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  Dear friends, 

Greetings once again, as we rapidly approach the end of 2020!  
 

After five months of working remotely from Sweden, we are 

grateful to now have a ‘green 

light’ to return to Congo. The 

number of critical cases and 

deaths from COVID 19 has 

remained very low there, as indeed across most of Africa, 

for which we praise God.  

 We travelled to England in November to spend 

time with Ruth’s brother, and have now decided to see in 

the New Year here in Worthing, before flying to 

Brazzaville on 4th January 2021.  

 As this year draws to an end, we are 

reflecting on the next steps for us in Congo. 

As well as teaching Old Testament at the 

Protestant University in Brazzaville, Mamy will 

continue to work towards accreditation as a 

Bible translation consultant – leading 

exegetical checking sessions for the Old 

Testament in Kituba, as well as for New 

Testament books in the Gangulu language.  

A recent exciting development for him is that 

he is now also participating via zoom in 

weekly checking sessions for translations into 

two languages of Madagascar!  

 Bible translation requires skills in both exegesis and linguistics. One of Ruth’s tasks 

is to make translators more aware of how their languages function. She is preparing for a 

linguistics workshop for translators at the end of January in Congo, during which the 

translators will analyse the structures of oral stories in their languages. This will help them 

understand the typical story-telling style, which they can then more 

easily reproduce when translating Scripture stories.  

 The Jesus film, recorded in the Gangulu language a year 

ago, has now been launched in the community and local pastors have 

received training to provide follow up for those committing their lives 

to Jesus as a result of viewing the film. The film is a great tool for 

helping people to understand who Jesus is. 
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 Churches in rural areas of Congo need a lot 

of support and encouragement – Jean Marie 

Nkokolo (left) and others regularly visit the 

different language areas to train people in 

leading oral Bible studies and help them use 

translated Scriptures.  

 During our absence from Congo the church 

denomination we are part of has sadly gone 

through a period of financial and leadership 

difficulties and there is a need for healing and 

godly leadership. We are praying for wisdom and 

sensitivity as we return to this situation. 
 

Thank you so much for your support and friendship with us across the miles! Here 

are some subjects for prayer and praise:   

 Praise God that relatively few people in Congo have been sick with COVID 19, 

although the economy has suffered quite badly.  

 Pray for our safe return to Congo in January. We need a negative COVID 19 test to fly. 

 Pray for Mamy’s exegetical checking of translated Scriptures in different languages. 

 Pray for Ruth’s linguistics workshop and her linguistic work with the translation teams. 

 Pray for village churches as they show the Jesus film in Gangulu, and follow up on 

those responding to God’s call on their lives.  

 Pray for Jean-Marie and others who travel widely in Congo to promote God’s Word in 

Congolese languages: for safety on the roads and inspiring workshops! 

 Pray for healing and godly leadership in the Evangelical Church of Congo. 
 

We are looking forward to Christmas with some of our family here in the UK. May God 

bless you and keep you, however you will be spending this Christmas! 

With warm season’s greetings, 

        Ruth & Mamy 
 

 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given...  

 And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,  

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Is 9:6) 
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Oh come let us adore Him... 
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