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A MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER
"My Presence shall go with thee" (Exodus 33 v.14) A New Year's Promisey

My Dear Friends,

The New Year will soon be with us when you read this Chronicle, a fresh
battlefield for the Church and every member, Dim and misty and all unknown, it
faces us with a challenge and a call to congecrate ourselves, our time, talents
and resources to the service of Almighty God, We shall often stumble and fall
maybe, yet if we go forward confident that God's promises may be relied upon, we
shall be sustained and strengthened with a splendid hope.

We cannot part with our late Editor without expressing our sincere grati-
tude for his painstaking care through the years to make the Chronicle Newsletter
one of which any Church would be proud. We welcome Mr Pearn and wish him a long,
happy and fruitful term of office and pledge him our loyal co=~opcration,

It is very heartening to see such good Sunday morning congregations, and the
outlook is most promising., ILet each member make it a matter of earnest praycr
that God may send us soon a Minister, ready and fit for the work of the Church
here, one¢ who will lead us in the deepening of our spiritual life, and while
organising the much needed work among the young people, will unitc the Church to
campaign boldly and adventurously in the wurgent task of evangelism, "Exccpt the
Lord build the house they labour in vain that build it", but with His help, with
a man chosen of the Lord, and with the full and loyal co=-operation of every mem-
ber of the Church and Congregation, all things are possible, (See Hebrews II.
"By Failth",)

God give you all a good New Year,
Yours very sincerely,
SYDNEY 0., MORGAN.

P.S. In response to several enquiries I append the quotation from the "Christian
World", by Dr Dunkerly,

"What is this 1life if full of care

We have no time for praise and prayer?
No time at dawn to kneel and pray

For guidance through the coming day.
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Mo time when duties crowd, to ask

The needed strength for severy task,
No time at noon amid the throng

To breathe a silent grateful song.

No time to sit beside. the brook

And read a chapter from the Book,

No time when even¢ng comes, to bring .
Our "Thank you™ X% Cod for everything,
No time to look up in His face,

And ask forgiveness and more grace,

A poor life this, if dull and clod,
We have no time to walk with God,"

MR C, H, CORNWALL AND "THE CHRONICLE"

Correctly to appraise the work of Mr Cornwall as Editor of "The Chronicle'™
it is necessary to state briefly the circumstances of the inception of the
magazine, The idea was suggested by the late Rev,F,J.H.HBumphrey, while the
Church Services were being held at Elm Grove School, Early in 1944, quite
suddenly and without warning, the late Mr Rule, who was Secretary of the Church
at that time, handed a bundle of notes and letters to Mr Cornwall, and in his
Jjovial manner asked him to "meke something of that.," The "Something" was the
first issue of "The Chronicle" which was published in May, 1944, Since that
time - over 9 years ago = Mr Cornwall has edited, typed and published the paper
once in every two months,

"The Chronicle'" started as a Church magazine, has evolved into something
more; it is a News-Letter, and while it gives valuable information concerning
the activitiecs of the Church, its outstanding features are, in the judgment of
many of its readers, the Editorial Jottings, poems and other notes and articles
contributed by the Editor, which have always been of a very high standard,

It has been said of the late Mr €, P, Scott, who was Editor of the
"Manchester Guardian" for many years, that his outstanding personality was re- ~
flected in the editorial columng of his newspaper, This statement would be
equally true of the first BEditor of "The fhronicle", who in addition to carrying
out the onerous task of editing and publishing the paper, has been unsparing in
devoting his great gifts and artistic talents to the work of the Church,

Mr Cornwall having found it necessary to relinguish the editorial work he
has carried on so efficiently for so long, it is fitting that the Church should
have conferred upon. him the off;ce of Life Deacon, the greatest honour a
fongregational Church can bestow upon its members.

The mythical Editorial Chair has now been taken over by Mr 4. E. Pearn, who
will receive the grateful thanks of the whole Church for having undertaken the
task, 4.E,H,

CONCERT s#RRANGED BY MR TRUSS
This event vas an outstanding success, both finencially and as a musical
treat, 4s a result, the Organ Fund has benefitted to the extent of £35, and we
are very greteful to Mr Truss for undertaking a task which must have absorbed a
very considerable amount of his time and energy.
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"THIS REMARKABLE DAY

These were the words used by the Chairman of the Bazaar Committee at the
close of the Rainbow Bazaar, held on Wednesday, November 18th, and briefly, but
accurately describe an effort which has long been planned for, and supported by
all sections of the Church, 4nd the great success attained was undoubtedly due
to the whole~hearted co-operation of members and friends, and the wonderful team
spirit resulting, with outstanding examples of technical and artistic skill,
veesrsssesensnsne OQur two previous efforts were both unfortunate as
* 1949 and regards weather, and in addition on the 1at§er occasion, a
: 1950 SALES prolonged electricity cut darkened the evening hours. But
. * this time nothing occurred to mer this, our first all-day
[ EA NN ENEENNNNENENNN] Bazaar.

In the unavoidable asbsence of the Deputy Mayor (Mrs
Rita Summers) due to illness, Mrs Stanley Green readily and gracefully opened
the proceedings, with Mr W, H, Young as Chairman, and both our visitors compli-
mented those who had arranged such a charming and colourful display., In addition
Mr Young made reference to a paper he had recently destroyed, It was a building
contract vhich he, as Chairman of the Shelley Road Church Extension Committee,
had held since 1938, a document relating to the erection of the Church at
Barrington Road to meat over 250, and to be built for about £4000¢{ Conditions
had indeed altered when at last our Church Hall was built in 1949,
sevessscsessssnnnsens As an expression of U.nity of spirit, and liberal
"I DO SET MY BOW ° giying of time, thought, %ngenuity, and craftsTan-
* IN THE cIOUD, ship, our Rainbow Bazaar vas tru;y an outs@and¢pg.
" GEN, Ch 9 V.13 effort, each contributing according to their ability.
¢ s e It is fully recognised that some had a far larger
3esvesccccccncesssssn share in the work entailed than others, and the initial
framework, and later the beautifully arranged rainbow

decorations, meant long hours of work away from home, working sometimes to a

late hour.
~ In the Children's Hall, there was practically a non-stop supply of

attractive refreshments, and that alone meant many hours of preparation,

The concerts so ably arranged, and with such excellent artistes taking part
were very much enjoyed, and the evening programme thus provided made a very
pleasant finish to a memorable day,. )

Our Church Hall has certainly never looked prettier, and the platform was
made beautiful with cut flowers, pot plants and fruit, "Surely they would not
all be s01d?" But the fact remains that extra supplies were needed}

The financial result was so good that in 'phoning the local Press the
accuracy of the final total was questioned! But generous gifts of monsy ranging
from small amounts to 2 £100 anonymous cheque helped to make the final total -
£829, 0, O.

But in addition, and during the same period of recent weeks, our Church
Orgen Fund has advanced from about £50 to £400, and this without any special
appeal having been made, C.H.Co
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CHURCH NOTES LAND COMMENTS

SUNDAY SCHOQOL: In our last issue an appeal was made for a pianist for the morn-

‘ing school following Mrs iskew's resignation, and it is good to report that
an immediate offer to fill this post was made by Mrs T. G, Willoughby, The
grateful thanks of the whole Fellowship go to Mrs Willoughby, with the hope that
she may find much satisfaction in helping in this important work,

4 GOLDEN WEDDING: We offer cordial congratulations and good wishes to Mr & lMrs

IMallett on the recent celebration of their Golden Wedding, with the 'hope
that No, 119 of "The Chronicle™ when issued for January and February, 1964 will
contain a similar message to our friends on the occasion of their Diamond Wedding,
Mr & Mrs Mallett were married at the Tower Bridge Congregaetional Church, London,
S.E,, on 26th December, 1903,

NOVEMBER 1st, 1953 ~ A NOTABLE DaY: On Sunday, November 1st, Mr Morgan referred -0
from the pulpit. to three important events taking place that day. He was
entering officially on the temporary pastorate. (This is an occasion for grati-
tude and thanks by the whole Church), Miss Handford was taking up again the
office of Church Secretary, rendered vacant by the much regretted resignation of
Mr Askew, Mr Morgan expressed the thanks of everyone at Miss Handford's generous
agreement to undertake once again these duties, which she had previously per-
formed with great efficiency and understanding for some 3% years, Also, Mr
Morgan pointed out, Mr Goodwin Walker had that day assumed the post of Church
Organist, and he did so with the good wishes of us all, and in the conflident
hope that he would find much blessing in this important position and that the
Choir would continue to be of great help in the conduct of Sunday worship.

CHURCH SECRETARYSHIP: Mr .askew offiiciated for the last time as Church Seoretary

at the monthly Church Meeting, held on 29th October, when Nr Harrison pre-
sided, Therc were from the chair and from the members present warm expressions
of thanks to, and regard for, Mr .skew, with. very genuine expressions of regret
that he had found it necessary to resign from the office he had filled so effi-
ciently, Mr Harrison announced to the meeting thet Miss Handford had agreed to
undertake the secretaryship temporarily, and her appointment was cordially -~
confirmed by the meeting, '

OBITU/RY: During October last, two of our older friends passed quietly away in

their homes, ir I, L. Ward, of 10 Trent Road, died on Sunday, 18%th October
at the age of 96, 4 former bank manager, this friend hoped that he might emu-
late his father's example and rsach the century. 4 regular worshipper with us in
the Elm Grove days, lir Ward leaves a widow and one remaining daughter,

snd on 27th October, Mr H, G. King, of 32 Phrosso Road, pasaed on after a
three months' illness resulting from a stroke, Formerly in business in York-
shire, he had also paid several visits to South africa, where one of his surviv-
ing sons lives, One of our foundation members, this friend was a very quiet
man, but often most liberal with his gifts to Church Funds, Hig wife died some
three years ago,

RETURN TO WORTHING: On Sunday, 1st November, at the Communion Service, }ir Morgan

- welcomed the return to our Church life of iirs Bridger from Torquay, Mr &
Mrs Bridgexr now live in George Vth avenue, Previous to her marriage, this lady
rendered us good service in leading our afternoon Sunday School, Both Mr & Mrs
Bridger were present on what was surely one of the worst Sundays for weather in
1953! Transfers from Torquay will be asked for,
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A FURTHER LOSS TC THE CHURCH: At the Church Meeting held on 3rd December, Mr

Morgan, who presided, referred to the recent passing of Mrs Johnson, of 58
Pembroke Avenue., She had been ill for some time and had suffered the amputation
of a leg a short time ago., Mr lMorgan had been greatly impressed by Mrs John-
son's constant cheerfulness and bravery despite the fact that she was in constant
pain: her faith had never wavered and she had faced death in splendid assurance
of the life to be.

THE CHURCH ORGAN: We look forward to the installation of this instrument, of

which we have heard such good reports, It is being supplied from Congrega- 1
tional Headquarters at Memorial Hall by Independent Press, Ltd,, but it is
anticipated that it may be a matter of a few months before it is delivered.,

- EDITORIAL JOTTINGS

ON ASSUMING THE EDITORSHIP: The new Editor enters on his duties with some
feeling of trepidation, It is no easy task to follow so able, efficient
and understanding a man as Mr Cornwall, who has made the "Chronicle" such an
admireélpdblication. Mr Cornwall has been with the Fellowship from its earliest
days, while his succesgor has not long been a member, Please bear with him;
he will do his best and will appreciate news and contributions from members to
reach him, if possible, not later than the last week in the "odd" months
(January, Maréh, May, etc,)

MID-WEEK SERVICES: The decision to hold these services was appreciated by many

'who feel that a quiet hour of devotional fellowship together during the
week is helpful, Please come if you are able to do so. Attendances have been
encouraging, but there have always been plenty of spare chairs,

IONG SERMONS: There were times when congregations sat (uncomplainingly in the
main) through sermons lasting an hour or more, Our forefathers must have
‘been made of sterner stuff than the present generation of church goers, Most
people nowadays seem to feel that 20 minutes is about the right duration, and
some will even claim that long sermons are positively dangevous, quoting the sad
cage of Butychus as recorded in Acts, chapter 20, in justification of this view,

HOW WELL DO YOU KNCOW YOUR HYMN BOOK? In which hymns do the following lines
appear?
1« And none O Lord have perfect rest,
2, Out of my stony griefs Bethel I'l1l raise,
3¢ O blest communion, fellowship divine,
4e Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood.
5. Let knowledge grow from more to more,
6. The praises of redeeming love they sang,

CONGREGATIONALTISM AND CHURCH GOVERNMENT: Membership of a Congregational Church
involves very special responsibilities, and on the members is laid the

burden of important decisions, many of which are in other denominations con-

sidered to be outside the scope of the local church fellowship, The autonomy

of the local church has, however, been regarded as fundamental to Congregational-

ism, the ruling of Church Meeting being final in all matters relating to the

church, The solemn claim is made that the guidance of the Holy Spirit is

received when the members meet in this way, humbly seeking to know God's will

for them,
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Do we really believe this? If we do, it would seem that a Church Meeting
is something from which we would not willingly absent ourselves, and to which we
will always come with eager anticipation,

4 party numbering about 30 of our members went by coach on Saturday, 17th
October to a mass meeting of the Union held at The Dome, Brighton, The arrange-
ments for the trip were made by Mr Grew (with of course his usual efficiency),
and all who went much enjoyed the event, For half an hour before the meeting
proper commenced, there was community hymn singing, led by a choir of some 250
voices drawn from the Churches of the Union, including members of our own Choir,

A Roll Call of the 98 Churches in the Sussex Union was made, and the mem-
bers stood as the names of their churches were called; nearly every .church res-
ponded, from large causes such as Union Brighton, with many standing, to distant
village churches with perhaps one repregentative,

The principal speaker was Rev, Maxwell Janes, General Secretary of the
L.1.8., and his theme was "What do we stand for?" He touched on the Congrega-
tional outlook in 1887, in 1927 and tcday, giving an interesting survey of the
chenge in conditions which had taken place in this country, from times when
church going was general and atheism the cult of the few, up to the present,
when God appears to have no part in the scheme of things for the vast majority of
our people,

It was an inspiring meeting and we certainly came away feeling that Con-
gregationalism was still a vital force and capable of doing great things for the
Kingdom of God.,

=

RAINBOW BAZAAR CAXE COMPETITION
The following ladiess were awarded the prizes in this contest;
FTRUIT CAKE; 1st, Mrs Ford; 2nd, Mrs Hughes; 3rd, Miss Wendy Hughes,
Consolation prize, Mrs Peatfield, =
SPONGE CAKE: 1st, Miss Sloman; 2nd, Mrs Humphrey; 3rd, Miss Handford, -
Consolation Prize, Mrs Wood,

COLLECTTONS FCOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, 1953

Envelopes Loose Cash ° Envelopes Loose Cash
£ s, 4d, £ =, d, H
oOct., 4th 7 11 5 6 3 7 : Nov, 1st
11th 7 10 7 7 7 o : 8th
18h 9 15 6 L 19 6 : 15th
25th 7 1 0 6 8 1 ' 22nd
: 29th
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MINIS'ER
My Dear Friends,

At the request of the editor I am writing a few lines in handing over my
charge to whe new ninister, whose adveat we are eagerly awaiting. A warm wel-
come will be given to him and his wife and children, and we earnestly pray
that his minisvry will marlz a new epcch, and be crovned with Godfs richest
blessing in the building up of a strong and united Church, and the winning of
many souls for thie Master. I have greatly enjoyed this opportunity of again
serving the Church and sharing in your feilowshlp, and eccnfidently bespeak for
Mr. and s, Franks the same love and loyalcy so generously accorded to my wife
and myself.

May God bless you richly as a Church and every organisation connected
therewitn, and m:ltiply in your midst men and viomen eager to serve and bear
witness to the amazing love and grace of [Tim whon we rejoice %o worship and
adore.

Your affecticnate friend,
SYONEY C, MORGAN,

THE CALL TO REV, CHARLES CYRIL FRANKS,

At a well-attended Special Churci Meeting held on December 17th. 1953 and
rresided over by Rev, 8.0, Morgan it was decided to give a very cordial call to
the Rev, C.C. PFranks of Gamm Congregational Church, Abercarn, Monmouthshire to
the ministry at Goring. Mr.Harrison gave an account of the steps which had led
the diaccnate %o make a unanimous recommsndation to the Church Meeting, and he
moved the appropriate resclution incorporating the call, A number of those
present spoke in favour of the resclution and in a very happy atmosphere voting
took place. The count revealed that the voting was practically unanimous in
favour of the call being made. The meeting closed with prayer led by Mr.Morgan,
who very beautifully commended %o Almighty God the decision which had becn
taken

Congregationalism places on 1ts members great responsibilities, not the
least of whick is that of calling the minister, But the giving of the call has
its implications for the members; the minister is called to the zervice of God
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through the Church. The members pledge their own loyalty to God, to Church and
to minister, and bdearing in mind that the primary rcason for the existence of
our Church is our belief in the value and cfficacy of corporate worship, it is
implied when we make the call that we will at all times attend Church services
and Church Meeting unless there is some adequate reason for our absence,

Shall we then sec that our new minister is well supported at both morning
and evening scrvices and at Church Meeting, for when we gather to worship we
come to give as well as to rocceive; this is a Jjoint affair, with minister and
congregation interdependent, and we all know how much more inspiring is a full
Church than the view of lots of empty rows. We all feel that there is great
scope for increasing the witness of our Church in this neighbourhood and we
are surc Mr. IPranks can depend on the cordial support of the members in any
efforts he wdertakes in this direction.

To Mrs. PFranks and to our new ministcer we pledge our affectiocnate loyalty,
cr2 o pray that their coming among us may be an occasion of rmuch blessing to -~
them, to the Church., the neighbourhecod, and to the members.

Mr. Franks will commence his ministry on Sunday 14th March, when he will
conduct both moming and evening services; the Induction Service will be held
in the Church on Thursday 18th March at 6.30 p.m. when the moderator of the
Southermn Province, "ev. W. Andrew James M.A. will preside,

A IETTER FROM OUR NEV MINISTER.

My Dear Iriends.

I gladly accept the invitation of the editor to contribute a letter %o
this edition of "The Chroniecle". Here in Abercarm I find myself engaged in a
long succession off farewells, and it is good to breathe the air of new meetings.
I think it wms Samuel Johnson who said something to the effect that he counted
a day lost in which he did not make a new friend; I anticipate with pleasure
some measurc of that experience. My wife and I are looking forward to our
coming amongst jou, working with you and for you, and for the cause of Jesus
Christ and His Church.

In following my c2lling among you I am conscious of taking up new and
added rcesponsibilitics, May I, at the very outset, ask for the support of
your prayers that I may be adequate to the demands made upon me.

It is not possible at this time, of course, So suggest the pattern of the
future., That has yet to be made knowm to us, but there are always two tasks
that a Clhmrch has to perform, = RBoth of these can be embraced under the single
heading of "Evangelism". One of our college professors has defined that word
18 "Getting the insider on and the outsider in". Tha? dual aim must surely
stand at “he centre of il that we shall do together. It is so casy for a
Church to be frantically Husy about the wrong things that we need always to
renind ourselves of the purpose of our existence. The most complete evan-—
gollising activity - the proclamation of the good news of Jesus - must be so
ordored that it reaches every age group at every stage of spiritual develop-
ment. However lcng it may be since first we heard the news, we can never be
reminded of it too much; however young we may be, there is a way in which it
can make its appeal to us.

I hope to pe worthy of your friendship and that you will be able to
receive mine, and that together we shall have the joy of knowing that God has
given His approval to our coming iogether,

With every gocd WiShYours vory sincerely

C.C. FRANKS.
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HEV, %,0, MORGAN B,A., B.D.

By the time this "Chronicle" is distributed yet another little chapter in
the history of our Church will be nearly completed, and we shall be saying an
official farewell to our friend and temporary minister, the Rev. S.0, Morgan.

Some of those who have only recently joined us may not know the circum-
stances under which Mr., Morgan first took over the leadership of our Church,
Following the great loss occasioned by the passing of the Rev. F.J.H.Humphrey,
D.S.0. in September 1947, Mr. Morgan was invited to become our minister for
the timec being, and he started his temporary pastorate in December of that
year. Also at about that time permission was at last granted for us to start
building our Church Hall.

With the laying of the foundation stones in June 1948 we eagerly looked
forward to at last worshipping in a building of our own. But immediately prior
to our opening services at Shaftesbury Avenue the Church suffered another
tragic loss in the very sudden death of our Church Secretary, Mr. A.J. Rule.
Yet throughout those troubled days Mr, Morgan showed much courage, and a
Christian fortitudc which made his leadership of great value, and for over two
years our "retired" Presbyterian friend held us together, his dignified and
helpful ministry lasting until the end of January 1950.

As a welcome visitor in times of illness he has never sparcd himself,
and often a2t the shortest notice he has very promptly shown his kindly sym-
pathy in times of <trouble and bereavement, And although this second term of
ministerial office has only lasted for about four months it has again been
marked by a rcadiness to help us in every possible way, and his preaching has
perhaps had an added note of matured thought and sincere Christian faith that
has undoubtedly appcaled to many. OCircumstances could not have been easy for
him as Christmas 1953 approached, for Mrs. Morgan's breakdovn in health
created fresh difficulties for him, and meant an extra strain on our minister.

For all that Mr. Morgan has done for us we owe him a very rcal debt of
gratitude. His winsome smile, his all-embracing prayers, and his earmest and
sincere dwelling upen things of spiritual valuc are all included in the service
so willingly given, and made us realisc that in him our Church has had not only
a temporary minister, but also a wise counsellor and friend, who has always,
and will always, wish us well. May the work so well and ably done have brought
its own reward and blossing to Mr. Morgan himself. DBoth he and Mrs. Morgan
have our most genuinc and affection wishes for future days,

C.H.C.

It is a matter of rejoicing for us all that Mrs, Morgan is recovering from
her illness and is back home again at West Park Iene, We hope that it will not
be long before she is well enough to join with us once again in our Sunday
services. ©She has been much upheld by the thoughts and prayers of the members
of the Church fellowship and we are particularly plcased to include in this
issue the following letter frrom her.

"M311l you allow me to express through "The Chronicle" my sincere thanks
to the whole of Goring Congregational Church for all their kindness %o me
during my recent illness.

I have recalised morc than ever before what the love of true friends can
mean when one is down and out. I thank you all very much for your amazing

5 "
kindness to me". E.M. MORGAN.
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FROM THE BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES, "If your Christian life and witness is

not involving you in a certain amount -
of opposition and ill~will, you ought to ask yourself if there is not something
seriously wrong with your Christian life and witness",
PRAYER. "0 God who knowest the weakness of our wavering wills, give us grace
not to be healf-hearted, but tc follow Jesus always and to the end",

MISS B,T, WILSHERE, On December 17th at "The Priory" home for old people at
————————————— South St. Tarring there passed away an old lady who was in

her ninetieth year. This old friend, Miss Wilshere, had lived in Sussex for

over 50 ycars, and from our early days at Elm Grove School she often attended

our services, and took much interest in our Church life, Despite her years she

was to the end a breve, courageous, and cheerful soul, and never failed to give~sy

kindly thought and sympathetic service when needed,

Latterly owing to failing health her attendance at worship was not possible,
but at "The Priory" high tribute was paid by all to Miss Wilshere's gracious
spirit, which endeared her %o residents and officials alike.

Mr, and Mrs. Peam are both on the Committee of this home, and frequently
visit there on Sunday aftcrmoons. Their kindly interest in Miss Wilshere was
much appreciated by herself and her friends. C.H.C

CHURCH SECRETARY.- Miss Handford in accepting the office of Church Secretary
______________ following the resignation of Mr.Askew had intimated that she
could agree to do so only a2s & temporary matter. At the Church Meeting on 4th
February Mr.Harrison was appointed Secrctary and Mr.Hite Assistant Secretary.
To Miss Handford for so ably carrying out the exacting duties entailed, and to
Mr.Harrison and to Mr.Hite for assuming these fresh responsibilities the grate-
ful thanks of the Church are due.

91 _YEARS YOUNG, We offcer cordial congratulations to Mrs.Handford on the cele-
————————— bration of her 91st birthday on 8th February. What an example

she is to all of us! If Mrs, Handford is not in her place in the front of the =

Church at both morning and evening services, at Church Meeting and mid-weck

scrvice, you can be sure it is only because she is unwell, and praise be, that

docs not coften bhappen, We hope we shall long have the benefit of the inspira-

tion which her presence and that merry smile of hers affords us.

CHURCH DELEGATES. Miss Thomas has served the Church well for several yscars as

———————— a delegate to the Congregational Union of England and Vales,
and we have in mind particularly the exceedingly comprehengive :'and interssting
accounts she has given at Church Mecting of the Assembly Mectings. She feels
she must relinquish this officz, and at the Church Meeting held on 4th February
Mrs. J.R,Bridger kindly agrecd to take Miss Thomas! place and she was duly
appointed. To Miss Thomas for her past services and to Mrs.Bridger as she
assumes this office we would wish to rccord the grateful thanks of the Church
fellowship.

GIRLS' LIFE BRIGADE, The No.5 Company of the G.L,B. formed reccntly and atta-
——————————————— ched to the Church, under the ceptaincy of Mrs,Blackman,
did indeed distinguish iiself when it prcsented the Grand Concerts on Feb,9th &
10th. It was a big venture for the company to attempt so som after its forma-
tion, and the fortnight's spell of severe weather immediately before the event
had made rchearsals difficult. However, thc result reflected great credit on
all concerned, and at both evenings there was a very good attendance. We offer
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congratulations to Mrs.Blackman, to thc company and to all the helpers on an
excellent achicvement. Mrs.Horsfall vms in good form as the genial chairman,
and Miss "Jest as usual excelled herself at the pianc, All who were able to
attend had a most enjoyable time,
ORGAN FUND, Ve arc pleased to report that the total sum contributed in cash to
the Organ Fund up to date amounts to approximately £402, It might
be mentioned that the Fund still remains open should any other friends desire to
contribute, The greater the amount accumulated by the Organ Fund the greater
the sum that will be available from the Bazaar Fund towards the reduction of the
, S ¥ s

debt on the Manse premises, C.L.N.

The following verses were on a Christmas card received by Mr.Blackman and
very much appealed to him:

IP THEY KNEVW,
~ 1. Would I be called a Christian 2. Would I be called a Christian
— If everybody knew If everyone could know
My sceoret thoughts end feelihgs- That I am found in places
Mnd cverything I do? Where Jesus would not go?
Oh, could they sec the likeness Oh, could they hear His echo
Of Christ in me ecach day? In every scng I sing?
Oh, covld they hear Him speaking In eating, drinking, dressing,
In everything I say? Coculd they see Christ, my King?

3. Vould I be called a Christian
If judged by what I read,
By all my recreations
And every thought and deed?
Could I be counted Christlike
As I now work and pray?
Unselfish, kind, forgiving
To others cvery day?

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS
REV, S5,0,MORGAN, The tribute to Mr.Morgan contained in this issue and so beau-

- TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT tifully expressed by Mr.Comwall will find an echa in all cur
hearts. Mr.Morgan has endeared himself to us all, and it is quite impossible to
Join in worship under his leadership without being conscious of the sheer joyous-
ness which his religion brings to him, It has been a great experience and priv-
ilege to have had him as pastor these last few months,

How would you describe the ideal pastor? Would you accept the definition
that he is one to whom you feel you could turn unhesitatingly in whatever trouble
or difficulty you found yourself? Mr.Morgan would unquestionably qualify on that
basis, Long may he be apared to witness for his Lord and Master,

THE FRIORY, TARRING., Mr., Cormwall refcrs in his note regarding our late friend
Miss Wilshere to "The Priory" where she spent the las{
year or two of her life, It may be of interest to mention that this heme. for
elderly people is one of a2 number of homes of the Field Lane Institution, which
has a record of some 113 years of Christian social service. The first presi-
dent of Field Lane was that grand Christian gentleman, the 7th Earl of Shaft-
esbury, who devoted his life to endeavours to improve the lot of the needy
ameng his fellow creatures, particularly the little children, Field Lane
Institution has throughout its long and honourable history been a picneer in
various forms of Christian service, and it is interesting to record that as
long ago as 1866 Day Nurseries were started; this is a feature we are some-
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times inclined to think of as a modern gnstitution. The story of Field Lane
is a fascinating one and its present work among elderly people is doing some-
thing to solve what has become a major national problem in view of our ageing
porulation, Incidentally visitors are always welcome at "The Priory" in South
St.Tarring, and Mr.éc Mrs,Vard, the wardens, will be pleased to show any who
are interested over the house and grounds.

PELIGIOUS PERIODICALS, In the course of a sermon a short time ago Mr.Morgan
————————————————————— expressed the view that we should all take regularly one
of the Free Church religious papers, mentioning among others the "Christian
Wlorld", The "C.%.", now in its 97th year, certainly has a particular appeal

to Congregationalists,; not least for what it stands for, as shown on its '"motto",
which appears at the head of the first page each week: "IN THINGS ESSENTIAL,
UNITY ; IN TITINGS DOUBTFUL, LIEERTY; IN ALL THINGS, CHARITY".

A number of well known Congregaticnal ministers regularly ccntribute articles=
to the "C.,W.", and Mr . E.H,Jeffs, whc has been editor for many years, is a sturdy
champion of Independency who has done yeoman service in the cause of Noncon-
formity, as well as being an able and witty writer on religious and literary
subjects.

HCW WELL DO T0U KNOW YOUR HYMN BOCK? The hymns to in our last issue
were Nos.632,480,363,291,192, and 83,

SUNDAY SCHOQL PRIZE DAY,

This year our Prize Day comprised something more than the mere presentation
of prizes in the course of a Sunday Morning Service. A Special Moming Service
on Sunday Jan 17th vas devoted wholly to the Sunday School. Mr.Morgan con-
ducted the service and the prizes were presented to the scholars by Mr.Eric
Hobden, vho also gave three addresses, to the primary scholars, to the older
scholars and to the teachers.

Mr.Hobden is this year's president of the Brighton and District Sunday
School Unicn, and we were very pleased to welcome him to our Church & School.
His addresses to the children were very happy and it was a great pleasure to =
watch their rapt attention, and the bright and eager way in which they responded,
whilst the teachers found inspiration and encouragement in his wise works to
them. He is a great children's man and we wish him a very happy and successful
year of office, H.G

COLLECTIONS FOR DECEMBER 1953 AND JANUARY 1954.

ENVELOPES LOOSE CASH ENVELOFES LOOSE CASH

£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d

Dec. 6 8 M1 6 6 9 5 Jan, 3 10 10 M 6 5 1

13 6 16 1 6 1 5 10 6 10 1M1 6 2 0

20 8 1 9 7 47 1 17 8 9 7 15 2

27 6 1 1 5 19 0 Zh 6 16 0 6 9 3

31 £ 2 0 2 0 O

30 0 5 26 16 11 34 8 10 28 11 6
Total for two months £119-17-8, Christmas Day (Fen Place) £5-0-3.  British and
Foreign Bible Society ©12-10-0, L.1M.S, Vidows & Orphans - Communion Collections

£10,.
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STATCAENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 5 sT.

1953

RECEIPTS
CHURCH FUNDS
OFFERTORIES -~ L00SE CASH

ENVELOPES

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

| NCOME TAX OM DEEDS OF COVENANT
SUNDRY LETTINGS

| NTEREST RECEIVED -

DEFENCE BONDS 2l 18 4
BARRETT LEGACY 3315 ¢
SUSSEX CONGREGATIONAL UNION 512 6
DONATIONS - CHRONIGLE FUND
BALANGE BROUGHT DOWN
COMMUNION FUND
OFFERTORI ES
SPECI AL PURPOSES
L ONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY
~D0~ ( TOWARDS DEFICIT) 1o 1o 9
SUSSEX CONGREGATIONAL UNION-HOME 1SSIONS
CONGL. UNION ~ PASTORS V100WS 23 13 10
D0~ -po~ (FEN PLACE) 5 0 3

BRITiISH & FOREIZN BIBLE SOCIETY
COLONTAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY

NATKONAL CHiLDREN®'S HOME & ORPHANAGE
EAST COAST RELIEF FUND

£ s.0D
309 16 9
422 5 9
732 2 6
2l 2 1
33 0 O
2 12 6
61 5 10
14 7 |
869 9 Il
687 16 &
£66 8 0

PAYIIENTS

MINISTERIAL SALARIES, SUFPLIES, ETC.,
MINISTERIAL EXPENSES

MANSE EXPENSES

ORGANIST AND MUSIC EXPENSES
CARETAKER & | NSURANGCE
ELECTRICITY GAS AND WATER
MATNTENANCE OF PROPERTY
SUNDRIES

MORTGAGE | NTEREST ON MANSE
CHRONICLE ~ COST OF DUPLICATION
SUBSCRI PTIONS

| NSURANCES

RATES ~ CHILDREN'S HALL

BALANCE ~ CASH & [NVESTMENTsS 31/12/53

WORTHING COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HOSPITAL HOME
BRITISH SATLORS' SOCIETY
CONGREGATIONAL UNION -~ WELFARE FUND
SUNDRY SicK & NEEDY GIFTS

BALANCE IN HAND 3!/12/53

LONDON MiSSiONARY SOCIETY
SUSSEX CONGREGAT!ONAL UNTON

BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY
COLONFAL K1SSTONARY SOCIETY

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME & ORPHANAGE
MAYOR'S RELIEF FUND 30 0
CONGL. UNION RELIEF FUND 8 12

COVENANTED SUBSCRIPTIONS PAID DIRECT
TO L ONDON M1SSIONARY SOCIETY.
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sw’{mgm OF CHurcH Accounts continuen! (
v 4
RECEIPTS S PAYNENTS

GARDEN FUND
BaLANCE 1/1/53.
SUNDRY DONAT}ONS
SALE OF ROSE BUSHES

ORGAN FUND
BALANCE 1/1/53
SUNDRY DONATIONS
PROGEEDS OF CONGERT PER MR. 4. TRUSS

BUILDING FUND (BARRETT LEGAGY)
BALANCE IN HANDS OF SUSSEX CONGREGATIONAL
Unton 1 /1/53

BAZAAR FUND REDECORATION OF MANSE 162 6 10
PROCEEDS OF BAZAAR PER MR. H. HORSFALL REDEMPTION OF LOAN ON AMANSE 500 0
BALANGE IN HanD 31/12/53 (82 15 &%
(MANSE HORTGAGE REDUCED To £1,500)

| NDEPENDENT PRESS LTD
BALANGE IN HAND 31/12/53

LADIES UORKING PARTY

BarLance 1/1/53 COST OF MATERIALS
JUMBLE SALE * ool ‘
SUBSGRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS {O0L FOR BRITISH SAILORS
TEA LIONEY SUNDRS ES
SALE OF (00Ds PURCHASE OF TABLES AND KETTLE
PENNY BOX COLLECTIONS HANDED TO NEEDLEWORK STALL
" " KNITTING STALL
DETAILS SUPPLIED BY i1Ss M. N. STEVENSON) BALANCE IN Hanp 31/12/53
{INC. BALANGE OF £9.15.3 1n PENNY BOX
FUND) .
SUNDAY SCHOOL
BALANCE 1/71/53 ToTAL PAYMENTS ~ (953
BALANGE IN HAND 31/12/53
(DETAILS SUPPLIED BY MR.H.E.3LACKMAN) £65 17 9 £69 17

WE HAVE EXAMINED THE VOUCHERS AND ACCOUNTS AND COMPARED THEM WITH THE SUMMARIES SUBMITTED AND FOUND THEM TO BE CORRECT

6@%3@%\%& %9 %raham \F'Qe%n%hT—EgUrc.org.tﬁJ&?gité E%%B%mt 58&? °
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. Minister: Rev. C., ¢, Pranks,
" 19, Brook Barn Yay, Wes» Worthing., (Tel: Goring 41319)

CHURCH SECRETARY: :  CHURCH TREASURER: : EDITOR OF CHRONICLE:

Mr A, E, Harrison, : Mr G. L. Nodss, : Mr A, E, Pearn,

Haverstock, . : 27 West Avenue, : Furzedown,

Patrklands Avenus, : West Worthing, : Somerset Road,

West Worthing. . (Tel: Worthing 3453) : Ferring,

(Tel: Goring 41034) : . (Tel: Goring 43304)
e THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE

The Manse, April, 1954.

My Dear Priends,

--My first word must be one of sincere thanks to you for all the help
that you have given us in so meny ways in this somewhat difficult
transitional period. e have been much encouraged by the warmth of your
reception of us, and the very obvious spirit of goodwill thet prevails in
the fellowship here,

I hope, by pastoral visitation espeCIally, to find it possible soon.
to know you all, If there should be any who think that a visit from me
would help please 'let me knows, Alternatlvelv, you will be very welcome at
the Manse at any time, A 'phone call will make sure that I shall be ‘in,

Henry D, Thoreau once said, "Only that day dawns to which we are awake,
Theré is more day to dawn", On more than one occasion recently I have heard
or read of the conviction that the Church of Jesus Christ is ot the dawning
of a new ere of effective witness. to her Lord, ‘e have the opportunity.of
sharing in that wonderful experlence of ‘the growing light, not merely as .
onlookers, but as co-workers, Lét us be constantly awake to it.

I believe that there is need to cultivate a sense of urgency in all we
do, though that does not mean hurriéd, unthoughtful, unprayerful activity.
Professor Tillich of Union Th601001oa1 Seminary, New York, quoted in a
little book called "The Christian Mission", haa this to say, "The usual
question, "what shall we do?' must be answered with the unusual question,
"Whence can we receiveé?' People must understand aga¢n that one cannot do
much without having received much, Religion is, first, an open hand to
receive a gift, and second an acting hand to distribute gifts," If we are
to be able to mlnlster 1n holy ways in this coming dawn we must now receive
at God's hand,

It is my wish that in our services of vorship and Church meetings we
should ponder together under God the manner of our receiving, Then,
exercising the hard won privilege of our forefathers, decide under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit how we shall proceed, It does no dishonour to the
past to consider new ways for the future, The experience of days gone by
is the only foundation upon which the future can be built, Already I am
conscious of the treasure of experience that has been built up in the short
life of thnis felthShlp. Under God's leading we must go on,

Yours very sincerely, C, ©. IFRANKS,
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THE CHRONICLE
Goring Congregational Church
Shaftesbury Avenue

July and
August 1954

MINISTER: Rev, C, C, Franks,
19, Brook Barn Way, West Worthing, (Tel: Goring 41319)

CHURCH SECRETARY: CHURCH TREASURER: EDITOR OF CHRONICLE:
Mr A, E, Harrison, : Mr G. L. Nodes, : ¥Mr A, E. Pearn,
Haverstock, : 27, West Avenue, : Furzedown,
Parklands Avenue, : West Worthing, : Somerset Road,

West Worthing : (Tel: Worthing 3453) : Perring,

(Tel: Goring 4L1034.) : : (Tel: Goring 4330L)

THE MINXSTER'S MESSAGE
The Manse, June 195.4.
My Dear Friends,

There seems to be a spirit of hope and expectation abroad in the Churches just
now and we can share in it to the full, The signs would seem to indicate that we are
succeeding in enlarging owr contacts within the neighbourhood and we have been glad
to have many folk as yet unknovm to us intimately joining in worship with us, Should
this "Chronicle" fall into the hands of any such, and I hope that it does, will they
please accept this as a very real word of welcome from us, We hope that you will find
the presence of Christ in our fellowship and a spirit that will help you to realise
the Christian truths with increasging certainty,

We trust that those who have taken the step of becoming members of the Church
will be blessed and have many years of fruitful fellowship with us, Others are coming
forward, If there are any who feel that they would like to be associated with us in
this way would they please mention the matter to me,

T am writing this letter at the season of Whitsun, and while I mention our own
local work and witness, I cannot refrain from referring, once again, to the fourth-
coming Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, U.S.4., in August,
Will you remember in your prayers those who will be taking part, and ask that God's
guiding hand may be upon them? Their responsibilities are heavy, their needs are
great, but God's power is limitless,

To those of our members who have been unable to join us recently we send owr love
and assure them of our concern for their welfare, I am finding difficulty in visiting
you as often as I would wish and I trust that yvou will understand that it is because

of increasing pressure on my time, Yours very sincercly
> vLJ

15Cth ANNIVERSARY of the BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIEIY

On July 7th in the Assembly Hall, there is to be a Bazaar and Exhibition on be-
half of the Society. Most of the Churches, both Anglican and Free, are Joining in
this effort, Our Church and Shelley Road have agreed to be responsible for the hand-
kerchicf stall, Will you help to provide goods for our stall? We want handkerchiefs,
large and small, plain and fancy, ladics', gentlemen's and children's handkerchiefs, or
the price of one would be welcome, The following ladies will gladly receive your gifts:
Migs Handford; Mrs Hite; Mrs Horsfall; Mrs Nodes; Miss Smith; Miss Thomson; Miss Thomas,
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CHURCH NOTES -
EASTER GIFT SFRVICE: The Children's Church held their first Easter Egg Service on Palm
Sunday, April 11th., when 200 shell eggs were rcceived, These
were distributed among our own Church sick, the old folks' home in Seldon Road, Caer
Gwent and the Children's Ald Society's Home. Many letters of thanks were received.
Wlell done children and many, many thanks!
PATM SUNDAY: On the evening of Palm Sunday the service opened with the dedication of
the newly installed organ by the minister, This instrument is truly
"Congregational", as it has been supplied from Memorial Hall by Independent Press Ltd.
The organ goes vell with the other Church furnishings znd does not occupy en undue
amownt of' space on the platform. The remainder of the service consisted in a rendering
of "The Crucifixion" (Stainer) by an augmented choir. The orgenist on this occasion
was Mre Percy Small, formerly organist of Finchley Parish Church, nd the conductor was
our ovn organist Mr, Goodwin Walker, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. etc.
NEW MEMBERS: Since our last issue three new menbers have been admitted and to them,
Miss Press, Mrs., Emery and Mrs., Nuttall go the warm good wishes of the
fellowship with the hope that this important ewent in their religious life may prove  __
a source of rich blessing to them.
CHURCH HANDBOOK FOR 1954/1955: The new handbook for the ycar commencing 1st. July,
1954 should be available at the end of June and it is
hoped that every member of the Church and Congregation will receive a copy. Please
make enquiries if a copy does not reach you early in July. The handbook has again been
prepared by Mr, Harrison and is a considerable undertaking, We are indebted to him for
his readiness to continue this work while at the same time carrying out the exacting
duties of Church Secrctary. Thank you, Mr, Harrison.

VISITING MINISTERS: VWhile our minister is on holiday in August the services will be
conducted on 8th, August by Rev. 8. 0. Morgan and on 15th. August
by Rev. Fred Berry of Bournemouth Park Congregational Church, Southend. It seems hardly
appropriate to describe our dear friend Mr. Morgan as a visiting minister; it is more

a case of welcoming him home again and this we do most cordially. It will be Mr.
Berry's first visit to ouwr Church and we look forward to his Sunday with us, At
Southend, where he ministers, he has had the unusual e xperience of being called to the
same Church where he served from 1925 to 1938,

WEEK NIGHT SERVICES: Our minister hopes to hold a service each Thursday at 7.30 p.m.
except on the Thursday preceding the f irst Sunday in the month

when the Church Meeting is held., Please make an effort to attend. The deepening of

the spiritual life of the Church must come principally through our meeting together

for prayer and praise. While socizl activities at a church are pleasant and within

limits desirable, they are, after all, a very minor matter compared with the gathering

for worship., Our witness for Christ may better be judged by the numbers at the mid-

week service rather than by the attendance at a social.

COMMERCIAL TELEVISION: At the Chwrch Meeting held on 3rd. June, the following
resolution was passed: "That this meeting of the members of
Goring Congregational Church regrets the action of the Government in not allowing a
free wote in the debate on the Television Bill in respect of the amendments which
sought to ensure: (a) That there would be no advertising on Sundays, Christmas Day and
Good Friday, (b) That the advertising of intoxicants would be prohibited,

(¢) That there would be no advertisements dealing with ganbling, This meeting feels
that this is not a party political matter but onc of religion and morals, and cannot
but view with concern the effect, particularly on young pecople, of the refusal of these
amendrents,

WELCOME BACK: We are pleased to report that two old friends of former days have re-
cently returned to Worthing, and are now living at 33, The Rose Walk.
Mr. and }Mrs, S. Gilbert, prior to leaving us for Farnham nine yecars ago, were nenbers
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of our Church, and had supported owr fellowship from the beginning at Elm Grove School
Helle We warmly welcome them back, and shall hope to have their transfer back to our
Church,

A IOSS TO THE FELLOWSHIP: Mrs.e M. Pyle of 29, Marlborough Road, who was we beliecve the

oldest of our mcmbers, died on 17th., March and we extend our
sympathy © her sister, Mrs. Hundford, and to her other relatives, It had not been
possible for lirs. Pyle to join in worship with us for some time but she always maintained
a keen interest in the affairs of the Church,

INFANT BAFTISM On Sunday 23rd. May our minister conducted the service of Infant

Baptism when Mr, and Mrs. Thompson of 9L, Sea Lane, Goring trought
their baby daughter Lynne Rhona and promised that she should Te brought up as a Christ-
ian child, In Congregationalism we make no clalms of an extravagant nature with regard
to this act; it is regarded as an act of dedication in which the parents meke most
solemn vows and i1t is on this aspect of the service that the main emphasis is placed, .
What greater blessing can any child receive than to be a loved and loving member of a
Christian home?

THE MAY MEETINGS: At the Church Meeting held on 3rd, June the delegates to the Annual

Assenbly of the Congregational Union of England end Wales, Mrs,
Bridger and Mr., Pearn, reported on the meetings which took place in Westminster Chapel
from May 10the to 13th. As these reports are of some length it is not possible to give
them in "The Chronicle" butany friends who wish to read them may borrow the reports
from Mr. Harrison.

A BANX HOLIDAY OUTING: by DAFHNE WISEMAN

On VWhit Monday the Young Adults Social Group risked the weather forecast end set
off for a day's hike, We took the train to Littlehampton vhere we had lunch on the
beachs After this the happy band went by boat up the River Arun to Arundel, There the
hiking started in earnest. From Arundel we strolled along country lanes, past farms
(vhere the wafting breezes reminded us of the near presence of enimals) over stiles,
along woodland paths, through fields and finally on to the road to Amberley, vhere a
much needed tea awaited us. After tea we had planned to walk along the top of the Downs
to Storrington, but the rain was rather unkind to us at this point, so the hike ended
at Amberley Station. But in spite of the rain everyone agreed that it had been a
very enjoyable day.

- -

THOUGHTS FOR SUMMER DAYS: by C, H. CORNWALL

"WHERE DO YOU LIVE?" For a beautiful setting it would be difficult to find a more
delectable spot on a lovely May evening than the Central Gardens,

Bournemouth., In the foreground, =nd all around, a fairy-land of floral beauty; and close
at hond the running vwaters of the little "Bourne" and the shaded Pine Walks, the latter
a paradise for bird-life and bird lovers, And behind the stately flowering chestnut
trees stands the elegant spire of St. Peter's Church, flood 1it by the golden gleams
of a setting sun.

But curiously enough the memory of that beautiful (Sunday) evening is partly bound
up with a most searching question suggested by Dr. Trevor Davies preaching at the
Richmond Hill Congregational Church, "Where do you liwve?" '

There is a place where we must live, and a place vhere we may live, and the
preacher reminded us that the former is seen, tangible, material, factual, and the other
unseen, spiritual, ideal, "Religion", he addecd, "is the soul's abiding protest against
the fetters of the transient and the material."

Ind in the book "The Roadmender, Michael Fairless says much the same thing
although in different words. "Necessity can set me helpless on my back, but she cannct
keep me there; nor can four wlls limit my vision. I pass out from under her throne a
free man. All day long this wrld lies open to me; ay, and other worlds also if I will
but have it so."
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MODERN PUBLICITY METHODS: The closing of the Harringay Mission suggests another

i question. Is the Christian Church failing to mske use of
present day publicity opportunities? Some forty years sgo or more the Wayside Pulpit
was almpost unknown, But in the Whitechspel Road, London, %he vicar of the parish church
ventured on the unorthodox. Outside his Chwrch, in gient lettering, and so shown that
all passers by could read, was the stretched out wording, "DO YOU EVER PRAY? YOU USED
TO", Even the people on the buses could easily read the words.

In commercial life vast sums of money are spent on advertising., Yet the average
Church still spends comparatively little on meking itself prominent, A&nd it is in some
measure a test of our Christian faith as to how far we are prepared to go in this
matter, and how eager we are to proclaim the gospel we profess.

Might it not be to the advantage of almost every Church - great or small - to
appoint a small, but expert committee, vhose sole duty it would be to publicise the
building itself, its ministry, its aims and its message. Here would be an outlet for
inspired originslity of thought and methods, and a chance visibly to proclaim to the
outside world that here in a vorld vhere good news is so eagerly awaited is the best
news of all. —
(The diaconate have now appointed a small sub-committee to deal with these matters. 0% I

TOO MUCH SUN? In the main we are all swn worshippers, and we would be quite ready -

to argue that, for health's sake, ve need all the sunlight we can get.
But be it known that certain plants will bloom even better by having less light, and
more darkness, And hidden away in this little bit of horticultural information there
seems a little parable for folk who seek too much comfort and indulgence,

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS
BILLY GRLHAM: We referred in our last issue to the evangelical campaign vhich Dr.
Graham was conducting and we feel that further reference should be made
to this remarkable event. Whether or not one agrees with Dr., Graham's Fundamentalist
views the fact remains that he was able to attract congregations of 12,000/13,000
night after night for three months and a vast crowd of 120,000 at Wembley for the
closing meeting of the campaign., No other preacher in this country can claimto lave
achleved anything comparable to this. The organisation was, of course, magnificent,
but there is really no reason why Christianity and good organisation should not go hand
in hande Dr. Graham preached so that everyone young or old understood the message he
was delivering, and that it was effective is apparent from the fact that nearly 30,000 . .
= -maihly young people under 30, came forward in response to his appeal for decisions;
these have been put in touch with Churches in their own localities.

What of the future? Will these men and women retain their ardour vwhen no longer
under the influence of Harringay? The answer seems to rest with the local Churches,
Will these recruits find there the same burning zeal for Christ and His Gospel which
Dr. Grzham so convincingly exhibited? If they do find this 211 will be well, but if
they find a greater interest shown in social gatherings than in, for instance, the
Bible Study Class, it will not be surprising if they feel cheated, if the early
enthusiasm wanes and they drift away. This would indeed be tragic and it is surely
incurkent on all of us to ensure that it does not happen. We claim to be the possessors
of the most glorious Gospel the World can offer., What a power Christianity would be
in our land if we all acted as though we really believed thisd

COMMERCTAL TEIEVISION:: The proposal that Commercial Television should be introduced
in this country met with wery strong opposition from the out-
set, such opposition coming from members of 21l political parties and particularly from
religious bodies and leaders, among these being our national Free Church Council and
the Archbishop of Canterbury, It seems unfortunate that this was ever made a party
matter, but the Government, having adopted this line, there were hopes that at any
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rate a free vote would be permitted on certain proposed amendments to which we submit
any Christian could subscribec, The free vote was not however allowed and we must de-
plore the resulting rejection of these amendments. In Church Notes (Page 2) is re-
corded a resolution on this subject which was passed at the Church Meeting held on
3rds Juneo

THOSE BANNED POSTERS: Considerable press publicity has been given to the action of
the British Transport Commission in banning the posting on New

Ste Birmingham Station of two posters which a local Temperance body wished to exhibit.
The irony of the situation is that one of these posters merely quoted a statement of
the Minister of Transport himself, "Remember that alcohol blurs your judgment and slows
your reactionse" The grounds for rejection were that this was a controversial state-
ment, as though "Beer is Best" were not! Mr. J. H. Hudson stated in the House of
Commons that the refusal was dve to the intervention of the brewers. The second poster
was one issued by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents and reads, "One
for the road may be one for the grave".

One of the causes of the tragic toll of casualties on the road is the drinking

-~ driver, not the man vho is drunk, as he can usually be restrained from driving, but he

" who has taken some drink and vhose judgment is thereby impaired; this of course may
occur with only the smallest amount of alcohol being consumed,

This power of a trade to smother even attempts 4o reduce accidents is something
which should rest heavily on the Christian conscience, for if we are content to do
nothing about it we are in reality condoning this fearful slaughter on ocur roads vhich
goes on month after month.

Well, what shall we do about 1it?

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. by H. GILMOUR

THE ANNTVERSARY: Another Anniversary has come and gone, and again we cen say that we
had a very happy day, a happy day for scholars and for tecachers and
for the Church. Again we were very happy in our visiting minister, Rev., R, J. Hall,
now a tutor at Cheshunt College Cambridge, and f ormerly Secretary of the Young People's
Depts at Memorial Hall, He fulfilled all our expectations with his happy telks to the
ildren at the morning service, and to the young people in the evening vhen he gave
us an inspiring address based on Biblical accounts of the experiences of various
Roman officers with Jesus and with Paul and other leaders of the early Christians.
pu The singing by the children was again a great delight and Miss Ford is to be <con=—
gratulated on the way in which they responded to her training and leadership. Special
mention must also be made of the clear and sensitive readings from the Scriptures by
two of the girl scholars, Jill Sutton and Jean Thurgate, one at each service, It was
a pleasure to listen to thems The attendance at both services was encouraging, the
evening congregation including a number of parents who attended in response to a
special appeal sent to the homes of our scholarse.

Altogether the Anniversary left the impression of a very promising Little Church
and Sunday School and we can assuredly look forward to further progress during the
next:few years, especially if the need for more teachers and helpers can be met. MMr.
Franks has started o weekly teachers' preparation class, and we have made a good start
with a section of the Girls' Life Brigade and a club for boys.

THE SUMMER OUTING: All the week following Whit (wet) Sunday we kept our fingers

crossed hoping for a fine day for our outing, but on Saturday,
June 12th.,, we awoke to a wet morning and a forecast of continuous rain, heavy in
places, And the places included those through vhich we journeyed and our destination.
"California in England", It just rained and rained and rained, But though the bad
weather detracted fromthe full enjoyment of the outing it did not completely spoil
it. Young people are very resilient and they had a happy day in spite of unhappy
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conditions, They enjoyed the coach trip, though they found the outward journey a bit
tedious towards the end, looking out on little but mist and rain., They enjoyed their
lunches sitting in the coaches on our arrival, and later on as the rain eased a bit
they found plenty of things on which to spend their money, in addition to vwhich there
were the free swings, Punch and Judy show, and a couple of good clowns whose quips and
antics gave them much arusement,

After a very good tea the homeward trip took place, again in pouring rain, How-
ever the general opinion was that it had been a happy day in spite of all.

14th, CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

It was unfortunate that the spell of wet and wintry weather persisted throughout

Sunday, 13th, June, and the attendance at Church was, in consequence, unavoidably de-
pleted., However those who were able to come were amply rewarded and we had two wery
inspiring services led by Dre. H. F., Lovell Cocks, M, A., D.D. In the morning sermon he
spoke on Romans, che5 Vo3, "but we glory in tribulations also', and in the evening on
"HFaith" as exemplified by the fricnds of the paralytic, who would not be deterred by
any difficulties encountered in their efforts to bring the sick man to Jesus. Dr, ~c
Lovell Cocks is a great preacher and a wise and understanding man, vho must be a power-.

. ful influence for good with the ministerial students in his charge at Western College

‘\ Bristol. Ve are indeed grateful to him,

A MUSICAT, RECITAL: On Saturday evening, 29th, May, a Musical Recital was given in the
Church, The items consisted of organ solos by Mr, J. W. T. Roope
~ and singing by the London Singers and by our own choir. This was a very enjoyable
event and cordial tharks are due to &1l who contributed to the success of the evening,
Incidentally the organ fund benefited to the extent of over £6 from the collection
which was taken,
THE TOLL OF SICKNESS: Our minister has already found that sick visiting will occupy
a substantial portion of his time and this is understandable
with a congregation vhich consists largely of the elderly. The prayers and good wishes
of the whole fellowship go out to these friends vho are laid aside and we would all
~ wish them to know that they are missed, and that their return to Church fully re-
stored to health and strength is eagerly awaited,

COLLECTIONS I'OR APRIL AND MAY 1954.

—_— ENVEILOPES: LOOSE CASH ENVELOPES: I00SE CASH:
s, d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. do
April 4th: 7 8 3 - - - May 2nd: 5 16 6
11th: 11 15 11 15 16 0 9th: 8 10 2
18th: 7 L 11 12 18 3 16th: 7 7 3
25th: 10 13 9 7 19 6 23rd: 10 9 9
30th: 7 18 1
9

37 2 10 3% 13 9 L0 1

TOTAL FOR TWO MONTHS: £144: O: 4d, COLLECTIONS FOR IONDON MISSIONARY
SOCIETY: £1L4: i4: 44, COLLECTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL: £16: 11: 6d.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
There don't appear to be any, and the editor is still wndering vhether this is
a good or a bad sign.
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MINISTER: Rev, C, C, Franks,
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West Worthing, : (Tel: Worthing 3453) : Ferring.

(Tel: Goring 41034) ; : (Tel: Goring 433CL)

THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE
The Manse, Auvgust 1954,
My Dear Friends,

At the battle of Marengo, on June 14th, 1800, when the Austrians, under Melas,
faced the French under Napoleon, & messenger rode up to the Emperor at three o'clock
in the afternoon and said, “It is lost, sire; all is lost," "Very well," replied
Napoleon, "but there is plenty of time to win it all back again before the sun goes
down," 4nd at six o'clock the French victory was complete, Forgive me if I make this
point again, but it does appear that in the history of the Church we stand at about 2
guarter past three, The time between now and six o'clock may seem to drag terribly,
but we are on the way,

In our last issue the editer made another reference to the Harringay campaign,
which has been an undoubted influence for good and God upon the people of this country,
The ministers and clergy of the town have been meeting for prayer and consultation re-
cently to seek together God's guidance for the work of evangelism in Worthing, Ve
feel very keenly the responsibility that is laid upon us at this time, ond we seek too
the strength to answer the challenge that God hos presented to us, Would you pray
7 that we ghall be open and obedient to God's word for us and for His Church,

Kay I call your ottenticn to the announcement, elsewhere in "The Chronicle", of
the commencement of services of intercession and thanksgiving that are to be held on
the second and fourth Sundays of each month, I have not come to the decision to hold
these services in any casy way, I am convinced that what I invite you to do must be
done, I believe that God requires it of us and thus there is no question of choice
about it,

Nre Cornwall, in his "Thoughts for Summer Days", quoted from "The Roadmender", T
can think of no better way to bring this letter to & close than to use vords from that
same book = words that have a particular personal significance for me - "I ery you
Godspeed to the next milestone -~ and beyond,"

Yours very sincerely,
¢, C. FRANKS,

SOME WORDS OF JOHN WESLEY

The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion,
0 for heat and light united,
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OUR VISITORS FROM EAST HAM.

A short time ago, ¥r. Franks made an appeal at Church Meeting for contributions
to cover the cost of bringing a party of children from the Congregational Church at
East Ham to Worthing for the day and entertaining them to lunch and tea, There was a
ready response to the appeal and iir, Horsfall sends the following account of the great
daya.

"On Tuesday morning, July 27th., many anxious eyes were turned towards the sky,
wondering if the Clerk of the Weather wag going to be kind, He was! Despite an early
shower before the arrival of our little guests, the sun shone the whole of the time they
spent with us, and we believe they thoroughly enjoyed the luxury of a day on the beach,
The most invigorating air certainly gave them an appetite to do full justice to the
splendid lunch and tea prepared and served by the ladies, Nothing occurred to mer the
enjoyment of their day by the sea, and if one can remember one of our small guests who
had never even seen a horse in a field before in his life, or the sweet 1ittle girl who
was gradually losing her sight (end nothing can be done about it) one realises how much
ouw little effort was well worth while,

I any thanks were nceded by those who helped in any way to make the day one of-
the most memcrable in all their lives, the sound of the cheers of the children from the
coach as they left us must have rejoiced the hearts of everyone,

Footnotes July 27th. Worthing was the sunniest place in England, perhaps in more
senacs than one"

Fam ¥

THE MINISTRY OF HEALING

At our Church Meecting in June it was onnounced that arrangements would be made to
hold services of thanksgiving and intercession for the sick, The first of these ser-
vices will be held at 7,45 p.m, on September 12th,, and they will continue thereafter
et the same time on the second and fourth Sundays of each month, It is hoped that it
will be possible for you to join with us on these occasions, An Order of Service and
a brief explanation of what we shall be doing hag been prepared and if you cannot be
present you are invited to take copies and chare in the services from wherever you may
be &t the appropriate time,

In addition to these times of worship you are invited to join each night at 9 p.m.
in some quiet times of intercession for the sick, If you are willing to share in this
ministry to our suffering friends will you please let the minister know and he will
gladly indicate the way in which you can help., Names of folk who wish to be remembered ™
can also be given to the minister: it may be for yourself or for someone that you know
wno stands in need of Christ's strength and love,

Christ healed the sick who came to Him in faith, or who were brought to Him by
the faith of their friends, He is "the same yesterday, today and for ever" and there-
fore He must be as willing, and as able to heal the sick today., The work of Christ in
this sphere was carried on by the Apostles, and for several centurics afterwards by the
ministry off the Church, But as time went on the Church, under various influences, lost
faith in her privilege of being used ag the channel of Divine power, That power is
for the whole being of man - body, mind and spirit - and it will be that power which
we shall seek to make available to the sick,

This is a ministry that is surrounded by meny difficulties, much mystery, and for
some at least not a little doubt, It is certain, however, that if we are to be true
to the commands of owr Master we must deliver the whole gospel to the needy, and surely
this release from the bondage of suffering is an integral pert of God's message to
mankind, C.C. T
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CHURCH ¥NOTES
NEW :FIBERS: It is good to report that since our last issue 14 new members have been
added to the Church Roll, and a warm welcome is ¢xtended to these friends
as they join the fellowship and become a source of strength to it, If you do not al-
ready know these friends please maeke yourself known to them, They are lirs, W,E,Brown,
Mr, and Mrs, Coller, Mrs.,W,A,Dunn, Mr, and MNrs.S,Gilbert, Miss D,Buckle, Mr.S,Kempster,
Mrs,B.Norton, Mr, and Mrs,S.J,Potter, Mr.R.,Richards, Miss W,Smith, Miss G,4.C.Smith,

F,W,0, SECRETARY. Mr, S,J,knott recently tendered his resignation as Secretary of the
Free Will Offering Fund, and this has been accepted with regret, a
warm expression of thanks to Mr, Knott being conveyed to him from Church Meeting, Mr.
D,G,Hughes has kindly agreed to undertoke this important work and has been duly appointed
as Secretary, We are grateful to him for his willingness to add this %o the other
duties he ia at present carrying out so efficiently,
A GINERQUS GIFT, The Church hag recently been presented with a most welcome aid to our
work and worship, this being a pleno kindly given by Miss D,E.Stephens
of 12, Wilton Gardens, Shirley, Southampton, We are indeed grateful to Miss Stephens
for her gencrosity, There was o need for such an instrument as the Church was faced
~with a problem in respect of a piano which required attention at some cost; this instru-~
ment is now for sale at o very low figure and anyone interegted should apply to Miss
Thomas for particulars,

A NEW NOTICE BQARD, By the time this issuve is in your hands we hope that thc old notice
board will have been removed and a new one crected, The o0ld board,
which was originally the builders! board, has done good service, but it is perhaps an
understatemcnt to say that it had got past its prime, We are grateful to Mr, Cornwall,
lir, Curtis and Mr, Wood for all they have donc¢ in the matter of arranging the replacement,

REGISNATION OF MR. GOODWIN WAIKER, Mr., Goodwin Walker rccently tendered his resignation
as Church Orgonist to take effect from the end of

July, and this was accepted at Church Mceting, when thanks werc expressed for his ser-

vices and the best wishes of the fellowship were conveyed to him, Several weeks ago

Yr, Goodwin Walker sustained an injury to his thumb and this has caused him considerable

inconvenience, We trust that he will soon quite recover from this trouble,

THE CHURCH RAMP, Among the definitions of a "ramp" we see that there is "a vulgor, ill-
behaved woman" so we hasten to add that our reference is to another
definition, %“an inclined plane leading from one level to another," Some of owr members
~=an unfortunately come to Church only in invalid chairs and Mr. Wood has constructed a
- “ramp of the latter kind sc that the chairs can be wheeled into the hall gquite easily.
Qur thanks go to Iir, Wood for this service to our friends, and indeed for the many
other "jobs" which he undertakes so willingly and efficiently for his Church,

THE CONGREGATIONAL HONTHLY, At the "May Meetings" a request was made that Churches
should try to obtain a wider circulation of this magazine,
and at the Church Meeting held on 29th, July, Mr. Harrison distributed to members speci-
men copies so that any who were unfamiliar with this publication could have the oppor-
tunity of assessing its merits, The "Monthly", which costs 3d. per copy, does give ncws
of the wider fellowship of our Congregational Churches and it is hoped that many of our
members will become regular subscribers, The matter will come before the Church Meeting
on 2nd. September for further discussion,
WHAT DO YOU DO _ON THURSD.Y EVENINGS? We make no apology for referring once again to
these services at which the attendance has varied
between 15 and 30 on most occasions, We wonder if members feel that this is adequate
representation from a membership of over 150, Please regard these services as a prior
c¢lainm on your time on Thursday evenings, That great man, Dr, Doddridge had a rule for
meetings of his Church Missionary Society which is not without interest in this
connection; this is an extract from it; "we herceby engage that we will, each of us, if
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we conveniently can, attend at such meetings, unless such circumstances happen as to
lead us in our conscicnces to conclude that it will be morc acceptable in the sight of
God that we should bc cmployed in some other business elsewhere," What a difference
there would be to Church gatherings everywhere if we all accepted that stendard in the
natter of our attendance!

PROPOSED EXTENSION TQ THE SIATL HALL. A source of thanksfulness in recent months has

been the increase in the number of children who
have joined the morning Sunday School and Little Church, This growth hag however brought
its problems, the principal of which is the need for more accornmodation for the class
teaching., A sub-cormittce has given consideration to this necd and cane to the con-
clusion that an urgent requircment was an extension of the small hall, to give about
double the present space. A Special Church Meeting was called to discuss this proposition
and it was decided that cstimates be obtained for such an extension and brought to a
later Church lgceting for approval, It was natural that any talk of additional building
should raise th¢ questicn of the prospects of a commencement being made in the building
of the Church itseclf, Finance looms large when this is considered, and mention was
made of a possible cost of £25,000 or £30,000, a staggering figure indeed! However in
view of the fact that a sub-committee for finonce wos recently constituted it was de- —~
cided to request thet bedy to look inte the whole question of finance, to include pro-
posals for raising the funds needed for the extensgion and to consider if the buildin
of the Church was likely to be possible in the near future in view of the cost involved,

SUMMER CHURCH OQUTING, An all day cuting by coach was arranged for 17th, June and was a
very enjoyable social occagion, The route toaken was via Guildford,
Runnymede, where an opportunity was afi'crded for a visit to the R,A,F. Memorial to tae
20,000 airmen who have no known grave (the memorial is most impressive, but we were left
with an overwhelming sense of the tragedy involved in the loss of so meny fine young men)
Burnham Beeches, where lunch was taken, Gracknell, Hindhead, where we arrived an hour
late quite rcady for tea, and home by way of Petworth and Arundel, To Mr. Grew cordial
thanks are due for all the trouble he took to ensure that everything went off without
a hitch,
LADIES' WORKING PARTY. The ladies have been taking a well earned rest from their Tues-
day afternoon labours, but meetings will commence again early in
September at a date to be announced, All ladies of the Church and Congregation are
cordially invited to "join the perty", which will, as formerly, meet at 2,30 pem, On
alternate Tuesday afternoons,
A NEW DEVOTIONAL MEETING, Irs, Franks has suggested, and it has been agreed, that on
the Tuesday afternoons when the Iadies?! Working Party does
not meet, devotional meetings Tor women should be held, and it is hoped that they will
be well supported, This new venture is being launched with the support and blessing
of' the Ladies' Working Party, but will be a separate body with its own committee, Full
details of the opening meeting will be given from the pulpit in due course,

A SUCCESSFUL SALE, The British and Foreign Bible Society sale, held in the Assembly

Hall at Worthing on 7th, July last, in connection with the 150th.
Anniversary of the CJocilety, was an outstanding success, Our Church Jjoined with Shelley
Road in accepting responsibility for the handkerchief stall, the procecds from which
emownted to about £50, The total realised at the sale was over £700, Thanks to all
who helped in the achievement of this splendid result,

<

WHITHER CONGREGATIONALISM?

Dr, Leslie Cooke, Secretory of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, in
his annual report at the May Meetings this year, devoted a substantial part of his time
to a consideration of the place of the Union (and to a lesser extent the County Unions)
in the l1ife of Congregationalism, Dr, Cooke pointed out tnat the position had moved
beyond that envisaged in 1833 when the Union was formed and the constitution provided
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thet it was to be founded "on the brosdest recognition of their oun distinctive prin-
¢iple, nanely, the Scriptural right of every separate Church to naintain perfect in-
dependence in the government and administration of its own perticular affairs", Dr,
Cooke continued, "In seeing the necd of a national fellowship of Congregational Churches
they were rignt; in thinking thsy could define the limits of the 1life and activities
of such a fc¢llowship once they had created it, they were nistaken,"

Dr. Cooke went on to say, "whether we like it or not, the fact that we do certain
things together for each other is carrying us beyond the concept that o Unicn, whether
national or county, is an optional association of independent units for certain pre-
determined purposcs,

There scems to be more then a hint here that some curtailment of the independency
of the local Church is envisaged, and as many may feel that this affects the very basis
of' Congregotionalism it would be interesting to have the views of our merbers on this
subject.

Closely allied with this matter, and tcuched on also by Dr, Cooke, was the question
of Church union, and on this he said, "Secondly, think of cur merbership of the Free
Chmrch Federal Council, By cormmon agreement, the last Congress at Worthing seems to
have been the most important for meny years, The whole question of Frec Church Unity
was opened up agein - and opened by the interesting suvggestion that the Free Churches
of this country might find greator unity, not by a series of negotiations with each
other, but by seeing themselves drawn together in membership and service of a national,
united, Reformed Church of BEugland,"

There seems to be visualised here a step far beyond the proposed Congregational
Presbyterian Union, negotiations on which have so far, after some years of discussion
between repreaentatives of both denominations, not resulted in an agreement for union,
It scems recsconable to assume that the all-embracing unicn under a Reformed Church of
England would be even more Jifficult of attairment,

There are then these two issucs, the possibility of curtailing the independency
of the local Church and the matter of a union of the Churches, Both issuss are of funda-
mental importance and Church Meetings might well be devoted to a consideration of them,
Certainly our forcfathers put great value on Independency and it should not be lightly
discarded, Also it may be pertinent to enquire if union, with presumably a considerable
measure of uniformity, will necessarily meke for added strength, 4 few decades ago the
divisions between the denominations werc greater than is the case today, but Nenconforme
ists were able to work together on great mational and international issues, and exercised
a powerful influcnce on governments, This influence was certainly greater than that
cxercised today and we would suggest that it may not be union that is the crying need

- .. 80 much as the will on the vart of the individual members of the various denominations
to make the Nonconfirmist Conscience the power it once was in our land, AE.D

A GREAT TNDEPENDENT

An interesting book for Fongfegaulonsilstu hos rccen+1y been published by Independ-
end Press Ltd, This is a 1ife of Rev, Wm, Roby (1766~1830) by Principal W. Gordon
Robinson, Roby, who had a great reputation as preacher and pastor, played an important
part in the expansion of Independency in Lencashire and was one of the "fathers and
founders" of the London Missicnary Society, He was largely responszible for the formation
of the Lencs, Cong. Union and the foundingz of Lancs, Independent College, as well as
being a strenuous worker for the British and Foreign Bible S001cuy and the Religious
Tract Socicty. He had his troubles however, and the book gquotes a member of his Church
stating in 1804, "We had most distressing Church Meetings, Ve saw our dear Pastor stand
upon his feet for four or five hours without intermission, We heard him assaiied in
the most uncourteous, the most unchristian manner,.."

Roby refers in a letter to his wife to a missionary scrmon he hod preached, and it
would seem from the following extract that congregations were made of pretiy stern stuff
in those days. To quote, "“The attention of the immense and heated congregation was
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kept up thro' the whole in the liveliest manner tho' I preached an hour and forty
ninutes, "

And to think that nowadays mony people regard helf an hour as being too long! AE.D

SPIRTITUAL HEALING, On page 2, ur, Froenks writes on the Hinistry of Healing and the pro-

posed services vhich are to be held twice a menth, PReaders of the
"Christian World" will remember the articles on this subject 2 month or two ago, and the
very remarkeble instances of cures being sffected with patients who hod been regarded
as incurable, This is a metter which we shall surely all approach in a spirit of faith
and cxpectoncy, and in the knowledge that "with Him all things are possible,"
CONGREGATIONAL PRAISE, We wonder if we are alone in feeling that some hymn tunes which

have been altered in the new Congregational Praise constitute

merely en alteration rather than an inprovement, To give but one instance, why not
leave the lovely tune "Elmhurst® for "0 God of iMercy, God of iight," ¥e believe how-
ever that this tune is omitted altogether in Congregational Praisc,

4lso we would welcome an explanation of the ¢xplanation given on pages /19 and
720 of the new gystem of chanting, —
A CONTROVERSTAL IMATTER. Interesting issves are raised by the protests sent to the Quee

by the Protestant Truth Socicty and the Protestant Alliance
with regard to her Majesty's donation to the Southwark Roman Catholic Cathedral re-
building fund. Mr. Kensit's view iz that guch = gift is inconsistent with the oaths
teken by the Queen, with their emphasis on the upholding of the Frotestant faith., The
Assembly of the Free Church of Scoiland has also stated that it views the matter with
deep concern,

Criticisms of the monarch's actions arc in this country made very infrequently
compared with say 50/100 yeors ago, when advocates of republicanism werc not unknown
here, Without commenting on the merits of this particuler issue it iz perhaps per-
missible to any that (shedes of COromuell) Congregotionolists at any rate could not sub-
scribe to anything savouring of a "king can do no wrong" attitude,

EVANSTON 1954, As we "go to press" the great gathering of the ¥World Council of Churches

is meeting at Evanston, Illinois, U,S,A. It is indecd & wonderful step
forward that the representatives of 161 Churches can comc together in this way., Only a
few years 2go such a thing would have seemed impossible. The results of the discussions
will be eagerly ewaited by Christians all over the World, Cn both sides of the “Iron
Curtain," In this connection it is good to learn that the delegates from some of the
Commnist countries have been admitted to the U,S,4. and to the Council meetings, Per-—-
heps this will 21l help to show how very unnccessary these barriers between the nations
really are, and bring nesrer the day when Christ shall be not only "THE HOPE OF THE
WORLD", but will be acclaimed by all peoples as King and Savicur,

COLLECTICNS FOR JUNE iND JULY, 1954.

ENVELOPES : LOCSE Casi: ENVELOPES : LOOSE ©ASH
£ s, 4. £ 8., e £ s, G £ s, 4,
June 6th: 7 12 3 10 9 0 July Lth:e 10 18 6 8 13 2
13th; 9 0 0 8 6 0 1th: & 11 9 9 4 6
20th: 8 10 6 8§ 2 9 1€th; 8 18 11 9 9 A
27%h: 6 11 3 7 15 0O 25th: 8 0O 11 7 0 8 .
M 1k 0 3 12 9 36 10 4 3 7 5

TOTAL FOR TWO MONTHS: £137. Lo 3d. CONGREGATIONAL PASTORS' WIDOWS! FiND: £25. C. Od.

MATIN by Stanley Stokes,

T felt ashoamed this morning I listened, and I wonacred

To hear 2 blackbird preise vhy, for a day so fair,

At dawn, with silvered ecstasy, 4 bird, not I for utuer Jjoy
One of Junc's lovely days, Should offer God a prayer,
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THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE

The Manse, October 1954,
My Dear Friends,

One matter above, I suppose, all others has been our concern at recent Church
Meetings, It is that of accommodation,

The morning Children's Church is expanding at such a rate that an already diffie-
cult position is rapidly becoming impossible., We do sympathise with the teachers
who are so handicapped and thank them for their faithfulness, We hope that when the
extension has been completed it will provide adequate room = at least for some time
to come.

The need for more accommodation in the Church itself is a much more difficult
problem to solve. (We ought to be thankful that we face such a problem), Will you
please continue to give it your prayerful thought so that we may be certain what is
the next step to take? We need to remember that our planning is all under God, and
that primerily and essentially we must turn to Him for guidance even in such a

~ materialistic matter as bricks and mortar,

VO It has been possible for me to visit the afternoon Sunday School and it has
been good to see that they too are welcoming new members, They are still only a few
altogether, but there is every likelihood of more recruits being enlisted., To those
who form the staff there we offer our thanks too,

In addition to new children we have been glad to welcome new friends to our
congregation Sunday by Sunday., We trust that they will find that it is easy to wor-
ship among us and that the spirit of the ever-present Christ is readily discernible.

Thank you for your support in the services of Intercession and Thanksgiving -
both those who are able to remain with us and those who follow the services in their
homes, We cannot begin to estimate the results of such a ministry; probably we should
not try. Suffice it to say that the numbers of those who have asked for our prayers
is sufficient indication of the need, and that some have already felt that God has bew
gun to answer our intercessions for them,

I came across the following the other day. The words are of Professor A.N,
Whitehead, "The worship of God is not a rule of safety, it is an adventure of the
spirit, a flight after the unattainable." OQur worship? An adventure?

"God's benison go with you and with those
That will make good of bad and friends of foes",

Yours very sincerely,
C. C, FRANKS,
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Are we sufficiently militant about the implications of our religious beliefs?
We might sometimes ponder on some words of Edmund Burke, "For the progress of evil
all that is necessary is that good people should do nothing,"

THE MISSION FIELD

"Within the Churches professions of Christ and the recognition of missionary
obligation are inseparable," So writes the General Secretary of the London
Migsionary Society in reference to South America, which is the most impressive
country for evangelism at present., Such a statement is a forcible reminder that we
are all members not only of one small community but of a World Church,

How much do we know of the needs and activities of this great Church? During
this winter the work of the Church in modern India is to be the subject for study in
all our Churches. At our Church Meeting in November interesting literature about
many fields of missionary enterprise will be available, as well as misgionary maga- £X
zinsg, "News from Afar" is a megazine that every Sunday School child past the
primary stage will delight to read. A copy of the "Missionary Chroniclé" in the home
of each Church member is the living link with Christian work all over the Worid.

A still closer bond between members of the World Church is that of daily inter-
cesgion in the fellowship of the Prayer Union.

This has had to be a year of retrenchment by the L.M.S. and the young Churches
are shouldering heavier responsibilities, In India, which is our special interest
this winter, members of village Churches give out of their poverty, Church giving
means a meal of rice less a day. As we know more of the needs of the World Church
vwe shall supply them,

A missionary contribution from every Church member will change the word "re-
trenchment" into "“advance", and the fields "white unto harvest" will not lack
labourers, H.G.

DEEDS OF COVENANT

Conzequent upon the decision of Church Meeting to proceed with the enlargement of
the Children's Hall The Finance Committee has been considering ways and means of
raising funds to meet the cost of the much needed accommodation for the children,

One suggestion is that an endeavour be made to increase the number of members of
the Church and congregation who help the funds of the Church by entering into a Deed
of Covenant.,

It may not be generally known that by this method the Church can claim a rebate
of tax from the Inland Revenue Authorities, A big advantage of this scheme is that
contributions may be made through the medium of the Free Will Offering Envelopes,
thus spreading over the year the amount to be covenanted, Any who pay Income Tax at
the standard rate of 9/- in £, may join the scheme and thus help the Church to receive -
an additional 16/4d, for every £1 given through the F,W.0, envelopes, without any
extra expense to themselves,

Payments under the Covenant cease at death and no further liability attaches to
an estate,

Mro H, Horsfall has been requested to act as the Covenant Scheme secretary and
he will be pleased to receive any enquiries regarding the taking out of a covenant,

This is how it works out:

Weekly payment to F,W,O0, Total annual payment, Church receives additional

/- £ 212 0 £2 2 5
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THE USE OF STLENCE

"The Free Churches need to experiment with the use of silence, There are two
pointas at which its value is plain: at the beginning of the service, that in quietness
‘the worshippers may find out what is the soul's sincere¢ desire, and after the sermon,
Ste Augustine prayed: 'O Lord Who canst teach Thy faithful people without the din of
wordg, teach ug,!

We need to learn that it is not only in seeking and doing, but in a wise
passivenegs that the soul is fed,”

Rev, John Bishop, M,A.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr, Editor,

"Is beauty necessary for worship," This or some such questionwas asked at our
P=ntember Church Meeting with reference to futwre building plans,

The answer is obviously "No", but many of us feel that this negation needs qualie
fying by the reminder that beauty is often conducive to creating a worshipful atmosphere,

Lagt August I and come friends visited a 1little Methodist Church in the Cotswolds,
The modest little building lay off the main road and was difficult to find, The membere
ship was only six, and togethsr with three visitors the attendance totalled only eleven,
The 1ittle "chapel" was old, dark and seemed chilly for the time of year, and added to
that the singing was painfully slow, Also redecoration was apparently necessary, So
although we were cordially welcomed the spirit of worship was not easily atteined, and
one wondered how much longer services under such conditions could be maintained,

A month or two previous it was a happy experience to altend a week night gathering
in the beautiful Richmond Hill Congregational Church, Bournemouth, Be it noted this
was not billed as a service, but as "AN EVENTNG OF MELODY", (Organ, Violin and Soloist),
But the lovely music and the architectural setting were such that the evening became
an act of worship, and the words of "Abide with me" were so wonderfully expressed by
organ and violin that the atmosphere was devotional without a spoken word,

We do not necessarily worship God better because we offer our heart's adoration
in o cathedral or any other impressive building, But neither is our worship necessarily
7§9re sincere because of the austerity of the earthly tawernacle, If our hearts are
.. -ght we can worghip in a most unpretentious meeting place, as we did at No, 3 Goring

Road in 1941 and 1942, but we do not honour God by failing to give the best we can in
Church architecture,

In looking ahead circumstances and finance may well limit us in what we should
like to do as regards a larger Church building, But it is in itself a lovely thought
that "Beauty is the appearance of the spiritual through the external," (R,Steiner)

Yours sincerely,
A Church Member,

CHURCH NOTES
MEMBERS, The continued increase in membership is most encouraging and we warmly
) welcome the following friends who have been admitted since our last issus.
Miss 4, M, Stace, Mr, and Mrs, W, L, Coltart, Mr, and Mrs., Mortimer J, Miller and
lire R, L, Richards, We regret that in the September/October number we stated that i
Richards had become a member; this should have read Mrs, Richards,

CHURCH ORGANTST, By the time this number of "The Chronicle" is in your hands Mr, F,H,

J. Bain will have taken up his duties as organist and we do extend
to him the good wishes of the whole of the fellowship, trusting that he will find
happiness and satisfaction in his work among us, We would like to record grateful
thanks to those friends who have over a period of some months so kindly played the
organ at the Sunday Services.
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AN URGENT REQUIREMENT, ir. Franks refers in his nessage to the growth of the Children's
Church, This work is being hampered not only by lack of accormm
odation but also by a shortage of teachers, Help is urgently nveded at once, particu-
larly for the Primary Group (ages 5 to 7). Any lady or gentleman who can take on this
work will be most welcome and should see Miss Ford about this, perhaps the most vital
part of the work of the Church,

THE PASSING OF AN OLD FRIEND, It was with deep regret that we heard of the passing of
o Mrs, Galley, who for many years was the faithful and
talented leader of our Choir, Our minds go back to the Elm Grove days when, by her
courtesy, we spent many happy e€venings at her home rehearsing our Church music,
Unfortunately failing health compelled her to resign in November 1950, when a
token of appreciation was handed to her from the Choir members, Our sympathy goes
out to Mr, Galley and his daughters in their bereavement, with the sincere hope that
they will receive Divine strength to carry on, AT

CHURCH WORKING PARTY, A Sale, the proceeds of which are to be devoted to the Chil—~

dren's Hell Extension Fund, is to be held on November 17th,,
commencing at 2,30 p.m, There will be a number of &talls end help is especially ree-
quested for two of them, the produce and the oddments stalls, Fruit, vegetables,
tinned goods etc, will be gratefully received for the former; with regard to the latter
we are asked to atress that oddments and not jumble are required, There is here, we
gather, a subtle distinction hidden from the mere male, but of which the ladies are
fully cognisant, Please do all you can to help in making the occasion a great success,
We nearly forgot to add one very important matter; this is that tea will be served
during the afternoon,

A MEETING FOR MEN, At a meeting recently called by Iir, Franks it was decided to form

a Men's Society which will meet fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons
at 3 p.m. on the same days that the Church Working Party meets, Some people have even
gone s0 far as to suggest that the fact that the ladies have tea about 4 o'clock had
an influence in the decision as to day and time of meeting, We make no comment, All
men, whether menbers of the Church or not, will be most welcome, The first meeting
will be on Tuesday 2nd, November, when Mr, Pesarn will give a talk on Dr, Albert
Schweitzer, the great medical missionary, It is hoped that the talk will be illus=
trated with 50/60 lantern slides of scenes at the hospital in Lambarene, French -~
Equatorial Africa,

THE CONGREGATIONAL MONTHLY. Miss Hawke has kindly agreed to act as Magazine Secretary

for this denominational paper., Please advise Miss Hawke
if you wish to become a subseriber, It is good to keep in touch with the wider aspects
of Congregationalism and the "Monthly" provides a meons of so doing, We gather that
thitnumber of applications has so far been somewhat meagre, Will you think about this
natter?

INFANT BAPTISM. On Lunday 19th, September the parents of Nicola Elizabeth Hughes brought

her to the morning service, at the conclusion of which My, Franks
conducted the service of infant baptism, The pledges made by the parents on these
occasions are of a solemn nature, and it is good also for us to remember the obligations
of the whole Church fellowship to Nicola,

AGIFT DAY, Tt is estimated that the cost of the extension to the Small Hall will be
about £1,250, This is a formidable sum, but in faith the decision was
made that the work should proceed at once and a start has been made by the builders,
A Gif't Day has been fixed for Thursday 16th, Decembery when Mr, Franks will be in his
vestry during the morning and afternoon to receive gifts towards the cost of the
extension, At 7,30 p.m. a service of thanksgiving will be held, when it is hoped that
an announCement may be made to the effect that the greater part of the sum required has
been received during the day, Please book the date,
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WONEN'S FELLOWSHIP. The inaugural neeting was held on Tuesday 14th, September, under
" the presidency of iirs, Franks, and the Pastor gave an inspiring
address, Over 30 ladies were present and it was felt that an encouraging start had
been nmade, At the next meeting the speaker was Siater Gibson, who described her work
in Hospital from a Christian standpoint., On October 12th., lirs, Methold, M.B.E. spoke
of the various aspects of Social Service in Worthing, D.E.B,

COACH TOUR TO SALISBURY, TForty members and friends of the Church took full advantage
of one of the few warm and sunny days we have had this Summer
by going on the coach tour to Salisbury on 1st. September, The coach left Worthing at
8o45 a,m, and arrived at Salisbwury shortly after mid-day, After lunch the party
isited the Cathedral and were able to enjoy the beauty of its architecture under very
favourable conditions, We then proceeded to Wilton Fouse, the family seat of the Earls
of Pembroke and Montgomery for the past 400 years, and toured the house and grounds,
To describe adequately the megnificence of the pictures, the china and other art
treagures would £ill several volumes, Tired but very happy we sat down to an excellent
~tea after which we started on our homeward journey, We reached Worthing about & perm.

fter a very enjoyable day, thanks to the excellent arrangements made by Mr, Grew,
ALEH,

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS

SUNDAY GAMES IN WEST PARK, We fee¢l sure that Mr, Franks has the whole Church fellow-

ship with him in the protest he has made to the Worthing
Corporation regarding the proposal to allow Sunday gomes in West Park, With many
people enjoying a five day week there would seem to be ample opportunity during the
rest of the week for such activities, and we do not believe that we are lacking in
tolerance or are being narrow minded in maintaining that our Sundey should not become
Just another week-day, It is, we submit, a heritage bought with a price and we have
the right and the duty to guard its distinctive and sacred character, The reports on
this matter in the local press do not meke the present position too clear, but we
venture Yo hope that the Worthing Council of Churches and the Pree Church Souncil will
pursue the protest with vigour,

OHE CHRISTIAN VOICE, Under this title "THE TIMES" on 20th, September devoted its first

P leading article to a tribute to the late Dr, S, W, Hughes whose

. sudden death when he appeared to be making a good recovery after an operation for
appendicitis came ags a great shock to his many friends, Dr, Hughes succeeded Dr,
John Clifford as minister of Westbourne Park Baptist Church and proved a worthy
follower of that great Nonconformist, Later he became secretary of the Free Church
Fedoral Council and in 1950 was President of the Baptist Union, an office he filled
with distinction. He was a militant Nonconformist in the John Clifford tradition; in
such metters as drink and gombling there could in his view be no compromise, As chaire
nan of the Executive Cormittee of the United Kingdom Alliance he played a vital part
in fighting the cause of total abstinence, Would there were more like him in the
ministry today$ The Free Churches have in his death sustained the loss of one of their
great men, one who was always prepared to stand unflinchingly for what he thought wes
right, but one also for whom a2ll who knew him had an enormous affection,

LOTTERTES/ AND CHURCH FUNDS. We read rccently that a body calling itself the National
Aesociation of Sports and Welfare Clubs had decided at
o nmeeting, which incidentally was held on a Sunday, to approach the Government with a
view to securing some easing in the restrictions regarding lotteries which were de=~
gigned "to benefit Church, sporting and social organisations," We were glad to sce
that there were a number of emphatic repudiations of the inference that Churches de-
sired to raise funds by such dubious methods, and a protest seems called for when a
body of +this kind seeks to further its ends by including the Churches among the poten=
tial beneficiaries, The plea is made that many clubs will not be able to carry on
unless this means of raising the income is adopted, as apparcntly quite a lot of
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"aportamen" will not give a small weekly sum to their club unless there is a chance
of receiving a handsome nonetary reward, Well, well}

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. At last it has happened! One has arrived and appears on page
3, We hope that this is but the beginning of a regular strean,
Anong a congregation the gize of ours there are surely some who wish to take the editor
to t ask about some of his ideas, May we issue a challenge? We believe that the Free
Churches have to a large extent been failing in their duty in recent years in not
placing before their congregations, and particularly their young people, the case for
personal total abstinence as a privilege of Christian =ervice, In our young days
practically every Free Church had its Band of Hope and Temperance instruction was given
regularly, Today it is possible to attend some of our Congregational Taurches for years
and hear no reference to the subject, though we would submit that the menace ol alcohol
is one of the biggest, if not THE biggest, problem facing the Christian Church at this
time, Can this be denied when we read of the startling increase in drunkenness amone—
young people under the age of 21; when the World Health Orgenisation gives the figur.
of 86,000 drink addicts in the United Kingdom, with a further 344,000 approaching that
stage; when the brevers ars launching a campaign to secure os beer drinkers millions
of women who do not at present touch alcohol; when the work of our missionaries is
being gravely hampered by the importetion into the Colonize of enormous quantitics of
gpirits? Does this concern-us as Christians? We hold that the harm done by this trade
in drink is so appalling that no Christian should support it by drinking intoxicants
at all, Is this goitig too far? We do not think so, but here is the opportunity for
the case of the non-abstaining Church member (if there are any of course) to be stated,
Letters please!

A FIRST VISIT TO MANCHESTER, They say that you haven't lived unless you have been to
Manchester, so the editor records that he began to live
on October 15th,, when for the first time he saw this famous city, The occasion was
the annual meeting (the 101st,) of the United Kingdom Alliance and it was good to see
the hall practically full for morning, afternoon and evening gatherings, It was good
also to see such enthusiasm for the Temperance cause, and under the genial chairmanship
of the president, Mr, Philip Fothergill, everything went with a swing, He is of course,
a Congregationalist, as is also Rev, Wm, Hodgkins, minister of Cliff Town Congregational,
Church, Southend-on-Sea, who was one of the principal speakers, It was raining when
we arrived in Menchester, when we left, and most of the time we were there, so the city
lived up to its reputation in that respect, However the weather did not detract from
the enjoyment of a memorable occasion,

COLLECTIONS FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 4954

ENVELOPES  LOOSE CASH ENVELOPES  LOOSE CASH
£ sy de £ s, d £ se Qo £ s, d,
Augs 1st: 10 5 8 912 11 Sepe Sths 8 5 3 9 5 6

8th: 6 8 9 8 14 11 12ths 8 2 6 818 1
15th: 817 7 818 1 19th: 717 8 718 7
22nd: 1111 5 8 0 4 26th: 1011 7
29th: 816 9 819 0

b6 0 2 4y 5 3 317 O

e
—_—mmE T EE=

TOTAL FOR TWO MONTHS: £151, L. 7d,
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME AND ORPHANAGE: £20, 16, 0d.
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