignored by the Government. Who is to
blame? Hawve we Nonconformists failed our forefathers, who struggled and
suffered to such effect in the cause of social righteousness?

D et B = et et D R Bt gt et et Gk =8 e e Amn W et it o s S0 et S i ot S G e b RO Bk ey P A MDA A et M e MR e e S ot SO S Bk B ot Mmemt Putn p Sntand

GOLLECT IONS FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMEER 1955,

Envelopes. Loose Offertories., IEnvelopes, Loose Offertories
£ s, . £ s d. £ s. e £ 8 d.
Oct. 7: 12. 18, O 11. 16, 8 Nov. 4: 9. 12, 6 12, 19, 9
T 10, 14 6 11. 3. 1 11: 9. 5. 6 12, 15. 6
2t: 11, 9. 6 2. 1. 1 18: 9. 18, O 0. 1. 6
28: 10. 3. O 9. 15, 1 25:10. 8. 6 _S. 1. 9

Totzl for Two Months: £175. 3. 411d.
Girls' Life Brigade: L7413, 34,
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THE CERONKNICLE May and
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19 Brook Barn Way, West Worthing, (Tel: Goring I 319)
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THE. WINISIAR'S MISSASE

The Manse,
april, 1957,
My Dear Friends,

The financial result of Gift Day is certainly a cause of great Thanksgiving
to God., We can truly rejoice that we have been allowed to share in this leap for-
ward in the way of achieving Godfs will in the Wiilding of His Church, I believe
that the day was an unmistal.able sign of the blessing of God and at the same time
a challenge to use that blessing as a springkoard for the future. I would like
%o add my personal thanks for the kindness of so meny on that and other recent days.

The re-axrangement of the Children?s Church means that there is now some
additioral room in the morning service, If you have been hesitant in inviting
friends %o worship with you please hesitate no longer, either for the morning or
the evening. Our membership now exceeds our eccommodation and if everyonc was
able and did attend worship at the same time we should be in very serious diffi-
culties, but do not let that deter you. an opportunity for worship that is missed
is a loss not just of an hour but it has its effect in eternity, Certainly that
is true if we take the high view of worship to which Nels Ferrd refers in his
"mMaking Religion Real!, He says this, "When God becomes great to us and our
faith riscs, we arc swept away on its flocdtide and say I can, I will, do great
things., With God's help I ean release more help than I dare imagine, Worship
leads Yo the working of miracles, doing important things beyond measure for God.
Those who really worship are the "Fools for Christ's sake who see and do what
others know cannot be seen or done., Faith is always tested by our acting in the
present to change the futmire, These days call for the kind of faith that Jesus
demonsgirated and recommended, Worship glves power to work, eyes to see and a
heart “hat is at rest with God,"

If a wan comes *o Church ard says, "I am here at worship, now let it fulfil
its promises", he will almost certainly be disappointed. If he comes not only
to seck but to share then he will not go away without the power to work idracles
and to change the fubure., Let us worship the Lord our God,

Yours very sincerely,
C. C. FRalKS,
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SUNDAY EVENING, APRTL 7th,
STAINER'S "CRUCIFIXIOMN" nwUSIC

o nnass o o e A

(Carlyle was not so far out when he said, "The meaning of song goes deep,
leading us to the edge of the infinite, and letting us for moments gaze into that.")

"One never gets tired of hearing this.", was a remurk made to the writer on
leaving the Church. How true this is, for both words and music when reverently
rendered are in themselves as tiruly the gospel story as any sermon ever preached.

And allowing for the limitations of our tuilding etc., this Passion Sunday
migic mist have touched the hearts and minds of all the large congregation assembled,
Our Church was deeply indebted to the two visiting soloists, dr W. S. Marshall
and Mr John Polwin, whose words were perfectly heard, and who both sang with much
feeling and skill, Our best thanks are also due to several other friends who
s0 readily helped to augment our own Choir.

"King ever glorious!" as a tenor solo again thrilled us, and the lovely
duet "So Thou liftest Thy divine petition" was movingly sung by the friends
mentioned. Also the Choir sang the familiar choruses with great effect, the
imperious "Fling wide the gates" and "The appeal of the Crucificd" being especially
noticeable, Through many years we had to wait for our Church Organ, and ur F. J.
E., Bain is to be congratulated on the use he made of same throughout this service.
This was no musical performence with the waving of a conductor's baton, but Church
music at its best, and thosec present sang the now well-known hyms with much ex-

pregsion. There mist have been some wayfarers who passed by our Church during
the closing moments, and possibly some who had some knowledge of what was being
sung: ~ "Behold ke and see: pierced thro! and thro!

With countless sorrows - and all is for ycu,
For you I suffer, for you I die,
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?" C.E.C

The previocus notes stressed the need for sincerity in our worship and con-
cluded with the thought that we cannot worship an unknown God. Still less can we
proclaim an unknown Cod, and call others to His worship and His service.

The 01d Testament reveals God to us as the Creator - great; beyond all know-
ledge and all thought: a Holy and Righteous God: a God of Mercy and Compassicn,
aver ready to pardon and to bless those who turn to Him in repentance., It is a
truly great revelation and as we contemplate it our whole being is exalted and
stirred to worship and praise at our remembrance of His Majesty and Glory, His
Goodness and His Mercy.

But how occasional that contemplation and remembrance is for many of us: how
quickly the exaltation fades as we beccme absorbed in our own lives, their hopes
and fears, their joys and sorrows, If all that we have to proclaim about God is
Eis greatness, Eis righteousness and justice, yes and even His goodness and mercy,
we shall make 1little ‘mpest on those outside the Church. They arc satisfied with
their own standard of goodness and do not feel any need for a higher stendard, They
can go on being good and respectable without any aid from the Church, and they do
not feel that those within the Church are any better or more respectable than they
themselves ere,
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It is this indifference which we have to break down: this contentient with
their own standards. How can we set about this task? Only by passing on from the
revelation of the 0ld Testament to the amazing revelation of the seeking, sacrific-
ing, Love of God the Pather, made known to us through Jesus Christ in the Mew
Testaments That revelation nust have come to us ourselves: it umst have become
a reality to us, not merely a knowledge about God and His Love, but an intimate
knowledge of God as our Father through Jesus Christ, bringing us into coumnunion
and fellowship with God the Father. Yes, presumptuous though it seems, this is
our Gospel, and through it our lives are transfigured and transformed. Irans-
figured and transformed! No need then for great evangelistic campaigns: our lives
and our fellowship in the Church will be one continuous proclamation of God's love
and the joy of His service. We shall not need to preach a higher standard of
goodness, our lives will proclaim it - but only in so far as, and when, Wwe are re-
deemed by Christ, born again as sons of God unto Life Eternal.

Is this to be our Evangelism - to know God through Jesus Christ, to be mede
sons of God, to live redeemed lives? Does all this sound something like an anti-
climax, a vague and vain ideal, a repudiation of our duty to go into all the world
and proclaim the Gospel, an escapisi because the task seems beyond us? Ought we
not to do something? So John the Baptist seens to have thought as he lay in
prison and heard news that Jesus was healing the sick. He sends messengers to
Jesus, saying in effect, "This is all very good, but when are you going to get on
with the real work of redeeming Israel? Art thou he that shall come or look we
for another?" And the answer he received was a continuation of the works of heal-
ing and a message, "Blessed is he that shall find none occasion of stuwbling in me."”

lo, this is not escapisim: it is the greatest of all adventures - the adventure
of faith in God, and those who embark on this adventure will find no primrose path,
whether it be in the home, the office, the workshop, or in some seewmingly wore
dedicated calling., It way be the way of the Cross, but rough or smooth, if Christ
inspires it and companions it Be will shine through it and use it for the bringing
in of His Kingdor, ANCDL,

On Thursday, 2nd May, there will be an Africa evening in connection with our
Migsionary activities. With all by whom Livingstone's nanie is revered and his
work acclaimed we are paying hiw homege, Ee died on 1st may, 1873. On 18th April,
187 the highest honour the nation could confer was granted him, when his body was
interred in Westminster Abbey. We, as a church, would honour his memory too. We
are having a film of his life with exhibits from Blantyre and elsewhere, We also
shall think of the problems of Africa today, and of its special necds.

Please keep this day free, and as part of the world church let us all
celebrate this unforgsttable anniversary,

Our church needs imore collectors for the London kissionary Society for new
arecas, Who will volunteer? Eere is a way of serving in this great adventurc -
the World for Christ! EILDA GREY,

Our Church is a corporate member of the Worthing branch of the Association,
but this does not absolve individuals from responsibility. If every church member
were also a member of U.N.A. how much more informed, active and prayerful support
our representatives would have in the General Assembly, the Security Council and
elsewhere! .

To all who helped in the National Refugee Cempaign the local U.N.A. Comudttee
is most gratefud. -3
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On 22nd February o fine and informntive address on "butual 4id" was given by
Mr Evans, Scoretary of the Economic Advisory Comaittee. He suid that U.D. attempt
to extend commonwealth principles to world schemes of rmtual aid, and that this
was a movement based on religious faith,

The blueprints of the Secretariut show governuents how to solve problems such
as wncmployment,. The International lonetary Fund assists in times of financial
stress. A grave note of warning wus sounded. In the Vest living standards rise
while in the ZTast they fall. If nothing is done to bridge the gulf politiccl
catastrophe will cnsue. Woar on want is most impertant; efforts arc costly but
these must be made by the West, Only a slight modificotion in our own stundards
would build up a surplus to help other countrics, and such help would achieve
victory in the cold war,

Space permaits only these few extracts from a really challenging speech.

EIIDA GREY,

CHURCH _NOTES

MEMBERSHIP ITEMS: Once again it is our pleasure to extend a welcome to a number: of

friends who have entered into the closer ties which ucuibership
entails and we trust that this step will mean added blessings for them and for the
whole fellowship of the Church. Ploase make a point of meeting the as soon as
possible., They are Mr W, Annible of 50a Goring Roud, Mrs Baluto of "Picld Eouse",
The Boulevard, kr R, E. Jones of 135 The Quodrant, Mrs O. M. Starss of 21 Granton
Roud, Mrs Sturton of "Stoneleigh", Palatine Road and Mr R, Whitney of "Karanooh",
Raleigh Crescent.,

At the last Church Mceting the resignation from uembership of miss Purslow wus
accepted with regret. Miss Parslow has joined the Parish Church at Goring and we
hope that she will find joy and satisfuction in the fellowship there.

We record with deep regret the death of Miss murk, who, although not a meuwber
of the Church, hid for many years been o most loyal and active member of the con-
gregation and of the choir, She took a kcen interest in all matters rel.ting to
the Church and she will be tuch missed by her many friends, Miss Muxk retained her
meubership of the Congrogational Church at Tollington Park, with which she had been
associated for many years and of which she was the senior mouber.

WOMEN'S GUILD ~ FELIOWSHIP: wMembers are reminded that our next ueeting will be held

on Tuesday, 7th may at 3 pewie rs West is arranging a
prograuise of Music for that afternoon, and we hope for a good attendance. TIhe last
neeting of the Session will be on Tuesday, 21st mkay at 3 p.n. This will be the
Anmnual General Business heeting; tea will be served and members will have an oppor-
tunity of seeing g1l the gifts collected by liss Thomms for the L.k.S. parcel. It
is hoped that all mewbers will be present at this meeting. AEE,

WOMEN'S GUIID = WORKING PARTY: On 2nd april the Working Party held their annual
"At Eowe" and about 100 friends attended, 4 nost

enjoyatle afternoon was spent by all who were present. On 14th May meubers of
Shelley Road Congregational Church Working Party are joining us for tea., 4any ladiles
of our own congregation who do not at present attend the Working Party will be very
welcome that afternoon.

It is the earnest wish of all mewbers that our secretary, Mrs W. G, Hite, will
soon recover from her disability, and we would like her to know how nuch we have
missed her. C.hm.N.

WEO WANTS A PTIANO? The Church has been fortunate in receiving the gift of another
piano for use in the small Hall and grateful thanks are extended

to the friend respcnsible and to those other friends who, in the past, have been

similarly generous in thelr gifts. The large grand piano in the Suall Eall now
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become surplus to present requirements and the Church is prepared to give it
without payment to anyone who is interested and will arrange for it tc b: removed,
It will be appreciated that this piano may require to have a fair amouni spent

on it to render it entirely satisfactory. FPlecasec adiress any enquiries on this
matter to miss Thomas,

CEURCE ANNIVERSARY: Please meke a note of Sunday, 23rd June, the day of the Church

Anniversary, The prcacher for that day is the Rev. A.E.Gould,
B.A., B.D., minister of Chelmsford Congregational Church, and formerly of Ramsgate,
Sutton and Robertson St., Hastings Congregational Churches, ur Gould is a preacher
of power and distinction, and is doing a great work at Chelmsford. ke is a broad-
caster and writer, having recently published "antidote to Doubt”, (Independent
Press, 6/6d,) Part of o commentary on this book reads, "Here many will find
victorious reassurance, and hope, as they turn to meet all that life brings with
the joy of Christian certainty in their hearts." We extend a very warm welcome to
Yir Gould and look forward to a grand day.

CEILDREN'S CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCEOOL AMNIVZRSARY: This anniversary will be held on

Sunday, 19th may, when the ser-
vices at 1M a.m and at 6,30 pom. Wwill be conducted by our own minister, Rev. C.
C. Pranks, No doubt therc will be good attendances at both services. This is the
occasion on which an appeal is made for the furds of the Children's Church and
Sundoy School and it is hoped that there will be a gcenerous response, as has been
the case in previous years,

THE GLET DAYs The Gift Day held on 13th March realised the remarkable sum of
£1946 for the Church Building Pund. This must be something of

a record for a church with a membership of about 200, and grateful thanks are due

to all who helped towards the success of this effort, 4s a result of this dey's

gifts the Building Fund has been approximately doubled, and now stands at £3860.

Please see below details of other efforts aimed at raising further sums for this

fund.,

CEURCE BUIIDING FUND ~ FURTHER EFFORTS
A COPFET MORNING: The Refreshment Committee has arranged a Coffee kornins at the
Church for Wednesday, 8th way, from 10,15 - 11,45 a.ui. There
will be one Gift Stall ~ of the "Bring and Buy" variety for which your support is
asked, The tickets are 1/- each and may be obtained from any member of the
Committee,

CAN YOU WIELD A CUE? Proficiency at Billiards was at one time said to be con-
clusive evidence of a mis~spent youth, In order to disprove

this contention some gentlemen of the Church are arranging at Seafield Avenue

occasional evenings!' play on an 8ft. x 4ft, table. It is proposed to charge 2/64

per evening (to include refreshments) all proceeds to go to the Building Fund.

If you are interested please see Mr Wood or Mr Curtis.

CHIIDREN'S COLLECTION FOR THE ZUIIDING FUND: It is very heartening to know that
the children took such a great interest in our recent Gift Day, and that altogether
they collected over £26, Thank you and well done children!

Our milk bottle tops, silver paper and woollens have so far raised £3,2,64.
We are still collecting these and also jam jars, so please will you still help us
in this way and so add some more foundation stones. B.J.F,
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"SUBMAT FOR INOWT"

Human nature being what it is, we all like "Summut for Nowt", which means,
being interpreted from the North Country dialect, "Something for Nothing",

Did you notice in the accounts published in the last issue of "The Chronicle"

' an item in the "Church manse Redemption aAccount" - "Refund of Tax under Jeeds of

Covenant", £87/9/6d.? This represented "Swnmat for Nowt"! How? By the fact that
some members of the Church who pay Income Tax at the STANDARD Ral'E on some part of
their income have taken out covenants to pay to the funds of the Church a certain
sum each year for a period of seven years, This can be paid, if desired, through
the medium of the weekly Free Will Offering ervelopes, and all that is necessary
to take out a covenant is to sign your name on a form, and either r H, Horsfall
or Mr G. L. Nodes will be pleased to do the rest for you.

It does not matter how small the amount may be, the Church will receive in
Tax Refund approximately 1479 for every £1 covenanted, without any extra giving
on your part. TYour contribution may also be allocated to either the Church hanse
Redemption Pund or to the Church Building Pund, or divided among these funds,

The Covenant becomes null and void in the event of death and no liability
rests on the estate of a deceased member,

Why not help the Church to receive "Summet for Nowt"? E.E.

THE "CHRISTIAN WORLD" CENTENARY

On 9th April the "Christian World" completed 100 years of publication and we
would like to join with the many others who have congratulated the editor and staff
of this journel on its long record of service to the Christian faith and of course
in particular for the fine stand it has always taken as a witness for all that is
best in Free Church life, This paper has had a special appeal to Congregationalists
due in no small measure to the fact thut the chadrman is Dr 4. G. Sleep, and that
the editor is mr E. H. Jeffs., iir Jeffs has a wonderful record of 57 yeers' service
with the "C.w."; this must be by way of a record even for Fleet Street, but judging
by the vigour of his writing he looks like going well beyond a Diamond Jubilee
before he thinks of retiring., At any rate we hope so, a3 the "C.W." without E.E.J,
doesn't bear thinking abouts

Ammong the many congratulations received was one from E.M, The Jueen; others
came from the archbishop of Canterbury, the moderator of the Free Church Federal
Council, the Chairmen of the various denominational bodies, from distinguished
churchmen and laymen, and from the leading periodicals in this country, including
"The Times" and "The Manchester Guardian”,

Best wishes as the second 100 years coumences, and may we recommend to
those of our readers who do not at present tuke the "C.W." that they consider doing
so and thus keep abreast with current affairs and thought in Nonconformist circles.

----- 000 00=~mme

COLLICTICONS FOR FEBRUARY and MaRCH 1957
Invelopes Loose Offertories HEnvelopes  Loose Offertories
Feba 32 £9e /lLl-o O B 100 20 3 l"iarb 3: ‘S 130 79 O £ 100 9. 11
10: £10, 16, 0O £ Mo 4o 1 10: £ 12. 13, 6 £ 10, Y 1
17¢£ 9, 7. O £ 9, 17. 6 17: £ 9,19, 0 £ 6. 15, 1
24 £ 8, 10. O £ 8 7. 1 2 £ 13, 1. 6 £ 10, 18, ©
312 £ 10. Oo 6 £ 9» 6o 9
£38, 7. O £ 39, 10, 11 £ 59. 10. 6 £ 48, 3. 10

EENETR

Total for Two months - £ 175,12, 3., L.k.S. kedical Missions - £33-.~

Contributions placed in the Garden Fund Box in the Church Porch amounting to 13/104.
are gratefully acknowledged,
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THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE

The Manse,
June, 1957,
My Dear Friends,

I notice that twelve months ago I was reporting in this place on the first
results of our visitation. Looking back we can honestly say that it was the means
of introducing more than a few people to the fellowship of the church. The fact
that more did not come is due to various reasons and one of those we are seeking
to rectify now., We are going out again, covering some of the old ground, and also
breaking into new territory where we believe that it is our call to carry the
nessage of Christ,

In a district such as ours this policy of outreach is more obviously and
immediately essential than in some others. It means that we have to be constantly
on the alert for ways in which we can present the Gospel, and ways in which we
can bring men and vomen, boys and girls, into reach of the presentation. It
might seem a little premature to talk about Autumn activities, and I do not want
to do so in any detail, but only to say that I believe that we shall be faced
with the necessity of expanding our work in some directions, and of introducing

7~ new activities to meet new needs.

The bock, "Evangelism and Pagan England" by J, Ernest Rattenbury makes
reference to questions asked of his denomination by a one~time President of the
Methodist Conference. They are these:

1. Is your church ready to receive outsiders?

2., Are the members a worshipping community, disciplined and informed in the
arts of devotion and prayer?

3. Can you make good to them the claim that the Ghurch is the Body of Christ,
and, most of all, that in God's house God comes to us as He does nowhere else?

These questions were asked of churches, It would be well if each of us were
to take them as personal enquiries, and if it is not now possible to answer "Yes",
then to set about meking it possible,

Yours very sincerely,
C. C. FRANKS,

CHIIDREN'S CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY --- 419th MAY, 1957.
The first service of the day was Holy Communlon, vhen the teachers and helpers
met to rededicate themselves in preparation for another year's work.
The children opened the morning service with a hymn of worship and thanks-
giving, This introit was to be used again at the evening service and indeed was
a key to the theme of the day. The Beglnners® hymn vas "God meke my life a little
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light", and this prepared the way for the Primary and Beginners' talk, illustrated
by flannelgraph, This was followed by the Primary children's hymn of Maytime, and
then these younger ones left, having taken part so sweetly and winsomely,

The 01d Testament reading was from Psalms, well read antiphonally by four girls
and four boys, followed by the most-loved Psalm of David set to "Crimmond", some of
the children singing the descant, The New Testament reading was from Matthew 16 =—-
Simon Peter affirms that Jesus is the Christ. The well kmown hym "Stand up, stand
up for Jesus" was sung by the children to a tune few had heard before, although
composed by & famous Cengregationalist, Dr, Eric Thiman,

The talk to the Juniors and Seniors was about the hands of Jesus --- healing,
helping, toiling and bountiful hands ~-- and hands that were nail-pierced for us all,

The main part of the evening service tock the form of a Festival of Praise,
showing how we worship God in Nature, in His saints, through His Son, and in His
Church, The first three aspects of worchip were introduced by representatives of
the teachers, and our minister dealt with the worship of God in His Church, where
all this is centralised and finds expression. Worshipping God in Nature was demon-
strated visually by the presentation of a picture and flowers, The worship of God
in His saints was illustrated by means of a "News Snatch Dialogue", an up to date
method for examples of some up to date saints and martyrs vwho gave their lives for
His sake recently in Ecuador,

Of course the children's singing throughout both services was the outstanding
feature and I am sure they all enjoyed singing as much as the congregation (and
especielly Mr, Herland, who trained the children; enjoyed listening to then.

To sum up: a memorable day for all of us, and a day of promise for the future,
when, we pray, at least some of these children will form the backbone of our Church.

D.M.W,

—

- ooQoo

CHRISTIANS AND THE HYDROGEN BOMB

Our good friend Mr, Malcolm Rutt is very well known as an able letter writer
in the religious and secular press. He has recently been engaged in correspondence
in one of the Worthing papers on the subject of the making and testing of the bomb,
and the following challenging call comes from his pen :

"Prayer is not enough". It is so easy to sit back, or kneel down for that
matter, if rheumatism permits, and say "Let us pray! O Lord, Lord!". But Jesus
put it very clearly, what alone counts is "the doing of the will of the Father in
Heaven", —~~ "my Father and your Father, my God and your God", —

Jesus also said, "I am come that ye might have life"; and I would submit that ~
there is no room for the Hydrogen Bomb and for its "tests" in that setting. These
tests are building up the mass murder and the mass torture of the humen race =--
our brothers and sisters with all "iron curtains' dovm -~~~ even without war bresking
out, Jesus moreover told us, "Consider the lilies, how they grow'; in other words
He insisted that this world is God's World, and to attempt to bedevil God's World
by spreading infamous poison over large tracts of it must surely be "the sin that
hath never forgiveness",

I feel that it is fitting that I should be writing this during the month of
Mays for in my view it is in our hands whether the babes that are yet unborn shall
grow up to dance in gay merriment around the Maypole, or be born hideous monstrosities
beyond our imagination to conceive,

I have challenged the Worthing pulpits to come out into “hec open and declare
themseives on this tremendous issue, and T challenpe them again, It is a question
of Jesus oi the Bomb, It is as starkly simple as that., In spite of Selwyn Lloyd's
deplorable outturst on the Radio in a wweu2:t "Woman's Hour?, in which he shamefully
described those of us who denounce the Hydrogen Bomb as "Communist fellow-travellers
and tools of Russia", and in spite of MacMillan's equally deplorable support of his
outburst, this is no party issue. It is a case of (to quote the old hym) "Who is
on the Lord's side?,

If organised Christianity fails to give the lead, if either in fear or apathy
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t "passss by on the other side", then history, and God, will pronounce the ineviu=-
«ble judgment, "I know you not", It is the supreme test of Christian Evengelism.
Are the Churches going to face it, and accept it, or are they going to betray their
Friend and Master for the thirty pieces of silver of party politics, or through
sheer spiritual laziness? »

And we asg individualg =~= daring to claim to be followers of that challenging
young man who defied the nationalistic religion of His time with the tragic words,
"If thou hadst known, even thou, the things which belong to thy peace" --- as we,
you and I, during the weeks which lie ahead watch the little ones at their delight~
ful business of spade and pail, let us remember those searching words, "For of such
is the Kingdom of Heaven".

Laymen talking theology eare usually frowned upon by the pulpits! I'1ll take it
and say this. Dogmas about the person of Jesus matter not two hoots, What does
matter - real Christianity -~ is the religion that the real Jesus of history lived
and died for two thousand years ago. And it was the religion of creative non=violent
love, 00000

It was announced from the pulpit on Sunday, 9th June, that the above article

= would be included in this issue, and an invitation was given for the case for.the
Government to be stated. There was one response only, from a member who desires to
remain anonymous, He writes as follows :

"Sirs, I pray you, consider the possibility that you may be mistaken", This
admonition of Cromwell's may well be addressed to the more extreme of the opponents
of the H, Bomb tests today. It is not difficulv 4o be confident and dogmatic over
an issue when the responsibility and consequences of decision fall on someone else,

There is a very impressive case against the tests, but scientists are by no
neans all agreed as to the magnitude of the danger inherent in these tests, and in
face of the fact that any decision to abandon the tests unilaterally may lay our
country open to conquest by an unscrupulous enemy, no responsible government dare
take the risk on the evidence at present available,

Those responsible for the defence of our country take the position that the
probability of war can be reduced most effectively by a build-up of nuclear weapons;
they are pursuaded that the possession of such weapons will act as a deterrent to any
other country contemplating an attack upon us, by fear of fearful reprisals., Such
a position may be open to argument, but it cammot Lidghtly be brushed aside, and
until it is completely discredited the Government must accept it, and seek to make
this country as safle as possible from attack,

- No one contends that there is no risk in this build up, but there are risks in
all courses of action. The choice is between two risks, (15 that of abandoning our
defence effort and laying ourselves open to attack, or (2) that of contimuing the
tests in face of the disputed danger to future generations,

"Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God".

MISSIONARY NOTES

Missionary Sunday services were held on 28th April and were conducted by our
minister, In the morning we were given a glimpse of the impressive farewell meeting
to recrults for the mission field, who are full of enthusiasm for the work to which
they have been called. Af%er some years of hard work and often of loneliness and
discouragement these earlier recruits retwm to indifferent churches and apologies
for smalrl meetings. What is the remedy for this apathy? A spiritually alive,
growing church, and a personal knowledge of missionaries and their special problems.

At the evening service the question, "Why Christian missions?™ was answered.
We believe the Christian religion is the truth. God the Father is revealed to man
through His Son, This is the perfect and true revelation of God, for which men
yearn., The only way to abundant life is Christ's vay, "Repent ye and believe the
Gospel", This is the way to communion with the Most High.

On the following Thursday evening, the amniversary of David Livingstone's death,
two films were shown. One was of Southern Rhodesia, and depicted the work there of
the London Missionary Society., The second film showed pictures of Livingstone's
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time of Seaching &t Kuruman, We saw his long journeys across Africa in search of a
route for peaceful traders to combat the slave traffic. In these travels the
Victoria Falls of the Zambesi were discovered, Later scenes included his meeting
with Stanley, his farewell to him, his long journeys in a litter as a sick man, and
his last summons in his lonely hut,

On the evening of 12th June, thanks to the enthusiastic activity of Miss
Thomas and Miss Lock, a coach party went from our church to the rally of the L.M.S,
Auxiliary at Arundel, We were fortunate in having as the principal speaker the Rev,
Donald Simmons, Assistant Home Secretary of the L.M.S. He spoke earnestly and
movingly of the challenge of the Islands of the Pacific, where he had recently
visited, Here, he said, are needs to be met and opportunities to be grasped.
Mounting costs made a 10% increase in contributions necessary if but some of these
needs were to be met,

Other problems were the premature withdrawals of missionaries which had taken
place, +the position of most native pastors who were bookless apart from Bible and
hymn book, as well as problems of discipline and of ethics. Some white settlers
were a bad influence; Mr., Simmons mentioned the case of murder committed by a —
Maori doctor after he had attended a "bottle party" given by a European doctor, this
despite the fact that Prohibition is the rule in the Islands.

There was almost unlimited scope if the men and women could be found to go- as
missionaries, and if the churches here contributed the necessary funds.

The Auxiliary Treasurer reported an increase in contributions of well over
£100 compared with the previous year, representing an additional 9%. He appealed
to all who were paying Income Tax at the Standard Rate to consider contributing by
means of a Deed of Covenant; this had the effect of raising, without cost to the
contributor, a subscription of £1 to £1.14.9d.

In a brief space during different months we. have tried to present a picture of
our missionary activities this year, which have not included the visit of a deputa-
tion, Any suggestions for our further advance as part of the Vorld Church will be
considered with thought and appreciation by the Committee, Hilds Grey.

CHURCH NOTES
MEMBERSHIP ITEMS: Once again it is our pleasure and privilege to welcome new members
to the Fellowship of the Church. Some are probably known to you;
please get to know the others as soon as possible, They are Miss Moyre Baird of
Sea Court, Jefferies Lane, Goring, who becomes an Associate Member, Miss Margaret
Curtis of Sea Breeze, Sea Place, Miss, E; Frost of 15, Lindum Road, Mr. & Mrs, =,
Frank Johnson of 122, Terringes Avenue, and Mrs. L,E. Manington of 15, Lindum Road.
We trust that for all these friends the step they have taken may be one which will
bring them great blessing, and that their joining in the closer fellowship of the
Church will bring to it added strength. .
WOMEN'S GUILD ~ WORKING PARTY: The final meeting of the session will be 25th June,
The new session will begin on 10th September. The
committee extend a very cordial invitation to all ladies of the church to Jjoin the
Guild, A.M,T.
WOMEN'S GUILD -~ FELLOWSHIP SECTION Our Tuesday afternoon meebings will be resumed
on 17th Eeptember at 3 p.m. when the Rev. C.C,
Franks will address us, It is hoped that all members will be present. A varm
invitation is also extended to all ladies of the congregatlon to join us on that
occasion, : AJELE,
VISITING MINISTERS: Mr. Franks will be avay on holiday for three Sundays during
August and we hope that for him and Mrs. Franks and the
children this will be a time of rest and renewal. There is no five-day week for
ministers, and no Ministers'! Trade Union to watch that they do not work excessive
hours, We all know that Mr. Franks does not spare himself and that a complete rest,
either for him or for Mrs, Franks, with their young family, is not by any means easy.
We trust however that the change will benefit them and that they will return ready
to face the Autumn and Winter activities with their usual zeal,
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During Mr. Franks absence the Sunday preachers will be as follows:

11th August., Rev, Clifford Barrett.
18th " Rev, R,G.W. Talmey.,
25th n Dr. Leslie Church D,D.

All three are "old friends" and we warmly welcome them to Goring again., Mr.
Barrett is chaplain to the Worthing Hosgpitals and also is in charge of the Congrega-
tional church at North Bersted, Mr, Talmey is minister of Spalding Congregational
Church, and Dr. Church is of course a Methodist of great distinction, both as a
preacher and writer,

THE CHURCH BUILDING FUND: By the kind invitation of Mr. & Mrs., G.L. Nodes a Garden
Party, the proceeds of which will be devoted to the Build-
ing Fund, will be held on Saturday, 6th July, from 3 to 5 p.m. at 5, Parklands Avenue.
Teas and Ices will be provided and there will be Competitions and a Bring and
Buy Stall. A hearty invitation is extended to all to be present on this occasion.

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS,
~—WHY IS IT? Can anyone explain why many Congregational churches which take quite a
keen interest in the activities of the London Missionary Society are
apparently little concerned for the work of the Commonwealth Missionary Society?
Apter all the C.M.3. is even more a Congregational organisation that the L.M.S. but
a reference to our own church accounts for last year shows that whereas we contributed
£138.2.6 to the L.M.S., £3.3.0 only was given to the C.M.S. This seems a matter for
consideration at Church Meeting. May we suggest inclusion on the agenda at an early
date?
PRENMIUM BONDS: So the first draw has taken place under this "squalid raffle", as it
was so aptly described, and great publicity has been given to "ERNIE",
the machine which selects the "lucky vimners"., It is sad to reflect that this country
has sunk to such disreputable mecans in the realms of government finance, with encourage-
ment to the "Get rich by any means rather than hard work" school of thought, A few
years ago it would have been quite inconceivable that a government of any complexion
in this country would adopt such methods, but it is unfortunately symptomatic of the
lowering of moral standards which has been all too evident in recent years, To
assert as does the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that these bonds are not a gamble is
absurd. If paying £1 in the hope of getting £1,000 is not gambling what is?

,AJE, UP AND UP AGAIN!: This seems to describe the position in this country in regard
to convictions for youthful drunkenness, which in 1956

amounted to 5385, compared with 4417 in 1955 —- an increase of some 22%, Between 1953
and 1955 convictions among those under 24's rose by no less than 43%, so that there
has been in so short a term as three years an increase of 74%!! The total convic-
tions (all ages) for England and Wales rose in 1956 by about 6,000 to 60,182, the
highest figure reached for many yecars. Is this something about vhich the Church
should be concerned, or should we preserve a deathly silence regarding it, as if
the problem just did not exist?

France, the land of the "moderate" drinker, now has over 200,000 TEENAGERS in
hospital receiving treatment for alcoholism! So much for the plea so often put
forward even in church circles alas, that "moderation" and not total abstinence
should te the aim, The mainstay of the iniquitous drink trade is the moderate
drinker, and vithout his custom this trade would quickly languish and die, thus
removing much of the temptation to drink which is thrust before our young people.
Can a Christian justify being a non-abstainer? We invite letters from any who feel
he can.

HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE? Did you hear about the Congregational minister who, in
giving out the notices said, "The preacher for next
Sunday will be found hanging in the vestibule", ?
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5 ATGEES:  One of the most tragic results of international strife in the past

decade or two has been that we now have millions of homeless, help-
One particularly bad spot is Korea,

less people in different parts of the world.
where thousands of children are still destitute following the tragic war which

devastated that land a few years ago.

The Oxford Committee for Famine Relief has

done fine work in relieving such distress, and in a recent appeal for funds states

that "A penny will provide a hot dinner for a destitute child in Korea"

This is

a grand cause deserving support from Christian people and we put forward the
suggestion that when anpropriate we have a retiring collection one Sunday in aid
of the Fund., Deacons please consider!

THE

HYDROGEN BOMB: T%e give in this issue two opposing views on the vexed question

of meking and testing the bomb.

Dr. Albert Schweitzer has given

a grave warning regarding the possible consequences on the future of the human race

of the continuation of these tests.

It does seem that agreement must be reached

among the powers holding the bombs if the world is to be saved from ultimate
disaster, and for the Christian there appears the obvious duty of doing all in his

power to bring about such egreement, with a view to the eventual outlawing of the

bomb altogether.
Does the fact that this country and the U.S.A, have the bomb act as a

deterrent?

——

We carmnot but admit that it was because this country was known to hold

stocks of poison gas that Hitler did not in the 1939/45 War adopt this method of

warfare,

The behaviour of Russia to its ovm people —=- millions murdered in cold

blood =-~ and to those of the satellite countries does not give grounds for feeling
that they would hesitate to indulge in nuclear warfare if there were no danger of

retaliation.,
FRICRITIES:

coffee mornings, church socials, prayer meetings and other activities?

Does Christianity demand that we take this risk?
Is attendance the "Yard Stlck"by which we measure our priorities? If

so (or if not for that matter) in what order do we place them when we
consider say, Sunday morning and evening services, Church Meeting, mid-week service,

No prizes

offered for the best lists, but the Editor would be interested to receive a fewl

DO _YOU KNOW _YOUR HYMN BOOK ?
We repeat at a reader's request the little exercise we have set on one or two
previous occasions, The following are lines from well knovmn hymns in Congregational
Praises Do you kncw the hymns in question?

1. Still all my song shall be, 2, Unseen but not unknown.
3. All laud we would render, 4e Land me safe on Canaan's side,
5. The weary find eternal rest, 6., Within all shadows standest Thou.
7+ To help and bless, to heal and save. 8, He bids the moon direct the night.
9 And let me to Thy glory live. 10, A Holy Spirit's energies,
11. Thou framer of the light and dark. 12. The long—forgotten prayer recall,
COLLECTIONS FOR APRIL and MAY 195]
Envelopes, Loose Offertories, Envelopes., Loose Offertories,
April 7 £10. 8, 6. £13. 6, 10, May 5. £ 9, 11, 6, £11. 15¢ 3.
14 £10. 18, 6, £10, 15. 8. 12, £12, 5. 0,  £10. 4o 9.
21 £11. 7. O. £15- 59 20 '190 £ 9. '180 6o - - -
23 £11. 18, 0. - - - 26, £12. 9. 6. € 8. 8. L.
£hlps 12, 0, £39. 7. 8. £4yy 4o 6, £30, 84 L.

e e e o)

Total for Two Months

London Missionary
Society -

Sunday School

Digitalisation by Graham Redman -

£158. 12, 6,

£18, 3. O,
£ 24s 5. O,

gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009

e



Vol. 14 (05) THE CHRONICLE: September 1957

©00n 800060 0P00000C0ORSPOCPEORO0O00G600O0O0DIGPENCEIPNROIGENOORDOIOOOLODO000OCCOIOPGGIRIORNOIOCOSIOPOISNRISNIDES

No, 81, THE CHRONICLE September and
: Bi=Monthly, Goring Congregealional Church October, 1957,

Shaftesbury Avenue

Minister: Rev, C. C. Franks,
19 Brook Barm Way, West Worthing. (Tel: Goring L41319)

CHURCH SECRETARY: : CHURCH TREASURER: EDITOR OF CHRONICLE:
lir Bs Cs Hoskins, Mr Go L. Nodes, Mr A, E. Pearn,

40 Robson Road, : 5 Parklands Avenue, : Furzedown,

West Worthing. : West Worthing, : Somerset Road,

Tel: Goring L3586 : (Tel: Goring 42731) : (Tel: Goring L330L)

T 1
THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE The Manse,

AugUSt’ 1957,
My Dear Friends,

It is holiday time, but it is inevitable that I should look beyond these wel-
come days of change to the renewal of activities in the coming Autumn and Winter,
Most of the organisations of the Church have already made their plans and others are
in the process of doing so. There promises to be a full and lively programme ahead
of us that will require from each member the utmost devotion.

Three aspects of our work, at least, could well be given our increased attention
and prayer, Firstly, the Monthly Prayer Meetings. These will continue on September
25th,, October 23rd,, November 27th., and December 418th., Attendances so far have bcen
disappointing and I would ask you to make a special point of keeping these days apart
for sharing in the fellowship of prayer, seeking guidance and power for the call of
Christ upon us. Secondly, the Devotional Church Meetings, Again it is the feeling
of those who attend that more among us could contribute to the effectiveness of this
mideweek opportunity for enlivening still further the life and witness of the Church,
In the coming session we shall be devoting some part of the time to discussing Stephen
Neill's "The Unfinished Task". This promises to be a stimulating project that may
well open for us new avenues of thought and activity. Thirdly, Bible Study. A small
group of us have been meeting over a period of several months and we shall be starting
again in September, We cannot know enough of the Word of God and I would invite any
among you to share in the meetings of the new session,

Prayer = Worship = the Bible, These are the materials of a strong and serving
Church. They are at our hands to use,

Thank you for the many good wishes for the holidays. We hope that in a week or
so's time we shall be with you again seeking to do Christ's worke

Yours very sincerely,
C. C. FRANKS,

MISSTIONARY BIRTHDAY SCHEME
"Happy Birthday to you", It has been suggested that Church members and friends
might like to give a contribution to the London Missionary Society on their birthdays.
Gifts will be gratefully received and may be handed to Mrs James, 6 Melrose Close or
to Miss E. Locke, 80 Melrose Avenue, Will those who are willing to join in the
scheme kindly give name and birthday date to either of these ladies. Your giving
will ensure a happier day for you and help the L.M.S.

E.W,L,
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If the reaction of our own church members is anything to go by, and there is
no reason to doubt that it is, it seems fair to say that throughout the Congregation-
al denomination generally the financial stringency under which marny retired ministers
and ministers! widows live is not realisecd. It is obvious that the low stipends
which ministers receive give little if any opportunity to make provision for retire-
ment or for widowhood.

Some facts and figures have been placed before our members at Church Meeting,
but for the benefit of those who are not present at thesc meetings, we give below a
few details which may serve to make the position a little clearer, '

There are two denominational funds from which non-contributory annuities are
paid, the Congregational Pastors' Superanmuation Fund, and the Congregational Pastors!
Widows' Fund, According to figures furnished at the May 1957 Assembly of the Cone=
gregational Union of England and Wales there were at the end of the Financial Year
30/6/1956 218 retired ministers receiving annuities, but the average annuity was but
77 Do, (just under 30/=- a week), The basis of payment is that a minister receives
£3 Deae for each year of service, Thus after 4O years he would receive a maximum of
£120 p.as There is however an income limit of £325 p.a. (recently increased from
£300 p.a.) so that no payment is made which would bring the total income of the
minister and his wife in excess of £325 p.a.

There were 262 widows in receipt of annuities, the average being £38 p.a. (under
15/~ per week), For the widows there is an income limit of £165 p.a. (recently in=
creased from £450 p.a.).

In the case of the Pastors' Fund about 85% of the income is derived from invest-
ments, mainly legacies bequeathed in bygone days. 15% only comes from current giving,
principally transfers from the Home Churches Fund., With the Widows' Fund, some 4?%
comes from investments and 53% from current giving, again mainly derived from the
H.C.7,

If we take the Congregational denomination as a wholc it appears that the current
income from all sources for both funds represents but 93d. a year for each member! It
is possibly an understatement to say that this does not appear excessive! It is
apparent that amelioration of the position of these good folk who have served so
faithfully can only be secured by an increase in current income, At our Church Mecet=-
ing on 1st August the following resolution was passed:=

"That this meeting is gravely concerned at the financial position of many re=
tired Congrcgational ministers and widows of ministers, It considers that the pro=
vision made for them through the Congregational Pastors' Superannuation Fund and the
Congregational Pastors' Widows' Fund is quite inadequate and recommends that an
appeal be made to all the churches within the Congregational Union of England and
Wiales to treat this as a matter of urgency with a view to a remedy being found,

This meeting makes the suggestion that in order to provide more adequate
annuities an assessment for this purpose at the rate of one penny per week per mem=
ber be made; that members be asked to give anmually at this rate (or at any higher
figure) and that any deficiency between the sum received from members and the total
assessment on the above basis be made a charge on the church,"

At the next Church Meeting the action to be taken by our own fellowship is to
be considered, and it is hoped that there will be a good attendance on this occasion
(as of course on all others!) Is it unreasonzble that the help suggested should be
given, or are we content to leave our friends in their present plight? AE.P,

It is a matter of keen and sincere regret to us all that Mr and Mrs Harrison
are shortly leaving Goring and moving to London. They will be much missed in the
life of the Church and by their large circle of friends, Mr Harrison served for
some years as a deacon and from the commencement of Mr Franks' ministry until last

-2 -

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 14 (05)

sumner he was Church Secretary. To this office he brought his many gifts, including
a long experience of Congregationalism, a sound and matured judgment, the ability
quickly to sum up a situation and last, but not least, a kind and sympathetic
approach to all the problems with which he was faced,

Our loss will be the gain of another church within the Congregational fellow=
ship, but we are selfish enough to wish the move was not to be. We wish lr and Mrs
Harrison good health and every blessing in this new episode in their lives which
will soon commence, and we trust that they may find occesion to visit Goring from
time to time in the days that lie shead. AE, P,

CHURCH _NOTES

NEW MEMBERS: We give a warm welcome to Miss Bedford and to Miss Matthews, both
" of 9 Strathmore Close, West Worthing, who were recently received into Associate
mebershlo of the Church.,

VISITING MINISTERS: On 22nd September our preacher will be Rev, Norman L. Jones

of Billingshurst Congregational Church and on 20th October the pulpit will be
occupied by Reve A. B. C. Headlam of Worthing., We look forward to these visits and
offer a cordial welcome to these friends,

SICK MEMBERS: It is inevitable in a congregation such as that at Goring, with a
big proportion of elderly people, that there should be a considerable amount

of illness among the members. This year, however, therc has been even morc sickness

than was anticipated, entailing for Mr Franks much visitation to hospital and home,

We would like these friends who are temporarily prevented from joining in the scr-

vices and other activities at the Church to know that they arc missed, and that we

all look forward to their return, fully restored we trust to health and strength.

_VISITING CARDS: Do you want any? They are not the ordinary variety, but are for
conveying the greetings of the Church to the Church Fellowship with which you

may worship when on holiday or otherwise away from home, Please use these cards

whenever possible; they are available on application to any of the deacons,

OUR SECOND LIFL DEACON: "First to come and last to go"; this we feel must be the

motto of Miss Thomas. Newcomers to the Church may wonder how things go so
smoothly when we do not have a full-time caretaker, They may wonder who opens up
and closes up on Sundays and at many week day meetings. The answer is "Miss Thomas"
who, year after year, has quietly and so efficiently seen to these very necessary
matiers.

Her term of office as a deacon ended earlier this year and it was a happy
thought that she should be made a life deacon, the highest honour a Congregational
Church can bestow, and one so well merited.

WOLEN'S GUILD - WORKING PARTY: This section of the Guild will be commencing their
Autumn Session on Tuesddy, 10th September at 2.30 p.m. in the Church Hall. A
very cordial invitation is given to any ladies of the Church to come and join us at
these meetings, and particularly we would welcome any ladies who have recently be-
come members of the Church and Congregation.
We shall be busy preparing for our stalls at the "Christmas Market" which is
to be held in November, M.H.

WOMEN'S GUILD - FELLOWSHIP: Our Tuesday afternoon meetings will be resumed on
17th Septgmber at 3 P.ms, when Rev, C. C, Franks will be the speaker. It is
hoped that therc will be a good attendance of members at this opening meeting of
the new session,
We should welcome any ladics of the congregation who may not yet have attended
the Fellowship Meetings, and hope that newcomers to the district will accept this
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invitation to join us. Our Anniversary Meeting will be held on 1st October when
Mrs Idris Evans of Arundel will be our speaker and Mrs W, G. Hite our soloist.

On 15th October lMrs Batchelor will be speaking to us about the work of U.N.O.,
and on 29th October we shall enjoy a film pcrtraying a "Holiday by Bus in the U.S.A."
given by Miss Monica Wiseman, ' AEE,

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP: The Autumn Session opens on 8th October when our minister, Rev.
C. C. Franks, will speak, his subject being "Christ and Men". On 22nd October
we shall welcome Reve Co G. Hunter Dunn, M.A,, who will speak on "Everyday Christ-
ianity"e A very warm welcome is extended to all men of the Church and Congregation
to join with us and to become members of the Fellowship. Please make these meetings
known to your friends; the previous sessions have been most enjoyable and we look
forward with confidence to another series of pleasant gatherings. P.S. W,

ALTERATION TO HANDBOOK: The following alterations and amendments have been notified;
please alter your handbook accordingly.

Mr and Mrs P, Attwood., Delete '180' and insert '408'.

Mrs M. Baird, Add Telephone Number - Goring 42333,

Mrs Balut. Insert 'Field House' and add Goring L1207

Miss Clifton, Delete 'Flat',

Miss Margaret Curtis, Delete 'Margaret' and insert ‘Margery'.
Mr and Mrs N, A, Dobson, Delete '32' and insert 'Crantock'.
Mrs E, H, Doyle, Delete '"16L4' and insert '168',

Miss A¢ M. Jackson. Delete '150' and insert '4154'.

If further alterations become necessary will members please notify the Church
Secretary as soon as possible, B.C.H.

BUILDING FUND COLLECTING BOXES: Miss Winifred Smith writes:- "Now that the Bank

Holiday is over will you all seriously think of your boxes and do your best
to beat the last collection made for the Gift Day, which produced just over £41.
Can we make it over £50 by 20th November, the day I hope to collect the boxes?

The amount will be added to the Bazaar total,

If there is anyone who would like to have a box in which to collect their odd
cash in the next threc months will they get in touch with me and I will be happy to
give or deliver one to them,"

Miss Smith writes on behalf of the Ways and Means Committee.

GIRLS! LIFE BRIGADE

On Tuesday, 25th July, seven new cadets were enrolled and welcomed into the
Company, During the past session the girls have been working hard to obtain as many
badges as possible before the display. For that purpose many attractive animals
have been made, and different articles of needlework and stools. Several of the
Juniors and seniors have passed the Countyy Dancing and Skipping badge tests.

A number of the girls competed in the Battalion Sports, but unfortunately the
afternoon came to an abrupt ending, due to rain, On 16th July, we had a beach party,
but again the rain tried to upset the outing, but we carried on and several of the
girls ended the party with a bathe in the sea.

The next session begins on 417th September when we shall again be pleased to
welcome any new members,

We shall be very busy preparing for the Annual Display, which is being held on
30th November, PLEASE NOTE THE DATE! We should like a little more encouragement
from the members of the congregation this year, so please do your best to support
the girls; they work very hard for this annual event and it will be encouraging to
them if their efforts are appreciated and enjoyed by their many friends in the Church,

M. AW,
- =
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CHRISTMAS MARKET : FLOWER STALL

A COFFEE MORNING was held at 107 George V. Avenue on Thursday 25th July, in
aid of the funds of the Flower Stall, After coffee was served a delightful Floral
Demonstration was given by Mrs Seaman-Reed. A Bring ard Buy Stall helped to bring
the proceeds of the morning to £26,15.6d, Sincere thanks to all who helped in any
waye ' E.H.

THE HYDROGEN BOUB

Mr Malcolm Rutt and an anonymous contributor gave in our last issue opposing
views on the subject of the making and testing of these bombs, Fach has since re=-
plied to the other's arguments, but we regret that pressure on our space does not
permit our publishing these replies in this issue., The editor's brother, Professor
B. R. Pearn, M.A., gives a brief note on this problem as follows:

"Opposition to the development by the United Kingdom of nuclear and thermo-
nuclear weapons appears to be inspired primarily by the danger of death, which the
use of such weapons is liable to entail, Some opponents go so far as to say frankly
that they would rather see our country subjugated by a foreign enemy than see it
engage in nuclear warfare,

Is this an attitude which a Christian can properly adopt? Surely to a Christian
what matters is not the survival of the physical body but the maintenance of the
integrity of the spirit. Can a Christian hold that it is better to submit to the
spiritual degradation involved in Communist rule than to resist, even at the risk
of death? Is this fear of physical suffering and death worthy of a Christian?

Frederick the Great was not a good Christian, but his cry to his troops on one
occasion may nevertheless be worth bearing in mind: "Cowards! Do you wish to live
for cver?"

UNTITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION

In the Church porch there is a book rack, containing much interesting material,
Among it is a pamphlet "Operation S,U.N." (Strengthening United Nations). This
pamphlet contains 18 proposals for strengthening U.N.O. I strongly recommend it
to you. In a very comprehensive and informative address on Thursday, 11th July, Mr
Jdo Gundry, J.P., the local U,N,A. Secretary, commented on these various proposals,
A full report of his address is not possible, but here are a few interesting points
for those who were prevented from hearing it,

World tension might be relaxed by withdrawing all troops from Eastern Germany.
U,N.A, favours restriction of the hydrogen bomb tests and negotiation for stopping
thems The Guard Force in Gaza is doing its work. Each country should have a small
contingent to help the Guard Force. There will be no progress in the Middle East
until Israel is recognised as a neighbour by the Arabs. The refugees of Palestine
are & political problem which may defy solution in our time,

International control of oil and waterways like Panama and Suez would ease
tension and promote peace, as also would economic aid to under-developed countries.
We want universal membership of U,N.0. 81 countries are now represented., Germany
and China are outside. China should be recognised,

Mrs Batchelor M.A., Membership Secretary of the local U.N.A. Branch, appealed
for more individual members, In a forceful little speech, by reference to past
history, she showed how the force of public opinion can change the course of national
and intermational policy. H. GREY,

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTING TO LONDON AIRPORT
After a lovely Jjourney we arrived at London Airport all safe and sound., From
the road we saw all sorts of massive aircraft come in to land, and they came in very
low, much lower than we had ever seen them before, As we came nearer the entrance
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even bigger 'planes came into view, Many were ready to take off with their engines -
running, Others were in their hangars being repaired or checked over, We drove in
at the gate through which the CQueen and other famous people arrive at the Airport.
From the entrance we proceeded round the police island and through the tunnel, up
to the Queen's building and lounge, From there we drove to the parking enclosure
and were joined by the guides with portable microphones, Then we drove right round,
back through the tunnel, which, being nearly half a mile long, had many points of
interest, and up on to the side road which runs round the hangars, including those
housing the . B,0.A.C, stratocruisers, one of which was the Queen's ‘plane, "Canopus'.
‘Then we went on right in front of the Constellation hangars. After this we
drove on towards the tunnel again and we saw beautiful luxurious airliners from other
countries awaiting their turn to come on to the runway. After lunch most of us went
up to the Queen's building and so to the roof gardens, In the show room of the
gardens was an exhibition of the Aer Lingus 'planes. On the roof gardens we had a
wonderful view and many of us took snapshots.
We assembled for tea in the runway enclosure on the grass and then made our
way to the coaches for the journey home, It was a wonderful day and I am sure that
we are much indebted to the teachers for arranging it all for us. Thank you teachers!
AMANDA ASHTON,.

LADTES, PLEASE DO NOT READ THIS,

If the gentleman who by mistake placed in "The Chronicle" box a small Italian
coin, in appearance somewhat resembling a sixpence, but in value representing little
more than a halfpenny, will apply to the editor he may have his coin back,

P.S. We are sure no lady would do such a thing,

LAST MONTH!S HYMN QUIZ

The numbers of the hymns were 480, 188, 28, 500, 158, 631, 556, 9, 655,
21, 621 and 343. Did you get them all right?

COLLZCTIONS FOR JUNE and JULY, 4957

Envelopes Loose Offertories Envelopes Loose Offertories
June 2: £11. 190 6 £10. 12, 6 July 7: £120 160 0 5911. 15. 3
9: £41. 13, 0 £12, 2, 2 1hs £11. 17. O
16: £ 7, 6. O £11., k4o 6 21: £11. 0, 6
23: £11. 13. O £15. 1. O 28: £9, 8, 6
30t £15. 7o O £ 9. 7o 1
6 £58. 7. 3

£57. 18,

Total for Two MonthSe o o o o o o ¢ s o s o
Pastors' Widows!' Fund (Communion Offerings) .
National Children's Home & Orphanage.  « » »

A warrant for £127. 9, 6d. has been received from the Inland Revenue in
respect of refund of tax under Deeds of Covenant, Of this amount the sum of
£27, 8, 64, is in respect of contributions to the Church Building Fund. The re-
maining £400, 1, 0d. relates to the Freewill Offering Envelopes and, under the
resolution of the Church Meeting dated 2.9.5k, has to be applied to the reduction
of the mortgage outstanding on the Church Manse. A further £100 will now be repaid,
thus reducing the Manse Mortgage from £750 to £650,
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The Manse,
October, 1957.

Cecil Hunt is the compiler of an interesting little book in which he has told
something about the saints who have been honoured with having a particular day in
the year given to their memory., In the foreword he quotes a third century Indian,
Kalidsa,

"Look to this day; for it is lifec, the very life of life;

In its brief course lie all the verities and realities of your existence;
The bliss of growth, the glory of action, the splendour of achievement.
For yesterday is but a dream, and tomorrow is only a vision,

But today well lived makes yesterday a dream of happiness

And every tomorrow a vision of hopc.

Look well, therefore, to this day.

Such is the salutation to the Qawn."

It is in the nature of age to look backward and often to regret today. That
has always been so., Youth looks to the future and yearns for the days to pass when
other doors will be opened and new vistas illumined, And together we are pronc to
forget this day, "This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be
plad in it" wrote the Psalmist in a hymn for a procession to the Temple, but it is
"~ equally applicable to every day. Whether the day be one of confident joy or painful
- strain still it is the Lord's day and in that day is the Lord who made and gave it.
Because that is our Christian conviction we need never lose our sense of victory in
Christ. We have an inner assurance for today which nothing can destroy. An old
friend of mine who, as he put it, is now entering his tenth decade, sent me this the
other day:~= "In 1780 the Legislative Assembly of the State of Connecticut had met
for business when suddenly the noon-day sky became overcast until all was dark,
Many thought that it was the approach of the Day of Judgment and begged the chairman
to close the Assembly and let them go home., His reply was decisive, 'This is either
the Day of Judgment or it is not; there is no cause for panic. The best thing to
do is to go on with our duty, Bring in the candles, ".

As we need to look at today as the Lord's day individually, so too is our neced
as a church, Whether we look at its past or try to peer into its future there rc-
mains one thing for us, It is that we should be found faithful in love and service
in this day. God grant it may be so0.

Yours very sincerely,
C. c. F’RANKS.

THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE
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Miss D, Williams has sent us the following list of suggested priorities:-
1« The Prayer Meeting. 2, The Service of Holy Communion, 3+ Sunday morning and
evening services, 4. Mid-week service, 5e Women's Fellowship.

Do you agree with this list? What about Church Meeting, regarding which the
claim is made that when we mect in humility and expectaticn the guidance of the
Holy Spirit is given?

"THE UNFINISHED TASK"

Once a month on Thursday evenings during the winter the church will consider
under the leadership of the minister its "Unfinished Task" at home and sbroad. This
is a tremendous and challenging theme, which we trust all members will consider must
demand their earnest study,

The basis of the study is to be Bishop Stephen Neill's book of the above title.
The following is a quotation from it:-

"The Church is the area within which the Kingdom is constantly making contact
with the world in judgment and renewal, To the Church has been committed the pro-
clamation of the Gospel in all its penetrating and explosive power, When Jesus said
to His Apostles "As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you", He was committing
to them that apostolate that He had Himself carried as the Sent One of His Father,
and which the Church now has to carry to the ends of the earth and to the end of
time. The Church is sent out into the world, for the salvation of the world, if
need be to give its lif'e for the salvation of the world."

FOR YOUR READING.  BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY MR FRANKS

For the Church Member. John Marsh, Uncommon Prayer, Cecil Hunt
The Unquenchsable Light, K. S. Latourctte. God in His World. C. S. Duthie
One Finger for God, Stuart Jackman. A Devotional Diary. J. He Oldham,

LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY NOTES

This Spring members of the Women's Guild provided several large parcels of
babies' clothing and work bags for our station in N. Rhodesia. Very grateful thanks
are duc to Miss Thomas for her enthusiastic organising of this effort and for the
despatch of the parcels, no mean task in itself, A letter of acknowledgment has
been received from Miss Barbara Lea and the following extract may be of interest to
all our members. = ~
"What a delightful surprise your parcels were! The bags werec most timely as
school has just begun. I like the variety of sizes and shapes in the vests. I took
somc of the vests to a branch Church and school arca, One I gave to a motherlcss
babys I usually scll them for a small price to avoid making beggars of the pcople.
The proceeds help with my clinic requircments."

CHRISTMAS MARKET

A Christmas Markct will be held in the Church Hall on Saturdey, 16th November,
to be opened by the Mayor of Worthing, Councillor F. L. Frampton, at 10,30 a.m.
The Chairman will be Mr M, F. White of Littlehampton.

Stalls are being arranged by the various Church organisations. Coffee will be
served at 10 a.m., Luncheons at 12.30 p.m., and Teas at 3,30 p.m.

There will be a Children's Fancy Dress Parade at 5.30 p.m.

The proceeds will go to the Church Building Fund, Please make this event
known to all your friends and ask them to come and help us. AM.T,
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr Editor,

I have recently read, and recommend to readers of "The Chronicle", the life of
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle by John Dickson Carr, obtainable at the Worthing Central
Library.

In addition to being a literary genius, the creator cf the World's bezt known
fictional character, Sir Arthur lived a life largely devoted to "good works". It
is interesting to note that he was born and trained as a Roman Cetholic, but deserted
this faith at an carly age and was for many years an ignostic, Eventually, ter
much thought and heart searching, he embraced the Christian faith again, through the
medium of Spiritualism. The latter years of his life were given over almost entirely
to the cause of his new faith,

I am persuaded that the verdict of the Master was, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant", W, G. HITE,

The 4th Amaual Display is getting near; please do not forget the date,
November 30th. Get your tickets as soon as possible firom any member of the G.L.B.
and encourage the girls by giving them your support, Mo AV,

The outside of our Church building is all that most of the people in the
district sece of it, and onc help to getting them inside is to meke it as inviting as
possible, Our founder membcrs were alive to this and thought, money and care have
becen spent in the lay-out and planting of the grournds. The task is 2 continuous one
and, as we have found out this year, if we think we can stand still on it the weeds
will not let us rest. Apart from the lawn mowing, which is paid for out of the
moncy subscribed, we depend on voluntary labour, As may be seen, we have made some
impression on the weeds, but it is urgent that more cleaning should be done this
autumn if we are to have a good show next season. Our workers are few and ageing,
and unfortunately two of them have been warrcd off by their doctors. Are there any
able-bodicd men who can help in this labour of love, or must we hire the labour,
which would soon exhsust our Garden Fund?

Gifts in kind wiil be welcome, and if any friends are thimming out their
herbaceous borders and can spare roots of pyrethrum, polyanthus, gallardia, etc.,

can take a few, The garden round the scat we want to make a sented one. We

[ _~ are promised honeysuckle. Any offers of shoots of white scented jasmine, dwarf

lavender, sweet briar or roots of lily of the veolley? If any friend has a green-
house in which to raise bedding plants, could he put in a box of lobelia and/ox
purple alyssum for us?

Of course, with money labour and plants can be bought, but the personzl touch
and interest would be in some ways a finer solution., Offers of labour or plants ov
money will be gratefully received by Mr Nodes, HeJH.

(Mr Nodes wishes to emphasise that it is labour as well as plents that is the
neced, A big supply of plants and no help in dealing with them would constitute an
embarrassment,

CHURCH NOTES
WOMEN'S GUILD - FELLOWSHIP: It was good to sce such a large gathering to welcome
Mrs Idris Evans when she spoke at our Anniversary Service on 13t Cctober,
Several new members have joined us this month and we would gladly welcome more,
Our programme for November and December is as follows:
Nov. 12th: Mr A, E, Pearn will tell the story of the Field Lane Instituticon
26th: Devotional Meeting, Speaker = Mrs M. Wilson Wheeler.
Dec, 10th: Christmas Service, arranged by members
24th: No Meeting. -3 a
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WOMEN 'S GUILD = WORKING PARTY: This section of the Guild has been pleased to welcom.
several new members to the meetings this session, and although the number of
ladies at these meetings is between 45 and 55, we still have room and would welcome
any lady of the Church who would care to join us in our social and working afternoons.
We have quite a lot of work ready for the Christmas Market in November, but there is
always a last minute rush to put up a good show. Please rally round and you will be
welcomed. M.H.

MAGAZINES: Miss Hawke writes: "At any time now I shall be receiving notices from

H.C. asking me to order the magazines required for 1958. Will you please advise
ne within the next fortnight of any cancellations or new orders? I hope therc will
be no cancellations and some new orders! The following numbers of subscribers for
the current year may be of interest:- L.M.S. Chronicle - 30, News from Afar - 3,
Congregational Monthly - 14,

Don't you think we can do better?"

(I think we should try at any rate; it seems that but one member in fifteen
takes the Congrcgational Monthly! ED.)

YOUNG PEOPLE'S FELLOVSHIP: The young people are looking forward to producing a
Nativity Play, “They Came to the Stable", in the Church Hall on Saturday, —

21st December at 5,30 pem, They hope for a large audience of members and friends.,

There will be no charge for admission, but a collection will be taken in aid of the

Building Fund.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Mrs Nuttall has moved to 95 South St., West Tarring, Will
members please amend their handbooks accordingly. The telephone number remains
unchanged.,

CHRISTENING3:  There have been two services of Infant Baptism recently, when the

following children were brought for what is in the Ccngregational Church in
effect a scrvice of dedication. On 3rd October, Dorecn Verna, daughter of Mr and
Mrs Robson of 56 Marlborough Road, and on 13th October, Anthony Wladyslaw, son of Mr
and Mrs Balut of Field House, the Boulevard, It will be the prayer of all our mem-
bers that these children may be a source cof joy and comfort to their parents.

HELP WANTED! Mr R, E. Jones writes appealing for help in the rumning of the Boys'
Club, He asks if a lady or gentleman will volunteer to come to the Church on

Monday evenings from 6.30/8.30 to undertake the secretarial work of the Club, and

assist generally with 6/12 small boys., He also asks if anyone has a Carpenter's

Bench for which he has no further use, Please help if you can. .y

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP: The Autumn Session opened on 8th October, when Mr Franks gaver

an inspiring address on "Christ and the Man"., Two evening meetings at 8 p.m.
have been arranged: 29th October - Mr A, E. Pearn will speak on "Christianity and
the Drink Problem"; 26th November =~ Mr Alan Baird will speak on "Rebuilding the
ialls". The remaining meetings are on Tuesdays at 3 p.m, and the programme up to
the end of the year is as follows: 5th November: Rev, A. S. Hullah - "Pogst War Ex-
periences in Germany" (Members will remember Mr Hullah's provious visit and the en=
thralling address he then gave)  19th November: Mr J, Johnson - "Reminiscences",
3rd December: Mr N, Buchanan, "Reminisccences of Russia'. 17th December: Mr S. W,
Woolven ~ "Banking as I kncw it."

As it will be secen, the speakers are in the main our own members and it is hoped
that they, as well as visiting speakecrs, will have good numbers to address., A warm
welcome will bc given to all men of the Church and Congregation, and their friends,
to meet with us for a happy hour of fcllowship. Please meke these meetings known as
widely as possible, so that our numbers may be incrcascd, and so counteract the wast-
age that has occurred since last session. By the way, there is a Men's Stall at the
forthcoming Christmas Market, and any hclp by way of goods or donations will be
gratefully rcceived, P.S.W,
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FROM THE CHAIRM/N OF THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ENGL/ND /ND WALES

The following is an extract from the lctter from the Chairman of the Union which
was read in our Church on Dedication Sunday, 6th October:

"Therc is one thing we would ask from you. We belicve that these are days when
a fresh approach, prayerfully and diligently preparcd, and perseveringly continued,
will gain a response, To every church which gives itself in fresh obedicnce to the
command of Christ to preach the Gospel to cvery crecature will come new resources of
light and power. Wec, therefore, ask everyonc of our churches to undertake in the
coming year somc new form of witness which will present to the people around them that
message of life and power in Christ which God has entrusted to the churches to proclaim.

Wle are sure that our Congregational churches can make a distinctive contribution
to the Christian good of their land and to the good estate of the church of God through=-
out the world, Pray with us that in the coming year God will give His blessing to
the work of all our churches and of the Union which binds us together."

(The Chairman's appeal that we should all undertske some new form of witness is
a matter which will be on the agenda of the next Church Meeting, ED. )

EXCHANGE OF PULPITS

AR On 17th November Mr Franks is exchanging pulpits with Rev. H. J. Rowse, minister
of Sompting Congregational Church and we extend a warm welcome to Mr Rowsge on this
occasion, Mr Rowse is the chairman for 1957 of thc Western District of the Sussex
Congregational Union,

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS

A LIBERLL REVIVLL? Liberalism and Nonconformity once marched hand in hand to the

great good of our national life. Togcther these forces effected many desirable
social reforms, They attacked such things as sweated labour and generally stood up
for the under-dog and the oppressed., By introducing sickness and unemployment in-
surance they laid the foundations of the Welfarc State. The Free Church influence
was responsible for a consideroble mcasure of Puritanism in the matter of legislation,
Since the earlicr decades of this century there has been a decline in the influence
both of Liberalism and of the Free Churches. Wc sec onc of the results of this decline
in the miserable Premium Bond scheme introduced by the rresent Conservative Govern—
ment, a mcasure which would have been unthinkable in former days.

There arc signs of a revival of interest in the Liberal Party, but the Free
Church clement is no longer predominant in it. Were it so perhaps the Liberals might
speak out in rcgard to one of the major causes of inflation, the expenditure of some
£2,500 millions annually in this country on gambling, tobacco and drink, 4t the
moment there appears to be a conspiracy of silence on this mattcr with all three
political parties. The gambling "industry" alonc is said to employ over 300,000
people, and this at a time when there is an acute shortage of labour for productive
PULPOSCS,

Has Liberalism any future here unless it again links itsclf with that very large
body of people who still retain to no inconsiderable degrec the Puritan outlook on
life which accomplished, and could again accomplish, great things for this land?

TEMPER/NCE SUNDAY:  The third Sunday in November is widely obscrved in Frce Church

circles as Temperance Sunday ond with convictions for drunkenness in 1956 the
highest for 30 years and drunkemness among the under 21's, mounting rapidly there
appcars no occasion for complacency among Christian people. 4 thought for that day -
the words of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, constituting perhaps one of the sternest indict-
ments of the drink trade ever made, From his experience over the course of many
years, the Doctor camc to this conclusion, "Drink is commercially our greatest wastrel;
socially it is our greatest criminal; morally and religiously it is our greatest cnemy,"

These words by one regarded by many of us as the greatest men of our time may
perhaps be considercd in connection with the proposal for a Winter Garden in Worthing,
a substantial part of the expenditurc on which is to be for increasing the facilitics
for the sale of intoxicants. -5 =

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 14 (06) THE CHRONICLE: November 1957

Do our members feel happy zbout this, seeing that the citizens of the borough’\\\\-
will in effect be providing such additional facilities? Is this something on whick,
as a Church, we should express our views in no uncertein terms? If YOU feel strongly
on this matter will you raise it at the next Church Meeting?

FINANCHE AND CHURCH EERQUIRFMENTS: In the matter of raising money for church and

charitable needs there are roughly three schools of thought, The first favours
trading ftransactions, sales of work, bazaars, whist drives and other events of a
social character, stressing perhaps the social value of these gatherings., It is
naintained that the money will not be forthcoming unless these means are employed.
In the second category are those who consider that all the funds needed for running
or extending the work of the church of which they arc members should be provided by
direct giving, but that other means may justifiably be employed for the benefit of
"outside" causes.

Finally, therc are thosec who wish all money raising by the church to be by dircct
giving, Those holding this point of view contend that the motto should be "To give
end not to count the cost", They feel that a tremendous amount of timc and cnergy
arc expended on such things as bazaars etc.; such time and energy might well they
sey, bc uscd in other and more profitable directions. Some who hold these views main— »
tain that therc is something undignified in the work of God being financed by, for —
instance, such things as Vhist Drives. They find it difficult to visualise Peter or
Paul organising cvents of this kind to assist them in spreading the Gospel messagee

Wlell, therc it isi{ No doubt most churches, our own included, havc among their
members some in each of thesec three categories. It is perhaps permissible to say
that there arc churches within the Congregational fellowship which, for many years,
have found that the appeal for direct giving has met with such a rcsponsc that they
would not now consider any other means of financing their work,

ANTY MORE PROBLEMS?  Therc seems no shortage of problems requiring the judgment, the
thought and the prayers of Christian people., To mention just a few what about
the Colour Bar, Capital Punishment, Nuclear Warfarc and the Refugces of the world,

o

COLLECTIONS FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 1957

Envclopes Losse Offertories Envelopes Losse Offertorics
g, L4: £10, 12, O  £12, L. 7 Septe 1: £10, 5, 0 £10. 16. 7
11: £8 1., 0 £9, 8 7 8: £12, 1%. 6 £14e 2. 9
18:  £12, 18, 6  £12, 11, O 15:  £11, 18, 6 £12, L. 6
25:  £17. 1. 6 £15, 0, 0O 22: £7. 8 6 &£10, 16, 7
29: £10. 6. 6 [ - - —~
£48, 13, 0 £49, L4, 2 £52, 12, 0 £,8. 0. 5

Total for tWO NIOnthSoeoonoaooeooocooco- £198. 9. 7
Home Churches Fund (Harvest Festival).. £ 23, 11, 3

With the inclusion of some recent amounts of £27. 8. b, in respect of refund
of Income Tax, £25.,14. 7. realised by the Garden Party at the home of Mrs Doyle,
£15.10, 0, proceeds of the Harvest Supper arranged by the men of the Church and
£5.10, O fron the Building Fund Envelopes for the month of Scptember, the Building
Fund has rcached the total sum of £4,127. 0.11 at thc timc of publication,

Further Bonations to the Church Garden Fund amounting to £1.14. 0. are thankfully
acknowledged.
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