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The Manse.
December 1958.
My dear Friends,

1958 is drawing to its close, For us it has been a year of progress and change.
It. would be neither honest nor wise to pretend that there is nothing that has disap-
peirted nor failed to be as effective as we hoped. Nevertheless I do believe that
we shall look back on these twelve months as a time of real blessing by Ged. Please
accept again my thanks for your loyalty and service, which have been given in such
ample measure for so many of our activities in the witness to the living Christ.

Now we look to 1959. This verse sums up, better than I could express it, a true
attitude to the unknown future.

At Thy feet, O Christ, we lay

Thine own glft of this new day; (year)
Doubt of what it holds in store

Makes us crave Thine aid the more;
Lest it prove a time of loss

Mark it, Saviour, with Thy Cross.

Wie have been celebrating the birth of Jesus - Immanuel - God with us: the most
astounding, challenging and hopeful fact with which this world has ever been presented.
It remains as fresh and as potent as ever it was. This fundamental truth we exist to
acknowledge and to publish. We have a glorious God who has done wonderful things for
us, and we cannot do other than share them. There is no doubt of the world's need -
therc is evidence that many are recognising it who not long ago would have despised
the thought that God could mean anything to them. The revelation has come to us and
we are entrusted with the task of presenting it to those who have not seen or under-
stood. It is vith this presentation that we shall often be concerned in 1959.
Katherine Mansfield defined the function of religion as "to make the commonplace
virtues as attractive as the ordinary vices. To present the good as the witty, the
adventurous, the romantic, the gay, the alluring, and the evil as the dull, the solemn,
the conventional and the unattractive." It would be easy to criticise this definition
as being too narrow, but there is the essence of the truth in it.

May you have much happiness in presenting Jesus in 1959. May you know this
coning year the Jjoy of the prescnce of Christ in every experience.
Yours very sincerecly,
C.C. FRANKS.
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BABY SITTERS WANTED :
From d¥rs., Dobson comes the following request: "Are there any members of the con-

gregation who would be willing, just now and then, to volunteer for baby sitting?
Parents ~f young children are often prevented from attending together evening activities
within the Church. Any offers will be most gratefully received. Transport can be ar-
ranged if necessary."

OUR "WINTER FAIR

The dictioneries define the word 'Bazaar' as "a group of shops where goods are
exposed for sale." And that in effect briefly yet accurately describes the "Winter
Fair" wvhich was held on our premises on Saturday, 15th November last. Remembering
that it was only a year ago that a highly successful similar effort was made, our
latest attempt to dimimish the debt on the newly purchased Manse was surprisingly suc-
cessful, the total of £606 being reached.

Opened at 10.30 a.m., by Councillor NWorman Cooke, accompanied by Mrs. Cookc, and
with our own Church member and friend - Mr. R.O. Parker, F.I.A., as Chairmen, thc sale
had a good send-off, emlivened by touches of humour, Mrs. Parker also being precsent on
the platform; bouquets were presented to the two ladies.

The ‘group of shops' represented by various stalls were under the management of e
the following Church Organisations: Working Party, Needlewerk and Knitted goods.
Women's Fellowship, Cakes and Sweets, Men's Fellowship, Groceries., Children's Church
and Sunday School, Gift Stall. Girls'! Lifc Brigodc, Handkerchiefs ond Cosmetics.

Fruit and Flovers, lrs. Horsfall and helpers. Sideshows arronged by the Young Wives
Pcllowship, and Refreshments by the Catering Committee. The official list supplicd
mokes no reference to the weeks and months of work preceding the 'Fair', ncither does
it give any idea of the expeditious manncr in which the stalls were erected, end ggain
dismantled. But by early evening the Church Hall was once again its digmified and
peaceful self'! o

The respective merits of Sales of Work and Gift Days must always arise at such
times, and maybe are talked over once again after the final result is known. But there
is one happy aspect concerning the former which is not always realised. On the social
side there 1s quite often the coming together once more of former friends and workers
of other days, and it was so on this occasion. Mr. and Mrs. Graham Askew, now estecmed
and valued members of the Steyne Gardens tiethodist Church, were both present, and by
coming showed that they still retain their kindly interest in our welfare. Only five
years since lir. Askow was for a brief period our own very able Church Secretary, and
together with his wife gave most valuable service at a somewhat critical time. Ve were
indeed pleased to hove -them with us, and sincerely hope that the somewhat protracted -
period of ill-health vhich has hondicapped Mrs., Askew in movement, mey soon be a thing *
of the past.

If in this report therc is any omission to rccognise helpful service rendered,
please put it down to ignorance on the part of the reporter! One official did have a
heavy load to carry to the Bank, but our good friend and Church Treasurer cheerfully
undertook that journey! ‘ C.H.C.

=== 00000 ===

GCRING CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH =-=-= PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE!

January 1955, Membership 151; 9th largest Congregational Church in Sussex.
New Building Fund £988. :
ERESENT Jamuary 1959. Membership 250: 4th largest Congregational Church in Sussex.
New Building Fund £6000.
FUTURE January 1963. Membership 390; 2nd largest Congregotional Church in Sussex.
New Building Fund £14000, The new Church will be cumpleted early this year.
It is expected that before the opening date the balance of £5000 ocutstanding
will then have been greatly reduced.
The PAST and PRESENT are facts; the FUTURE only fantasy; but with the experience
of 1955 to 1959 it could become a fact., ILet a future slogan be, "The New Church built
by 163", V.G, H.
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CHURCH NOTES
NEW MEIBERS Ve give a warm welcome intc the closer fellowship of the Church to Mr.
and Mrs. N. Rippon of 49, Melrnse Avenue, who were recently admitted to membership. .
We understand that Mr. & Mrs. Rippon will scon be mcving from Worthing and we take
this opportunity of wishing them well in their new sphere of activity. They Jjoined
on profession of faith. Mrs. Rippon has of course been long knovn to us, formerly
as Miss Daphne Wiseman,

INFANT BAPTISM At a recent service of Infant Baptism Hilery Wrighton was presented,
ard we rejoice that the promises have been given that this child shall be brought up
in the knowledge of the Christian faith. We claim no magical qualities in the form
of baptismal service usual within the Congregational Church, the emphasis being on
the obligations underteken by the parents and the church fellowship.

WCMEN'S GUIID -~ WORKING PARTY Our meetings will commence again with the Annual
Business Meeting to held on Tuesday, 13th January, at 2.30 p.m. We shall be pleased
to welcome new friends as well as old to this meeting. M.H

~JCVEN'S GUIID - FELLCWSHIP We invite all ladies to attend our meetings on alternate

fuesdays at 3 p.m. and hope that many vill join the Fellowship in 1959. Our programme
for January and February is as follows:=-
January 20th: Devotional Meeting. Rev., W.J. Ashford.
February 3rd: Short talks by three members. "The work of the National Council of
Women" by Mrs. J.R. Bridger, if.A.
"Home Visiting of the Blind" by Miss Hilda Grey, B.A.
"Worthing Hospital Ladies' Assocation" by biiss A.M. Thomas.
" 47th: "Music in Wership," with illustrations from Walford Davies.
Mr. H.J. Harland. AE.E.

A& member of the VWays and Means Committee writes
as follows, "We are sure that all members of the Church would wish to show their thanks
and appreciation to all the folks who have helped to swell the Building Fund by their
generous ccllections in the ‘boxes; these amounted to £70. If there is anyone who
would like to have a box and so contribute in this way, any member of the Ways and Means
Committee will be glad to supply one. Thank you all very much indeed."

THE LIFEBCY TEAM Mr. R.E. Jones, the leader of the newly formed Lifeboy Team repcrts,

"We continue to make good progress. Ve have now held six meetings as a Lifeboy Team,

:\and the official forms have been forwarded to Boys' Brigade Headguarters. On Thursday,

14th December, two officers and twelve boys attended Broadwater Baptist Church to join
with the other Worthing teams in a Carol Service, followed by games and refreshments.
A good time was had by all.

Miss Christine Jones has consented to become an officer of the Team. Ve are grate-
ful to Miss Thomas who has helped as pianist, but we do need someone to undertake this
work regularly."

CUNG WIVES' FELLCWSHIP Ve have been pleased to welccme many new friends these last
feW'weekg, and we hope that during the coming year more will join us. We can assure
them that not only will they be amcng friends, but that our Monday evenings are a
wonderful relaxation after the washday chores - with or without a washing machine!

The opening meetings in the New Year are, 12th January. "Palestine." Rev. C.C, Franks.
26th January. "Home Decorating." Mr. Gorton.

M.S.D,
MEN'S FELLCWSHIP The new session opens en 13th January, 1959 with an address by Rev.
C.C. Frarks on "One Church, One Faith, One Lord." The remaining programme is as fcllows:
Jan 27th: Mr. H.J. Pressley° Subject: Facets.
Feb 40th: Dr. H.G. Chapman, M.A.,Litt.D. " Nineveh.,
" 24th: Councillor A. Norman Cooke. " The Amateur Sailor.
Mar 10th: Rev. W. Alex. Law. " Tyrolean Tourist. (With Slides)
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Max 24th: Mr. W, Annible. Subject: Reminiscences,

Musical and Othervwise.
Apl 7th: Rev. A.S. Hullah, M.C. " Something about Gibraltar.

(With Slides)

Our rnumbers have been depleted duting the first half of the session by sickness
and other causes, but vwe are looking forward to an increased attendance in the New Year,
A good programme has been arranged, and new members will be welcomed into our friendly
fellowship. Pleasc come along and encourage our speakers by providing a bumper
audience. : P.S.W.

wmm=00000~==~

DAYS GOF PRAYER: DEVOTICNAL CHURCH MEETINGS: BIBLE STUDY GROUP

The subjects and details of the above church activities are as follows:
Days of Prayer Jan 28th: Unity among the Churches as seen by Baptist,
Anglican and Congregationalist.
Feb 25th: The Church needs ministers at Home and Overscas,

and Laymen.,
Devetional Church Meetings Jan 8th: It's my opinion. —
" 45th:( . . Yhat have we to give?
W oopd,( OWF Neighbours. How can ve give it?
Feb 5th:( Commenwealth Missionary South Africa.
" 12th:é Society Australia & N, Zealend.
" 19th: at werk in -- Jamaica & British Guiara.

Bible Study Group Jan 6th: St. Merk. Ch.6, v.14/56. Herod's Conscience.5000 fed. Calm
out of Storm.

" 20th: Ch.7,v. 1/37. Danger of tradition. Foreigner with
sense of humour. Speech and hearing
restored.

Feb 3rd: Ch.8,v. 1/Ch.9,v. 1. Crovd fed. Sign refused. Blind
healed, Peter's Belief. Disciples'
, Qualifications.

" 47th: Ch.9,v. 2/50. The Transfiguration. An Epileptic
Boy healed. Provisions for enter-
ing the Kingdom of God.

GIRLS LIFE BRIGADE (Inc.) 5th WORTHING COMPANY

On the 29th November, after issembly, Reception of Colours, the National Anthem,
o hymr and a prayer, a welcome was given to visitors by Mrs. E. Stratton. Miss M.
Wingate, Commandant, ¥.J.A.C., presented awards, and the girls scttled dcwn to show how
versatile they were, with P.T., Team Games, Charades, Miming, Nursery Rhymes and Songs.
The evening raised £2 10 0d. for the Church Building Fund from proceeds of Tea and
Biscuits sold during the interval., The music of course could not go vrong under the
able direction of Miss Miriem West.

The Compony gave an entertainment on 2nd December, to the folks at the Blind Home
in Nursery Lene, and on the 40th a repeat at "Wraybury," Beccles Road, which was all
very much enjoyed and appreciated. Well done G.L.B.!

GeY.oJ.

e (OO0 OO = oo

From moulies and ghosties

ind long-leggedy beasties

ind things that go bump in the night
Oh Lord deliver us!

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 16 (01) THE CHRONICLE: January 1959

_b..
fes, Hallowe'en. A most amusing evening enjoyed by young and old. The Young VWives
had certainly put themselves out in an endeavour to meke things go with a bang! Iost
unusual games were played, the prize winners being rewarded with apples. Peeling the
apple and then pinning the peel back into position required skill. There were the
ever popular games of bob-apple and fork-spearing by mouth, etc., and the hall was dec-
orated with black cut-outs and candles, but the highlight of the evening was reached
vhen the witch (Mrs Franks) galloped in on a broomstick and stirred up fortunes in a
cauldron, calling on the youngsters to come and listen to their fate. Of courss the
usual feast was provided, and all the merry little wives who helped to make this such
a successful evening are to be congratulated.

G.Y.J.
~===00000==~~
EDITORIAT, JOTTINGS

THIS IS ENGLAND Do you read "The Times?' If so no doubt you enjoy the weekly advert-
isements under the above heading of Kirkland Bridge Church Restorations Ltd; these
deal in a very amusing manner with a variety of matters which are a concern to the
Church. A recent subject of comment was the Parish Magazine, and we cannot refrain

~Jfrom quoting the opening paragraph. "The average Parish Magazine is as inspiring as a
.. Plate of cold porridge in a Manchester hotel on a wet Sunday morning; for it lacks

-~

Colour, Challenge, Inspiration, Action and a Sense of Things Happening; it is short
of News, pictures and fun!"
flell! Well! TWhat a werning to editors of church magazines!

THURSDAY EVENING DEVOTIONAL MERTINGS  Our reason for being constituted as a Church
is the belief in the value and efficacy of corporate worship, but despite the appeals
which Mr. Franks has made from time to time attendances at the Thursday mectings are
disappointingly low. It does seem odd that on the average but one in sixteen of our
members attends these gatherings. Here at any rate is the opportunity to make (and
kecp) a New Year's resolution,

DO YOU DRINK MITK? The Milk Marketing Board scems to have conducted a successful
campaign to secure an increase in the consumption of milk. If we consult our Bibles
we shall certainly find many references to the beneficial properties of this beverage.
But what about those metal tops on the bottles in which your milk is delivered? Do
you throw them away? Plcase remember that the Sunday School want all they can get;
they have alrcady raised quitc a handsome sum for the Church Building Fund by the sale
of these tops. So do please bring yours along and help to swell the Building Fund.

‘DEATH CON THE ROADS Deaths on our roads in 1957 amounted to 5,550, with the injured

numbering 268,308, of whom 63,706 were seriously injured! How long will the country
continue to countenance this kind of thing? It is sad to reflect that while the popu-
lar Press can find ample space to deal with the sordid details of the love life of

some minor film star, this great slaughter on the roads remains almost unmentioned.

If, as is alleged, the public gets the kind of newspapers it desires and deserves,

such views constitute a shocking commentary on our standard of values. These same
newspapers depend for their income largely on advertisements, and it is reasonable to
enquire if this is why there appears to be a conspiracy of silence in the Press regard-
ing the part which drink plays in this slaughter,

It is estimated that at least 4LO% of casualties on the roads have drink as a
maejor or a contributory cause. Thus it is probable that anything up to 2,500 of the
deaths come under this heading. The long awaited Drew Report, sponsored by the Medi-
cal Research Council, is receiving a minimum of publicity in Government circles and
in the Press, but such preliminary details as have been published make it abundantly
clear that even the smallest amount of alcohol slows down a car driver's reaction,
and makes him a danger on the roads. The time is surely ripe for making it an offence
punishable with imprisonment, as is the case in Sweden, for any driver found to have
morc than a specified amount of alcohol in the system. And in Sweden they do not wait
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for an accident to occur before they make the test; any driver is liable to be stopped
and a specimen of his blood taken at any time he is in charge of a car. This has had
a most salutary effect in that country and doubtless would in our owm.

Vhat havoc drink causes: In England and Viales alone there are 100,000 chronic
alcoholics and 400,000 semi~alcoholics, in the earlier stoges of addiction, It is
probably an understatement to say that onc and o half million men, women and children
are in abjcect misery as a rcsult of the failurec of these addicts to remain so-called
"moderats" drinkers. One and a half million for whom Chrigt died:! Should not this
be a major concern of the Church ?

The "Christian World" has recently publishced the results of . valuable survey
carried out by the Revd 8.H. layor, M.A., B.D., a Congrcgational minister. Mr Mayor
worked on the lines of a "Gallup Poll", taking at random from the Ycar Book the names
of 125 Congregational ministecrs, and scending them a questionnaire covering a wide
range of subjects. Amorg these questions were some dealing with the Temperance situ-
ation. The rcsults arc interesting, if depressing, to Temperance workers. Asked,
"Arc you a total abstainer?" 80 answercd "Yes" end 43 "No". 2 did not reply. 83% of
the men over 60 werc obstaincrs, as against 535 only of thosc under that age. It ape
pecars that a graduatce is ncarly twicc as likely tobec a non-abstaincer as a non-grod- —
uate. To the guestion "Do you obscrve Temperance Sunday?" 43 out of 125 answered,
"Yes", If we are to judge by this survey it would scem that it will not be long bo-
forc cbstaining ministers are in a minority in Congregationlism, This does raisc
the point as to what lead is given to ministerial students in the Congregational
Training Colleges on this subject. Vhat advice docs a non-abstaining minister give
to the young peoplc in his charge? If he tclls them to abstain, but fails to do this
himsclf, his advice can carry little weight; if he urges so-called "moderate" drink-
ing he may well be sctting some young person on the path that leads to destruction.
For he cannot tell which among the youngsters in his congregation is the potential
addict, who, oncc starting the drinking habit, must inevitzbly become an addict.

Vhat a responsibility to carry if the wrong advice is given!

Envelopes Loose Collections Envelopes Loosc Collections

£ s 4. £ s 4. £ s d £ s do

Oct 5 " 7 0 11 0 9 Nev 2 6 46 6 8 13 6
12 M 2 6 10 12 3 920 15 O 13 17 O

19 M 3 0 2 1 7 16142 0 O 10 2 7

26 1w 7 3 11 12 1 2348 16 0 12 3 6
S — 30 9..3..0 10 16 0

£4_29..9 £L4__6__8 £67 10 6 £55 12 7

e ey 2 S et e . T———— . — —

TOTAL for Two Months £216 9 6d.
Retiring Collections:=-
Girls' Life Brigade £6 11 0d.
British & Foreign Bible Society £10 12 10d.

As a result of the Winter Fair it has been possible to reduce the loan on the
Church Manse from £2,000 to £4,400, still lcaving an amount of £48 4 3d. in hand on
the Manse Redenmption Fund.

The present balance on the Church Building Fund is £5,732 2 3d; this includes
a legacy cf £100 from the estatc of the late Mrs Ann Handford, and £69 6 od. from
the Building Fund boxes. It is anticipated that over £250 will bc added in respect of
interest, so that thc total at the cnd of the ycar will be in the rcgion of £6,000,

The Church Treasurcr acknowledges with thanks contributions amounting to 15/3d.
which have bcen placced in the Garden Fund Box.
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| THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE

The Manse,

My dear Friends,

A short while after this copy of "The Chronicle" appears we shall have completed
five years among you. We have received much kindness at your hands, and have been
glad to have the privilege of sharing with you in the tasks of our growing church. It
has been a time of considerable changes in many ways. Some of those who were with us

"in the early days have passed from our midst; others have felt that the time has come
- for them to lay down their responsibilities. Their experience and faith have been in-
valuable. A growing church needs the guidance of those who have known and loved the
Church through the years. Then we have becn able to welcome many who have settled in
» . the district and found their spiritual home with us. We have been glad to see them
so quickly at home among us and taking up the work.

I would like to take the freedom of this letter to express my thanks to the

Deacons and Officers and Leaders of our many dcpartments for their continued service
".®nd loyalty. I cannot remember an occasion when a promise given has not meant a task
J.,f>mpleted And to you all we send our thanks for your personal help in so many ways.
During the last year several calls have come to me to serve in activities beyond
o v tne immediate limits of the Church at Goring. On each occasion I have tried to know
' the will of Christ, and I do appreciate your willingness to permit me to serve where I
"~ “believe that Chrlst has wanted ne. /flmost the whole of a minister's life involves seeck-
.ing to know which tasks must come first, and which can be left a little lonzer. There
is no doubt that I have made mistakes in this matter (and in others too!) but I will
continue to try to keep my priorities right. Herbert Hoover once said that "Wisdom con-
sists not so much in knowing what to do in the ultimate, as in knowing what to do next."
? ; 4And what of the future? It is certain that some aspects of our Church life nced
"~ attention. The deacons have begun and will continue to review the vhole scene. When
they have arrived at conclusions they will lay them before a Church Meeting. Recently
there has been some disappointment that help for the Building Fund that we hoped might
be forthcoming from outside sources has not matcrialised. This is not to say that it
- should have done, but that there arc valid reasons why it was impossible. I believe
that these two matters are not unrclated and much prayerful thought vill be nceded be-
fore we can see our way through.

On the first Sunday of the ycar Methodists repeat this vow. "I am no longer my
ovn, but Thine. Put me to what Thou wilt, rank me with whom Thou wilt. Let me be em-
ployed for Thee, or laid aside for Thee;....I freely and heartily yield all things to
Thy pleasure and disposal." “We might well adopt this for ourselves.

God bless you all.
Yours very sincerely,
C.C. FRANKS, R
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QVER 20,000  CHURCH CHRONICIES !

A5 this 90th issue of our bhurch Chronicie wili in all p probebility be the last of
the series as we have known it since May, 1944, it is appropriate that some reference
should be made to its publication. Although issued as a bi-monthly only, it was sel-
dom a record of stale news, but rather something entirely different. In the carly
years there was little to record, as the srowth of activity was limited until we had a
building of our own. Thus the earlier Chronicles more especilally laid the greater
emphasis on hopes and plans for the future, together with announcements of forth-coming
events, Any reports however which were included were much appreciated by those unable
to attend our services or Church Meetings, and yet tock a loyal and consistent interest
in the gradual growth of a young Church.

Thus the ccmplete number of the 90 Chronicles which has been kept, is in effect a
somewhat remarkable story of initial efforts, "This is the end," was the remark of a
former member on being told of the passing of the Rev. F.J.H. Humphrey° This grea 1§‘—»
loss followed very soon aiter our fellowship had become a fully fledged Congrenatlonal
Courch, and the friend mentioned feared a collapse of Church life might easily result.
But it was not the end, but the beginning only, and the undeniable advance medc since
then has made editorial work a pleasant task.

Free distribution has proved an outstanding success, and borne fruit in many ways,
and of'ten very tangible forms., The orizinal idea of a news shect was "to arousc inter-
cst," (+hc words of our former minister,) and that is cxectly what happencd.

In view of the proposed changes as rcegards this publicetion, mention should be
made of our indebtedncss to Messro Sankey Lta,, Nelson, Lancashire, who for wmany ycars
have done the duplicating viork for us, and maintained a very high standard in so doing.
Bi-monthly issucs comprised 350 each time in rcecent years, and considering that no
procf rcading was ever possible errors were few, and often not very noticeable. Also
deliveries were proupt, and lay-outs strictly adhercd to.

The total cost of the 12 issucs for the years 1957 and 1958 amounted to £66 10 11.
To off set this contributions to the Chronicle Fund Box for those two years reached the
sarprising total of £45 7 3; a truly liberal response which greatly reduced the levy
on Church funds.

Finally it is only right and fitting that some refercnce should be made to the
change in editorship in 1952. 1In that year at our Baster Communion Mr and Mrs A. E. Lo
Pearn were transferred into cur fellowship, coming to us from Sutton Congregational N
Church, Surrey. Only a tew months later Mr Pcarn was suddenly, and most unexpectedly '
agked to carry on duties as editor. Unknown to many, and handicappcd by ncw surround-
ings, Mr Pecarn very readily acccpted this post, and has ever since not only efficiently,
but sometimes courageously also, tozether with touchcs of pleasant humour, continued
to carry out his duties in this respect, although actively engaged in other good viorks,
lay prcaching included. The Clurch realiscs its indebtedness, and very sincercly
thanks him for all he has done in editing and distributing our Church Chronicles during
the past five years. C.H.C.

.

T NEXT  TEN  VEARS.

At its mesting in November thC Council of +the Congregational Union of England and

Wales was confronicd with a seyven-1old policy in the form of questicns to which the
General Purposes Committec thousht our Churches should be giving their attention with

a new secnse of urgency. These questions had been based upen enquiries from many sources
over a considerable period as to the "Why" and "Wherefore" of various Cengregational
tenets, and of our constitution and organisetion. They do not represent plans or suz-
gest courses of action for the next ten years; they are just questions, and the Coun-
~il has appointed a number of groups or commissions to consider them and report back.
Something of the progress of these commissions will, it is hoped, be laid before the
Council when it meets again in March, and the Council will then being a report on the
whole undertoking to the Assembly in May.

Space is not avallabic to sct forth the resolutions and terms of refercnce on each
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swbject, but here in briefest outline are some of the subjects, and some suggestions
as to their significance.

Cne commission is called upon to preparc a Statement of Faith - not in any
sense a creed, but a statement vhich will help Congregationalists to make clear to
themselves, and thereby to others, the nature of thet "general understandinz of' the
Faith" on which our churches and our union rest. It would be difficult to exagzerate
the need for, and the value of, such a statement as regards both ourselves and our
friends in other denominations.

Another commission is enquiring into the nature of the Church, and the relation-
ship of our Congregational Churches to one another and to the Union; it will also
consider the naturc of Christian unity and of Christian oversight (episcope.) Amongst
other important points arising will bc the mecaning of the "independency" of our sep-
srate churches, and the authority (if any) of our Union.

A third commission is considering the nature, life, and work of local Congregat-

~ . ignal Churches in the contemporary world. What service can the church render to the
“ammunity in which it is established? How can it best carry out its evangelical mis-
sicn? How relevant arc our church activitics to our resl message and mission?

Then therc is a commission considering the nature of the ministry and the mean-
ing of ordination; the recruitment of the ministry and continuence in it. This
raises the question of our colleges, their support, their number, and possible amalga-
mation, their adequacy for their task, etc.

Here pressure of space will permit no more than a mention of other questions such
as the nature of the Church's missionary obligations, ways in which the Church can
exercise moral influence in the life of the nation, administrative problems, etc.
These questions are of no less importance than the others, and we shall all look for-
ward as eagerly to reports on these subjects as to reports on the others. There may
be here and there some overlapping in the references to the various commissions and
there will have to be consultations between then.

As set down in this hasty and somewhat scrappy form these matters may not scem
very exciting, and yet as the Council broke up we had a feeling of great uplift and a

| sense of having taken a step which may well mark a turning point in the life of our
denomination, Whether that is so or not will depend very largely upon the reactions
amongst our churches and church members when the reports are made available. They

‘,;;;11 certainly require our fullest attention and interest. H. GILMOUR.

! THE LATE MR, W.G. SMITH.

| The passing of Mr. W.G. Smith at his home, 41, George V. Avenue, on January 16th
leaves yet another gap in friendship and past memorics. Widely knovn in his capacity
as builder in the Croydon arca for many ycars, Mr Smith knew much about local life in
that district, and besides building the Purley Congregational Church he twice cnlarged
it. Our friend had also given his support and scervices to extension work at
Wallington Congregational Church, Surrey, and it was from that Church that he was
transferred to our membership in November, 1952, In recent years ill health had much
restricted his activities, and he suffercd much from acute attacks of asthma. A full,
and very useful, lifc ended quietly on the date mentioned, and our Church sincerely
sympathises with Miss W, and Miss L. Smith in their time of trouble and loss,

__—OOOOO__.- Coh.Co

A FARFWELL MESSAGE.

It was decided at o recent Church Meeting that our church magazine should in
future be published monthly, instead of bi-monthly, but as I d@id not feel that I could,
with my other commitments, give the time necessary for the extra work involved, I felt
obliged to tender my resignation as editor. This then is my "farewell" issue, and I
would like to express my cordial appreciation of the support I have received from con-
tributors during the five years of my editorship. Also I feel that I would like to
express my thanks for the generous financial support given by members and friends; this
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Lo resulted in "The Chronicle" being little in the way of a drain on the resources
of the Church, as evidenced by the fi~ures which lir Cornwall gquotes in his very kind
article. To him great credit is due for the pattern he set in the years of his
editorship, and the way in which he made "The Chronicle" more than a mere news sheet,
but a publication vhich had a much wider aim and appeal. I have endeavoured to the
best of my ability to get away from the purely parochial outlock which seems to be a
feature of so many church magazines, and I hope that this has been approved by our
readers. It is so easy to look "inwards," and to be almost entirely concerned with
our ovn local church affairs, at a time when there are so many of the larger issues
crying out for our consideration and attention.

Mr N. Gregory has been appointed editor in my stead, and to him I wish success
and happiness as he takes over this task;oooo A.B. PRARN.

DAYS CF PRAYER - DEVOTTIONAL CHURCH MEETINGS -~ BIBLE STUDY.

The details of the above Church activities for +tho months of Merch end April ax=
as follows:=~ >
Days of Prayer Warch 25th: The Cross the Summit, Instructor, Minister of our Faith,

April 29th: The Bible Overseas., in Hospitals, in Prisons.
Devoticnal Church Mectings: -
iarch 5th: Sacrificing for Christ in Hodern Days.
12¢h: %What does Christ's sacrifice mean to me?
19th: A Film 3trip Service.
26th: Service of Holy Communion.
April 2nd: Free Church Council Rally.
16th: The Madagascar—-Sconc° As it is today.
23rd: "
Bible Study March 3rd: Mark Ch. 10 vv.1/52. Divorce.Danger of Riches. Disciples
instructed. Blind Bartimaeus healed.
17th: Ch.11 ve41/Ch. 12 ve17. Entry into Jerusalem. Scencs in
Temple. A pointed parable. A catch questicn.
April 7th: Ca. 12 vv.18/24. The first commandments. Scribes' teach-
ing criticised.

(=4

21st: Ch. 13 vv,1/37. Misery foretold. Need for vigilance.

—— -———
oo0oo —_
\JJ.LUI\.\J.LL Nl

I

MEMBERSHIP ITEMS. We give a warm wolcome to the following fricnds who have been re=-
ceived into Church Membership on confession of faith. Mr and Mrs K. Silveston of

5, Strathmore Road, Mr and Krs H.A. Dobson of 94, Bruce Avenue and Miss Crook of

31, Trent Road.

It is with regret that we record the decath of Hr W.G., Smith of 41 George V. ave,
and of Mrs Z.G. Sturton of "Stoneleigh", Palatinc Road, and cur sympathy goes out to
the relatives of theze our late mombers.

The membership of Mr and Mrs Frank Johnson hus been se-ciransferred to West
Worthing Baptist Church,

WOMEN'S GUILD - FELLOWSHIP, The following talks have been arranged for our March
and April programme: HMar, 3rd: Holidays in Francc. Miss C. Cross, B.A.

17th: 8t Prancis of Assisi. Miss Farmborough

Apl, 14th: Church of the Palatinate, Mrs R. A, Black

28th: Palestine, Wiss Heathcot, B.D.
Vle give a very cordial welcome to all ladics of the Church to attend these mcetings,
which commence at 3 p.ms No meeting has been arranged for the Tuessay of Easter Weck,
March 3 ste Do Ve

MEN'S GUILD - WORKING PARTY, We shall be holding our annual Jumble Sale on Friday,
lar, 20th, Will all fricnds plcase look out their "odds and ends" of any kind.
We arc also inviting ladics and gentlemen of the Church to our usual "At Home"

on TuesCay, April 21st, Plcasc keep this day frec end join us. We also wclcome any
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lady tc our meectings on alternate Tuesdays. MK,
YOUNG _WIVES' FELLOWSHIP. A good number of our members braved the elements, and the
bridge, to attend our January meetings. Our minister, Mr. Franks, set us off to a
good start with his most interesting talk, illustrated with a £film, on Jerusalem. So
alive did he make it that we almost felt that we too had walked there. Thanks again
to our minister; we look forvard to a return visit,

Mr Gorton set us all thinking of paoint and brushes when he gave us many helpful
hints cn how to do our decorating. It certainly won't be a repetition of "When father
papered the parlour" as far as we are concerned,

Pebruary 23rd: Miss North will speak of her four years in a Japanese P.0.W. Camp.
March 9th: "The Critics." M.3.D.

Mrs Dobson also writes. "May I say "Thank you" to those who so kindly offered
their services as "Baby Sitters." I will get in touch with you as soon as the need
arises.,"

}'JWEN S _FELLOWVSHIP. We meet at 2,45 for 3 p.m. on alternate Tuesdays, and most inter-

- esting spoakers have favoured us again fov this scssion. All men of the Church and
congregation, and their friends, are welcome, and we look forward to growing numbers
attending. The programme for the rest of the session is as follows:-

Pebruary 24th: Dr, H.,G., Chapman, M.,A. Litt. D. "Nineveh,"

March 10th: Rev. W. Alex. Law. "Tyrolean Tourist." (With Slides.)

24th: Mr W, Annible. "Reminiscences - Musical and Otherwise."

April 7th: Rev. A.S. Hullah, M.C. "About Gibraltar." (With Slides.)

MEN'S EVENING FELLOWSHIP. This Fellowship mects on altcrnate Wednesdey evenings ot
8 p.m. in the Church Heoll. Ye helped to deliver parcels of food to the old folk at
Christmas; we hove visited a Plastics Pactory at Shoreham and saw a £ilm show about
where to go on holiday. On March 4th there vill be a Games Evening, and on March 18th
a film on the subject of 0il will be shown. In the summer we are planning a visit to
Southampton Docks, arranging to take some of the old folk on a picnic, and have in
mind a host of other interesting activities. We even have a holiday outing fund!

There are only ten of us, but by next time I vrite I hope to report that Mr.
Dobson, Senior, is pouring out 20 cups of tea each time, and that there are two plate-
fuls of biscuits. It only costs 6d and we would love to have you! K.S

o EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.
PHILIP FOTHERGILL. The sudden death of Philip Fothergill at the early age of 52 is
a sad loss to Congregationalism, to the Temperance Movement and to Liberalism, as well
as to a host of friends who held him in great esteem and affection. The writer was
privileged to know him well, and to have the pleasure of working with him in the Tem-
perance cause through the United Kingdom Alliance, of which he was president. He was
a lovable man, and the meetings he presided over were never dull; he had a lively
sense of humour, sound judgment, and a keen and penetrating mind which enabled him to
get to the heart of a problem very quickly. He was a ardent Congregationalist, and
of course a keen Liberal, having held the highest office in that party. He represented
the Nonconformist Con501ence at its best, with his clear cut views and unshakable
principles, which dominated all his thinking ond his actions regording any issue vith
vhich he was concerned., Today there are all too few men of his calibre and a gap is
left left which it will be difficult to fill.
A RETRCGRADE STEP, A tribute should be poid to the Worthing Free Church Federal
Coun01l for their protest to the Worthing Corporation about the decision to apply for

o drink licence for the Pier Pavilion extension. The licence has unhappily been

granted at thce recent Brewster Sessions. It is sad to reflect that a body of respons-
ible councillors favour such a step, at o time when all the evidence makes it clecar
that the evils directly attributable to drink are on the increase. The alarming risec
in the rate of convictions for drunkenness among young pcople under the age of 18,
and the many accidents on the roads due to the drinking driver are in themselves sure-
ly sufficient to bring homc to thinking pcople the dangers attaching to any cxtension

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



No. 090 THE CHRONICLE: March 1959

-8B -
uhatsoever in the facilities for drinking intoxicantz. Therc is quite a strong bedy
of Free Church opinion on the Corporation, and it is regretteble to realise that
oither their objections were overruled or that the Free Church view was not stated
with sufficient force. Can we know which it wag? Congratulations to Rev. H, J.
Rowse for so ably putting our case before the Licensing Magistrates. Keep at it M
Rowse; the need for such a witness is both urgent and growing day by day.
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? It vwas explained to us recently that the difference be-
tween a psychopath and a psychiatrist wvas that the psychopath thought that two and
two made five, while the psychiatrist knew it made four, but the fact worried him.

YOU MAY REST 1IN PEACE NOW CHARLES WESIFY ! We quote without comment from
The Church of Englard Newspaper for 416th January, 1959 vhich was reporting on o dis-
cussion with the Methodists on Intercommunion. "The Dean of Winchester, Dr., Norman

Sykes, who seconded the resolution for commending the iuterim statement, said. 'In
conversations between Dr., Gordon Rupp and ourselves we found that Mcthodist hymns
contain a good deal of sound theology.'™ ——
WHO WOUID BE AN INTELILECTUAL ?  "Crossbew" is described in a recent article in -
"The Times" as "the political quarterly Journal that provides a sounding-board for
the Bow Group of young Conservative intellectuals." Politics, morals, and society,
says "The Times," make the theme of the current issue, and the article proceeds.
"The proposals canvassed inzlude the definition of two types of marriage, onc of
which would be sacramental and binding, ond the other contractual and soluble; the
examination 'with a view to their abolition,! of all laws restricting Sundey activ-
ities and drinking hours: he eglablighment of betting shops; and the setting up
of a board of publishcrs euthors and ~ritics to advise the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions on questions affecting cbscenme publications." Onc writer in this journal
statezs "Let the contractualists have the sort of morriage they want; if they want
it dissolved, let them go and register a divorce just as they register a marriage."

Are these young Conservative intellectuals our future rulers? If so it is a
pretty poor outlook for the country if they can think in terms no higher than the
nonsanctity of marriuge, of unlimited opportunities for drinking, and of the estab-
lishment of betting shops.

In the light of thc above many may be excused for feeling that perhaps a Liberal
revival of the 1906 pattern, largely influenced by the Nonconformist Conscience, is
much overdue,

===00000==~ s
LONDCN _HISSIONARY SCCIETY.

Members have been reminded from time to time of the L.M.S. box in the church
vestibule. It was decided that the box should be opened periodically and the amount
collected published in the "Chronicle.," The most recent amount is £3. and we thank
all who have contributed to ithis total.

At this time of crisis and urgency in the overseas fields all churches have been
asked to invite gvery meuber to contribute regularly to the L.M.S. As we have already
explained, the box is for thosec who do not subscribe annually to the L.M.S. and for
subscribers who feel they can help a little more throughout the year.

Recently, at the close of a meeting at Littlehampton, of the ¥W. Sussex Auxiliary,
the chairman agaln spoke in grave terms of the financial position. He said that 95%
of the people in the churches arc not giving what they think they are giving. They
have not considercd their support of the work of the church here and overseas in re-
lation to their ovm anmal personal expenditure.

"It is not only finance we are considering," said the Rev. Idris Evans, "it is
human lives." These arc abandoned in thelr hour of neced because of lack of resourccs
to provide missionaries.

The missionary deputation will be with us at the weck-end iApril 19/21. Further
particulars will be given later.
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COMMOWWEALTH MISSIONARY SOCIKTY.

A very few of our church members saw some quite delightful "transparencies" of
South Africa at the Thursday evening service. The pictures of churches in native re-
serves, in isolated villages and in shanty towns on the outskirts of "white" settle-
ments, were striking reminders of the valueble viork of our denomination in this land,
so sadly shadowed by the racial problem,

Cannot one fireside evening be sacrificed to learn something of the work of the
Church further afield? Does this mean nothing to us? Hilda Grey.

MEDICAL, MISSIONS SUNDAY.

In his address to the children on 8th February, the Rev. C.C. Franks showed how
nurses and doctors tried to understand the minds of their patients, and remove the
fear that haunted them.

In the morning scrmon the minister sought to emphasise that interest in medical
missions is not enough. A deep and ever present care and compassion for all vho suf-
fer without adequate help is vwhat is demanded ~f us. Despite what governments are
doing the need for mission hospitals continues to be acute. The need is not cnly for
money but for personnel alsc., Resources without recruits are ~f no value.

The evening service included the occasion of the enrolment of new recruits to
the Girls! Life Brigade, the dedication of officers, and the enrolment of boys in the
Life Boys at the inauguration ceremony. Mr. Franks stressed the parallel aims of
these bodies and those of the medical missions and referred to the help given to mis-
sion work in South India by the Boys' Life Brigade and the Life Boys.

May it not be that later some of these young people will themselves join the
company of needed recruits in hospitals and travelling dispensaries? Hilda Grey.

=~=00000=~=
CHURCH _ UNION.,

It weculd not appcar that 1958 has seen much progress, in this country at any
rate, towards an integration of the various sucts and denominations. Episcopacy is
still a major obstacle to any union between the Church of Scotland and the Anglican
Church; Jjudging from reports of the discussions it seems that the Presbyterian object-
ion to bishops is as strong as the Anglican view of the necessity for an Episcopate.

It is difficult to sece how such fundamental differences can be resolved.
Despite the oft-repeated references by the Bcumenists to the "sin of our disunity"
w41t has not yet been found possible to bring about an effective union of the Congre=~
# _gational Union and the London Missionary Socicty. In fact, the movement if anything
is in the reverse direction, the Independent Press Ltd. now having ceascd to act as
agents for the L.M.S. in the matter of publications. After many years of talks and
mectings we seem no nearer a union of Congrecgationalists and Presbyterians.

Does all this indicate that the Ecumenical movement has been a failure, or isg it

a case that the problem has been tackled in the wrong way? Is the apathy of thc ord-
inary church member (when did YOU last raisc this matter with a fellow member?) not

due in considerable measure to the failure of church leaders and advocates of union

to state quite clearly the precise terms on which they themselves would agrec to union?
Nearly all the articles one reads on this subject are singulerly vague in this respect,
and moy convey the impression that the writers themselves are not too clear about the
concessions they are prepared to make for the sake of union.

A E.P.
COLLECTIONS FCR DECEMBER, 1958 and JANUARY., 41959.
Envelopes Loose Collections Envelopes Loose . Collections

£ S, do. £ s. do. £ s. do £ S, d.

Dec 7 12 1 6 10 7 2 Jan 4 10 3 6 9 3 9
14 18 3 0 10 5 5 1M1 17 3 0 10 3 6
21 15 9 0 11 19 3 18 9 5 0 10 3 3

28 13 _13__6 (Y AN 25 15 10 3 219 O
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TOTAL for Two Months £195 6 7d.
Fen Place Home (Christmas Day) £19 3 0d.
L.M.S. Widdows and Orphans (Commnion) £13 2 6d.
=~~=00000~=~
At the time of going to Press the Church Building Fund hos reached a total of

£0,152 12 7d. Among recent additions we have to record gifts of £€100 from the
Deacons of the London Road Church, Brighton, £10 10 0d. from the Deacons of the City
Temple and £8 12 6d. in memory of Mr William Smith.

===c0000~=~

GORING CONGRECATIONAL, CHURCH,

Stntement of Accounts for year ending 31st Deccmber, 1958.

Recelots £ s. d. £ s. d. Payment.s £ s, d. & s. d.
1957 Church Funds 1957
550 Offerteries - Loose Colls,573 7 9 540 Ministerial Salary, Supplies
598 Envelopes 638 1 6 1,211 9 3 and Expenses 612 1 0
53 Sundry Donations 26 4 11 20 Ministerial Expenses 2 0 0
22 Int. on Deposit-Sussex Union 24 15 10 77 Manse Expcnses 100 18 1
2ly Donations~Chronicle Fund i9 6 6 62 QOrganist Etc. 57 5 10
20 Advertisements, Donations~Handbook 21 4 0 12 Organ and Plano Expenscs 18 10
146 Letting of Hall 162 9 O 146 Carctakar and Insurance 15017 O
Less Refund by tenants 3ly Cost of Church Chironicle 3216 2
for heating 1112 6 15015 6 20 Cost of Handbook 21 0 O
167 Electricity, Cas and Water 178 0 6
156 Less repaid by tenants 1113 6 166 7 0O
27 Maintenance of Property 27 5 8
36 Interest on Manse Loan 1615 6
14 Subscriptions 2111 6
17 Sundry Insurances - - =
? Premium - Retiring Pension 8 0 0
9 Advertising 10 2 4
29 Rates - Children's Hall 30 1 8
" Removal Expenscs 1010 O
" Cost of Folding Chairs 11 8 0
) 57 Sundries 7918 2
£ 1,463 16 0 £ 1,487 o 9
Bal. in Hand 1/1/58, _602 13 6 602 Bal. in Hand 31/12/58. 579 8 9
£ 2,066 9 6 8 ?,066 9 6
3al, brought down 519 8 9 Gross Bal. 31/12/58 Deposit 500 0 O
.pounts received for School Hut 7 0 0 Cash at Bank 9 8 9 649 8 9
£ 649 8 9 & 649 8 9

COMMUNION FUND

69 Balance 1/1/58 75 19 8 28 Gifts to Sick and Needy 3 ¢ 0
66 Offertcries 68 5 11 22 Various Donations 111 0
9 Sundry Itcms 7 0 O

76 Balance in Hand 31/12/58 9% 1L 7

£ w4 5 7 £ 144 5 7

CHURCH GARDEN FUMD

5 14 7 Cost of mewlng lawns
Sundry Gifts 7 2 2 Sundry Item
Coach Outing-per Mr, S,F. Crew 1 3 0 Balance in Hand 31/1/58
£ 13 19 9
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My dear Friends,

The Pusiness Church Mecting referred to in the
June Cliroricle gave its unanimous approval to the
Deacons' recommendations that we should now proceed
to come to agreement as to the form of a larger
church at the earliestpossible moment and then move
at once to the actual building. The Building
Comnmittee which was appointed has met and discussed
the points raisced in the Church Meeting. Subse-
gquently four members of that Committee visited the
P architect, who has promised to send us revised plans
within a nonth. It snould thercfore be possible to
bring these before the Business Church Mecting on
July 30th. Please nake a note of the date and do your
utmost to btc present at the Meeting.

You will see fron the Trecasurer's notes that
the promiscd gift from the Congregational Union of
Englend and wWales has been received and we are grate-
ful for that help. There is the possibility that
further ascsistarnce may be forthcoming from another
source. A letter has been sent to the body conccerned
and will be considercd abt a nesting to be held early
in July. I esk for your preyers that 1f T am given
the opporturity to speak I may be able to use the
right words so that God's will, whatever it nay be,
shall be done.

wWa are glad to have the new cover for the
Chronicle, which has been designed by Mr. Peter
B Mercer, brother of Mr., Arthur Mercer.

- A late report. Miss E. Gilbey has expressed
her willingness to act as Editor of the magazine.

We shall be happy to propose at the next Church
Meceting that she should be appoinfted. I am sure that
she is the right person for the task.

Yours very sincerely,

C.C. Franks
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THE PASSING OF AN OLD FRIEND

Eightecen years can scc many changes in Church
life, And with a ropidly changing membership it is
perhaps inevitable thot many who have joined us
during the past ten years or more only knew of NMrs.
H.K. Hemdford by hearsay, and maybe never spoke to
he
T But this remsrkable old lady who passed away o a
fuller life on the lovely sumamer's morning of June
17th, at the age of 95, was most keenly interested in
the srowth of our Church from the very start, and
even meintaincd on active part irn Church lifc vp to “
her mid-eighties., Most regular in her personal
attendance at both morning and evening services, and
ever loyal ir her adherence, Mrs. Handford in one
sensc helped to build wp our Church as it is to-day,
for she was ever ready to free Miss Handford for
vital and inportant Church work., JAnd what ouwr Church
oves to Miss Handford is only realiy known %o those
wWhno Werc nciibers away back in earlier years, and
during a tine of great losses, and new beginnings.

Fornerly members of the Horrogaie Congregational
Churcl, and later nembers of Shelley Read for a tine,

She Handford foniily have rendercd .02 %hle  sSorvics
in Church life, Mr. Handford being a man of unusual
nethodicensl efficicnecy, an attribute transmitied. to
his caughter in later years.

In 1952 just safter the new hymn book
*"Congregational aisc" was published Mrs. Hendford
made a tencrous gift of £100 to erable our Church to
purchasce the new books. 4And despite advancing age
and f2iling powers, she was a faithful supporter of
tre Tadics vorking Party. ind cven up to the last
‘four or five yeors of her 1life she was often present
at our norning services, sitting (let those of us who
so love the back seats take notice!) well up near the
front,

A% our Church iAnniversary the Rev, Howard Stanley
stressed the peint that "one sows, another reaps".
Our old friend who has now left us can indeed be
classed among the sowcrs.,

To Miss Handford and family connections we offer

-t
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our Christian sympathy, together with a genuine sense
of appreciation for their share in consistent well-
doing in Church 1ife. No cause here for tears!

"For well we know, where'er they be,
Our dead are living unto Thee.™"
C.H.C.

THE CHURCH AND YOUTH
The writer of the original article corments on last
nonth's reply:

Well done the gallant young defenders! LA Church
with such doughty champions has great possibilities.
Long may they serve her,

WOMEN'S GUILD

Working Party The final meeting of this scssion
will be held on Tuesday, 30th Junc. Wwe shall be
pleased %o sec as many ladies as possible. Perhans
sone will be zood ecnough to take a little work hone
to do in the holidays - ready for the Salc of work
to be held on November 18th 1959, The copcening date
of the new session will be announced later,

M.H.

YOUNG WIVES' FELLOWSHIP.

July 13th is our last mecting of the session, when

;~ we are holding our Annual Business Mecting. To all

our nembers and their families a very happy holiday,
and we shall look forward to seeing you again on
September 14th.

M.S.D.

LIFE BOY TEAM

As mentioned in last month's Chronicle, the Tean
is in urgent need of another helper and also of a
pianist.
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CHJRCH REGISTER
New members: )
Mr. and Mrs. Mott, 29 The Strand, on profession
of faith.

Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, 97 Littlehampton Road, by
transfer from Harrow Congregational
Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Cozens-wWalker, 32 Gerald Road, by
tronsfer from Harrow Congrezgational

Church. .
Wedding - July 10th Mr. N.XK. Rudd to Miss A.E.A.
Stephens.
Decoth - Mrs. H.K., Handford of 29 Marlborough Road, on  “*2Q
17th June.

MISSIONARY NEWS

On Sunday evening June 7th a visitor fron Kanmpala,
Uganda gavc an address. He traced the history of
the slave trade and its suppression in Uganda. KHe
also spoke of the beginning there of the Christian
Church and the nmartyrdom of thirty nembers in the
early days. -

Mr. Thorpe adviscs farmers in co-operative
sclling of their crops of cotton and coffeec, and
gave sone interesting information on this natter.

He algso spokc of the faith of the natives. Three
rew churches arc contemplated and another is begun.
A nurse employed is his own homc was involved in
recent nationalist disturbances. Rubber shoes she
had bought in the shop of an Indian were confiscated.

In spite of racial troubles and difficulties A
incident to the clinate, Mr. Thorpe locks forward to
his return to Kampala this autunn, -

London Missionsry Society Rally at Shelley Road.

On June 10th the Rev. Stamley Wilton, B.i.,B.f.,
Education Secretary of the-L.M.S. at Livingstone
House gave o nost thoughtful and searching address’
on the rcecasons for Christian Missions in the
redeuptive power of the risen Christ. We hope later
to publish a resuné of his address in greater detail,
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as it is worthy of the careful study of all nmembers
of the Church, .
Hilda Grey

DEEDS OF COVENANT.

When perusing the Annual Church Accounts published in
the March/April issue of 'The Chronicle' did you
notice the amount the Church Treasurer received as
refund of tax under Deeds of Covenant? The total was
£220, and conforming to the wishes of the kind folk
who have taken out Covenants, this anount was
allocated as follows: To the reduction of the debt
on the Manse £118; To the Church Building Fund £102.

Is there not just a little satisfaction in knowing
that for every £1 covenanted the Church rcceiver an
additional 12/84, as refund on tax? If you pay Incone
Tax at the standard rate on ANY PART of your incone
you nay take out a Covenant Tor as little (or as
nuch!) as you please and the Church Treasurer receives
a nice annual sun in refund of tax.

You may apportion the anount covenanted to cither
the Manse Redenption Fund or the Church Building Fund,
or if you so desire it nay be divided between the two
funds. _ ,

The Church Treasurer, Mr. G.L. Nodes, or Mr. H,
Horsfall will be very glad to help you to help the
Church.

DAY OF PRAYER

The next Day of Prayer is 29th July - 10.%0 a.m.,
3 p.nn. and 7.30 p.m.

VISITING MINISTERS

June 28th - the Rev. N.E. Jones, Minister since
1954 at Billingshurst, Chairman of
Western District of Sussex Congregational
Union.

July 12th - the Rev. C.S. Davies, Minister at Bognor
Regis.
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LADY WANTED, able and willing to sing to the glory of
God.  Ability to read music preferred, but strong,
true-to-pitch voice essential. - Hours: Friday 7-8 p.n
Sunday 11 a.m. - 12.15 p.m., 6.30-7.45 p.n. Ample
reward. APPLY to any Choir member, who will be
delighted to introduce you.

Eecently-joined Church Members in particular please
note,

we seem to be rather short of hymn books. If any

nember of the congregation has by chance got a churcl _
bymn book at home, we should be grateful if it were 1
returned.

Jur Conpany has been showing up well in recent
3attalion events. They excelled themselves at the
gports held on June 13th by winning the trophies in
Cadet, Junior and Senior sections; the points gained
wvere well in advance of the other companies taking

~art. . . .
FT ¥ ost of the conpany went to Horsham on Friday

cunc 26th to take pert in the annual Battalion Church
arade.
"Sonmc of our company have been to the Blind
Hone, wWraysbury, Beccles Road, to conduct a service.

inniversary e celebrated our anniversary on 3lst
May. The services, conducted by Mr. Franks, were
well atbtended by children and parcnis, the whole
Church being nresent at the norning service. We had
& Family Service in the afterncon. Afterwards the
veachers net for tea and a discussion led by the Rev.
Earold Rowse. The young peéople took a prominent -
part in the evening scrvice, and gave a noving -
choral reading of the 'Sermon on the Mount'.

Cradle Roll Service was hcld in the morning on the

21st June. Mrs., DLathan introduced the parents, and
five new namcs were added to the Roll., Mrs. Franks
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indly Jjoined us and told a story to the children.
The Junior Outing to London Zoo took place on
Saturday. aA% 8,30 a.n. Mr, Franks spe od us on our
wey with a prayer and & blessing, and from that
moment on until we put the last child down again at
8.30 p.n. cverything went smoothly and happily
We are now looking for'aLQ to the Beginncrs e
Primary Outing on the 4th Jduly to ulgh Salving
The tus will leave the Church at 1.45 p.ni, P

CA £h0

ton.,

A Garden Party will be held at 5 Parklands Avenue

on Saturday, July 4th, fron 3 p.nn. to 5 p.m. There
will be a Bring & Buy Stall and comoeblulohw. Teas
and Tces will be served. Proceods for Houe Churches

TOYS, BCCKS, esc. We arce grateful tc Shosze who have
miven toys aud hooks to the Beginnors Dopartnent.

If there is anvene else with such things Lo srars

we would e glad 0i $C4e WOTC.

, X during August

ol snyons e willine te Toal /i a The 5ri WS r3 or
Frimary wicin £0me GR&sisls will 08 away? Je do notb
want to close down i1f we can possibly avoid it.

BN
BETP

Thet is just what the Inver~Church Aid & Refugee
Service does. 1t helps relieve the pliﬁkt of the
world's millions of refugees; it helns in tines of
sudden ecnergencies; it helps to p“OVLﬂe co:;unlty
services for the needy; it helps, by means of schiolar—
ships, the interrational exchange of students.

What it does and what it cannot do 1s limited by the
willingness or otherwise of people to give,
From next Sunday for the next few weeks you will find

a box in the Church vestibule so that you may sharec
in this remarkable and vital task of carryiang aid
Just where it is needed.

"The millions who have grown tired and prematurely
old waiting for officialdom to reinstate them iz
society have one hope left: YOU, as an individual and
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" as a menmber of the world-wide family of Christianu.”

TEACH US HOW TO PRAY

! someone has said that the only way to learn how tr
pray is to do it. But lessons can be learncd from
those who have known the way for themselves. These
books I have found especially helpful:-

'Rediscovering Prayer' by John L. Casteel, Published
by Hodder & Stoughton.

'The Lewer Levels of Prayér' by Geo. S. Stewarst.
Published by S.C., Press.
- I shall bc glad to lend either or both of these ¢
anyore and to commend others which there is not rocom
o mention.

C.C.F.
COLLECTIONS FOR MAY 1959.
‘ Invelopes Loose Collections
- May 3 £12,15, - £1%, 8. 2
10 10.15, 6 14, 5, 2
17 12.11, - 16, -. 7
24 10. 2. =~ 13,11, 8

51 _.:L._Onl"'}‘a -

e i rrm—— P —

Total for the month £115. 3, 1. )
Children's Church and Sunday School £22.2. ..

Juring the past month a cheque for £500 has been

ceceived from the Congregational Union of England & -~
Nales, which with other pifts brings the total anou it

of our Church Building Fund up to £8,400.

Material for the August Chronicle should be handed
in by the 19th July. - ,
N.B. Migs Thomas is, of course, a ILife Deacon,
.- regret the omission on’the cover. It will be
rectified as soon as new covers are prepared.
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SUNDAY SERVICES:

Public worship ~ 11 a.m. and 5.3%0 p.n.

Holy Communion - 1lst Sunday of the month
in the morning; 3rd Sunday of the month
in the evening.

Junior Church - 11 a.n.

Sunday School - 3% p.m.

Mondays:
Life Boy Team - 6.15 p.n.
~< Young Wives' Pellowship 8 p.m. on alternate
Mondays.
Tuesdays:

Bible Study 8 p.m. on alternate Tuesdays.
Women's Guild - working Party, 2.30 p.m.;
Fellowship % p.m., on alternate Tuesdays
Men's Fellowship 3 p.m. on alternate Tuesdays
Girls' Life PBrigade, Cadebts 5.30 p.ii.;
Juniors 6.15 p.n.; Seniors 7 p.n.

Wednesda
en's Evening Fellowship alternate
Wednesdays.

Thursdays:
evotional Church Meeting 7 p.n. (Business
Church Meetinz Thursdzy before lst
Sunday).

Fridays:
“Young People's Fellowship 6 p.m.

Choir Practice 7/ p.m.
Youth Group 8 p.m.

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



Vol. 16 (06) THE CHRONICLE: August 1959

The Manse,

August 1959,
THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE & 2
My dear Friends,

These holiday months have meant a considerable
amount of coming and going among our congregation.
We have been pleased to be able to receive numerous
visitors from other Churches, and to any who may read
this magazine we extend our greetings. To those of
our own folk who are able to spend a while away from
the normal routine we say, "We hope that you have
benefited from the change and return home renewed in
body, mind and spirit.”

The Manse family will be going away for about
three weeks as from August 1l2th. Part of the time
will be spent in Poole with some of the Youth Club
and the remainder in Southampton. We are looking
forward to the opportunity for preparing ourselves
for the work which lies ahead of us in the Autumn-
Spring period.

In that time we shall be occupied with thinking
and praying and acting in the matter of the proposed
ncw huilding. The promise of a considerable gift from
the County Union has made the possibility of
finishing the Jjob ncarer than would otherwise have
been possible., We shall still have to exercise much
patience and toleramce with each other. In such a
project it is unlikely that we shall easily arrive
at a nnanimous conclusion over every feature, but we
do want everyone to have the opportunity of express-
ing their opinions. Nothing final will be done with-
out the approval of the Church Meeting and we shall
seek to know God's will for it all.

But this material building, vital though it is,
is not our biggest work. Rather we have to give
ourselves to the deepening of our apiritual life
together so that we may be effective witnesses of
the Gospel which has been so graciously given to us.
I must confess that sometimes I have anxieties in
this field. I ask myself whether we are really
being obedient to God's commands. We can only do it
together if we are doing it as individuals. We must
all have our personal devotion submitted to God's
Jjudgment. He alone can inform us, and He will if we
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seek., Will you join me in this scarch?
Yours very sincerely,
C.C. FRANKS

e —————— . i S i o e . e

GARDEN PARTY.

The Garden Party arranged by Mrs. G.I. Nodes at her
home at 5 Parklands Avenue on July 4th was a great
success. The sun shone and Church friends gathered
in good numbers. Various competitions, a bring-and-
buy stall, teas and ices helped to bring the financial
result to £39.10, -.

Church funds will share this money, among them B&q
Home Churches Fund (with its £100 target) and the
Manse Fund. AM.T.

MEN'S EVENING FELLOWSHIP.,

Two things particularly pleased us when we organised
an outing for old people in our neighbourhood on July
18th - a2 beautiful day and willing help from car
owners and the 'Young wWives'.

Thirty old people were taken by fifteen cars to
Amberley, where they enjoyed a tea previously prepared
by the 'Young Wives' in the Congregational Church hall
kindly lent for the occasion., The return Jjourney to
Worthing by a different route rounded off an afternoon
which the old folk thoroughly enjoyed.

I would like to say a very sincere 'thank you' to
the Committee of 'Young Wives' who worked so very hard
to cater for the party, also to the car owners who
kindly drove our old people and contributed so nmuch to
a successful venture, ~

The Fellowship recently enjoyed an evening at
Brighton Power Station, where they were shown 'what
makes things tick' by two patient members of the
generating staff.

Friends may like to know that members of the
Fellowship have installled a ventilating fan in the
roof of our Church, which we hope adds to your
comfort. My personal thanks goes to those who helped.

We shall not meet in the evenings during the
summer holiday period but we shall start ageain in the
autumn. Any gentlemen in our congregation who would
like to Jjoin us will be very welcome, Mr. Franks or
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I will gladly give any further information.
Kenneth Silveston (Sec.)

Two pianiists are urgently needed: for the morning
session,

At the end of September about fifteen children
will move up from the Primary Department to the
Junior, so we shall need two more teachers, as
classes are already quite large. Please think about
it, and if anyone is able and willing to help would

* they kindly contact the Superintendent between now
and Septenber,

Primary & Beginners had their outing on Saturday 4th
July. They went to High Salvington by bus and spent
a happy afternoon playing games and having a picnic
tea.

Sports The Sunday School Union Sports were held on
the 2/8h June. Perhaps spurred on by the G.L.B., our
children and young people made a special effort and
succeeded in winning the Rose Bowl. As far as we can
mneke out this is the first time it has been won by a
Congregational Church. By a happy coincidence the
President of the local Branch, Mr. Norman Jones, was
preaching in our Church on the 28th. So he was able
to congratulate the young people personally,
Camp Beds! We are taking a group of young people to
‘camp' 1n the Congregational Church Hall in Poole

_ during the llast week in August. This year we have

™ to take beds. If anyone has a camp bed and would be
willing to lend it in case of need would they kindly

let us know.

WOMEN'S GUILD

A11 ladies of the Church and congregation are
reninded that the aubtumn session of the Working Party
Section of the Guild will commence on Tuesdsay, 1lst
September at 2.30 p.m. e shall be busy preparing
for our Sale of work which takes place on Wednesday,
18th November next. M.E

A stall is being arranged for the sale of any
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kind of small article other than jumble, Will any
friend who can offér a gift please contact Mrs.Nodes
5 Parklands Avenue, .

Women's Fellowship Section Mrs. Winterton(Secretary
wishes 1t to be known that she is now 'on the
telephone'. Her number is Goring-by-Sea 45856.

The Choir have béen very pleased to receive new
members recently. Mrs., Wills and Mrs. Cozens-wWalker
have joined the ranks of the sopranos, while Mr.Will:

is among the basses and ¥r. Cozcns-Walker is with thu -
tenors. '
We sre glad to learn that ¥r., R.O. Parker has

accepted the position of Chcir Sccretary and will
take up his duties as from lst August.

CHURCH REGISTER.

Mew nenober: .
On profession of faith - Mrs. D.M. Tunnell,
Tunrob, Windermere Crescent, Goring.

Mr. and Mrs. Mallett will probshly be lecaving
Worthing within the next monvta to settle in
Birminghan 2% the home of their daughter. It has
been a joy to us to have had their fellowship over
the past years, and we now wish them every blessing
and happiness in their new home.

VISITING MINISTERS I

August 1l6th - The Rev. J.R. Ackroyd, B.D,, of West
Wickhan, Kent.
August 23rd - The Rev., Marley Jones pf Ferring.

August 30th - The Rev. Dr. Leslie F., Church, of
Worthing.

Monthly Day of Prayer - Wednesday ncxt, 29th July.
Please come if you can to at least one session. The
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times neeting are 10.%0 a.m.. 3 p.nn. and 7,30 p.nm.
COLLECTIONS FOR JUNE, 1959

Envelopes Loose Collections

14 13.16. -

21 10. 9. 6

28 120 1. -

Toktal for the month £107.19, 1.
Pastors' Widcws' Fund of Congregational Union -~
£11.15,10.

Since the last issue o the Chronicle the total
anount of the Church 3Building Fund has been
increased to £8,431. 7. 1.

MOMTHLY CHURCH MEETING NOTES.

Following the decision to receive selected reports of
the verious activities of the Church at each monthly
Church ¥Meebtliingg, inscoad of armvally on one evening,
the first of such rT+po16s —ere given at the June
Meeting, when Mrs., Hite and kMrs. Jinterbton reported
respectively on the Working Party and Women's
Fellowship Sections of tne Women's Guild and Miss
Walsh on the afternoon Sunday School. All three
reports were encouraging and showed steady progress
in the work of these sections of the Church life,

These monthly reporits will undoubtedly prove
most valuable in keeping nmembers informed about the
various activities in which we are engaged the year
round and should enable us o pray with greater
knowledge for those who lead and those who are led
in all the different groups.

CONCERT.

On Wednesday July 8th 2 very excellent concert was
held in the Church Hall arrenged by Mrs. Doble and
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her friends. The varied programme was much enjoyed
by an appreciative audience, which included three
blind ladies and their guides. Refreshments were
served in the interval,

The sur of £10.12. - was handed to the Treasurer
for the Church Building Fund.

L.X.B.

CHRISTIANITY AND THE 'H' BOMB

Miss Mary van Kleech, a Fellow of the American
Association for the Advantement of Science, (at )
present in this country) who had a series of articles !
¢n this subject published irn 'The Witness', the
weekly magazine of the American Episcopal Church,
made a strong plea for a Christian approach to this
cuestion. ,

In support of her plca Miss van Kleech gave a
noving account of the effcects of her own country's
naclcecar tests in 1954 in the Marshall ISlands and ofan
urgent petition sent by the Marshallese Islands to
the United Nations urging the cessation of the tests.
"he terms of this petition reveal the extent of the
canger to which these people had been cxposed by the
tests already made., In it they requested that -

"(1) all the experinents with lethal weapons within
this area be inmediately ceased;

(2) If the experinents with said weapons be Judged
absolutely necessary for the eventual well-
being of 211 the people of this world and cannot
e stopped or changed to other areas due to the
unavailability of other locations, we then
subnit the following suggestions:— .ecceoo.n ",

The following are only a few of the points made
but they give an indication of the nature of the
hazards endured. Among other things they asked for
precautionary measures (gpparéntly not hitherto
taken) before explosions, e.g. removal to safe areas
of "all human beings and their valuable possessions",
instructions in safety measures for all living in the
area, ("the people would have avoided much danger if
they had known not to drink the wabter on their aone

N
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islands after the radio-active dust had settled on
them"), and teaching courses for "Marshallese medica
practl%loners and health aides ‘to help in debtecting
and circumventing preventible dangers".

The petition cited in some detail the physical
effects of the 1954 experiments "which have already
touched the inhabitants of two of the atolls in
the Marshalls, "who are now suffering in varying
degrees fron lowering of blood count, burns, nausea
and the falling-off of hair from the head, and whose
complete recovery no one can promise with any
certainty".

Miss van Klecch urges that Christians should know
the facts and quotes Bishop Sherrill, who said at

the Presiding Bishops' General Convention - "Are
we to leave the moral issues of nuclear warfare to
groups of scientists? ...... No, the Church, with a

humble realization of the complexity of modern
problems, nevertheless has a respomsibility to state
great ethical and spiritual principles'. ;

Anyone wishing to read the articles referred to-
is invited to apply to Miss E. Brenda Voysey, 25,
Rose Walk, worthing, to whom we are indebted for
drawing our attention to then.

. FOOD FOR THOUGHT
+es What a God. To be willing to come down fronm
the incredible heights of His wisdom and power and :
becone one of us - Jjust so that we nmight see what
He is like and learn to know Him. Once you see thal
you feel that nothing is too much to do for Hin.

J.B.Phillips.

Commenting on ILuke 16, vv.19-31-

It is a terrible warning to remember that the
sin of Dives was not that he did wrong things, but
that he did nothing!

Wn. Barclay

|
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os+. the most fundamentdal need, duty and happiness
of man is not petition, nor even contrition, nor
again even thanksgiving, but adoration.
Von Hugel

A Prayer
We pray for the bi-focals of faith that see
the despair and the need of the hour, but also see,
further on, the patience of God working out His plan
in the world He has nede. o
<

The September Chronicle will be published on the
first Sunday in that month, and material for
inclusion should be handed in by Sunday,350th August.

Note Miss Thomas is, of course, a Life Deacon. The
onlssion on the cover is regrettcd and will be
rectified as soon as new covers are prepared.

Editor:
Miss E. Gilby, 80 Melrose Avenue
'phone Goring 41235,
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Chronicle i1ssue missing
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No.96 October, 1959.
THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE

My dear Friencs,

This issue of The Chronicle will appear on the day
of our Harvest Thanksgiving. We look forward to a
day in which we can remenbter and express our thanke-
fulness to God for His goodness to us through another
year., Of course rot a day passecs but there are a
thousand and one shings to give us cause for thankful-
ness, Whatever our circumstances the unchanging and
indestructible love of God is certain, That love

~ issues in numberless ways and we are encouraged when
we take pains bto recall to mind just what they have
neant to us,

As a Church, too, we can thank God for what He
has enabled us to do thus far and for His promises
for what we shall yet be able to accomplish for His
sake, Thankfulness, however, doecs not end when we
have cxpressed it in words - it noves on into
penitence and beyond into a repeated surrender and
commidiient,

At this time of the year we are called ty our
denominational leaders to make this act of dedication
together, Whatever we may do in a coanunal way the
esscnce of our self-giving to God will be found in
our personal face-~to-face meeting with Him. Will you
in your own devotions take time for a specific and
purposeful handing over of yourself to the will of
God that He shall te able to make you His servant and
friend. It is only in this way that we shall be

~ equal to the tasks that lie before us, accepting the
chellenges and ever-increasing calls that will be mads
upon us to represent Him in this area. _

It is ny conviction that we stand on the verge
of stronger evidence of God's mercy and power than we
have ever seen before. He cannot fail us - may He
grant us the joy of not failiny Him.,

A brief word in reply to Mr. Pearn's suggestion
in the last Chronicle. Of course I should be willing
for us to show our interest in and concern for the
village churches. I support the idea that we should
arrange for some of our people to visit them in their
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—r -
Sunday Services.

To all those who cannot come to Church because of
illness or because of dubies that require then to be
¢lsewhere we send our love, and we rest in the
confidence that you are Joined with us in continual
prayer that God's purposes shall ripen fast awmong us.

Yours very sincerely,

C.C., FRaNKS

Miss Margaret Cozens-walker, 38a Aglaia Road, we
Worthing (by transfer fron Harrow Conpgrega
Church) A~
Miss Evelyne M. Harland, 15 Farncoizbe Rozd, East
Worthing (by transfer from Lewes Congregaticnal
Church)
Miss Mary Shaw, 30 Compton Avenue, Goring, on
profession of faith.
nhzpoily Miss Shaw had teen sericusly ill, and at
he time ¢f the Church Meetinzg at which hersaccepbanc
Iinto membership was approved she passed away.

CCLLECTICNS FCR AUGUST, 1959

U
G

nvelopes Loose Collections
erd B2, 1.6 £16. 3. 1
95! 11.17. - 15.11. 9
166h 2. 5. - 12.16.11
2313 0. 8. - 10. 5. ©6
30th 15. 2. - 15. 5. &

The total for the month, £139,16., 1d., is the
highest ever rocorded for any single oonth. .
u.L.N.
VISITING MINISTERS

Oct. 11th - Rev. Gordon K. Hawes, M.A.,B.D.,Minister
of Nevill Avenue Congregational Church, Hove, anc
Chairman of the Sussex Congregational Union.

Oct. 25th - (Morning only) - Rev.T.E.R. Langridge,
Kinister of Clermont Preston Ccngregational
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~3.
Church, Brightoun.

THE AESTHETIC SENSE - .NTU THE LCOVE OF GOD.

The columns corf "The CrrisSian Werld" recently
described the desftruction br 2 bulldozer of a lovely
avenue of flowering Japanese cherry trecs which,
planted 25 years ago, had zrowz ir beauty and
splendour, making the grass verges of the roadway a
spring-time fairy-land, Zven the least sensitive
were appalled at the massacre, 3ub the argument was
'After all, it's progress -sn't i3, for it will
enable cars to travel at siill greater speed.'

Must 'progress' of this sort then always have
priority? Or is there a spiritual value in things
beautiful which we cannot affrd to lose?

A writer of other dsys, Franx T. Bullen, was
noted for his powers of descriptiin in taings dealing
with the sea, coupled btogether wish deeply religious
convictions. In his book "with ‘hrist at Sea" the
writer makes refercnce to his alsered outlook
following his conversion. Ie wr.tes "wWoat people
call the aesthetic sense >f beaudy is, I believe,more
strongly fostered by the _ove of od than anything
else". With a word of pisy for thosc who take a
distorted, God-dishonouring view that the lovcliness
of this world is soul-destroying in its effect, he
goes on to say -~ "I do a0t believe there is any
cducation in a love of she deautiful so effective,
and so thorough, as that gained by an acquaintance
with Jesus Christ",

We are hoping in 3he nezr fuure to be able 5o
erect a new Church buildinz, Tris will be for
worship, the preachiag ol the Gispel Message, the
cultivation of Christian fellowship, and for
fostering that 'acquaintance' which Frank Bullen
referred to, ‘ :

Beauty has been described as the appearance of
the spiritual through the exjernal. Judging by the
austerity of some Free Church buildings ir earlier
years our forefathsrs did nobt seem able to grasp the
idea! But it seems a good starting point for those
about to build a new Church. C.E.C.
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THE EIBLE SAYS -

Elijah said, How long halt ye betwcen two )
opinions? if the Lord be God, follow Him; but if Baai
follow him. And the people answered not a word.

1 Kings 18, v.21

Pilate saith, What is truth?
John 19, v.38

Jesus saith, I am the way, the truth and the

life, John 14, v.6
.
In quietness and in confidence shall bs your
strength. Isaiah 30, v.15.

OUR NEW CHURCH
Progress I have been acked by the Editor to write a
Report few words cach month if possible on the
B prosress nade, chiefly for the benefit of
friends who, thoush unatle to attend meetings of the
Church, receive the Chronicle. Former menbers and
any 'outside'! friends are also very intercested and
will be kept informed by this means.

, .The Building Comnittee have reviewed one
prelininary design for thce new Church, including plan
and sketch elevation. The plan adequately provided
for our general requirenment to scat 300 but the
Committee felt the elevation design was too modern-—
istic. The architccts have prepzred another design
for consideration; this arrived on the 17th September —~
and 1s receiving the Committee's considerations; they
will report to the Novenber Church Meeting, or earlie:
their findings and recommendations.,

Having used the term 'modernistic', for your
taoughts I give a briecf summary from an article on
church building. A Christian church is no ordinary
building; it's erection is an act of worship; it is
the House of God. Gothic style has been out-dated,
rartly on account of economy. New churches will of
necessity have to be very simple and, in modern
surroundings, must be built in a new way with new
materials selected for their durability; a new church
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may not look like the traditional church, but it
must nevertheless possess a quality Whlch proclalms
its purpose and reflccts biae doctrine preached
within.

F.L.W.

A Plca We read in the current issue of the
"Worthing Herald" that the ¢zsign of our new Church,
whether conventional or revolutlunary, "depends on
the Building Commisbtee". The eventuzl decision will
be the most important one made by the Church since
it was decided to form a Fellowship in 1940. 1In
view of this very vital cecision which will confront
the Churck is it nos possible in some way for the
whole of 5he membership 3o share this great
responsitility, for all she members are 'share-
..heolders' ir this great venbure,
It may well be that a recomnendation made
by the Ccermmittee will be accepted or rejected b
show of hands at a Church Meeting attended by soue
70 or 80 members ous of a total membership of 260.
The ultinate decisicn when carried out will bu down
in bricks and nortar, and posterity will Jjuilg
whoether the Church as been faithful bto its
imgediate task of erecting a building fit for the
Glory of God.

W.G.H,
WOMEN'S Tellowship Secsion The following
GUILD neetings aave oceen arranged for the

coming '301’1*11 -

- 6th October - Anniversary Service, when the speaker
will be Mrs. Joyce Hutchinson,President
of the Suseecy Branch of the Federation
ol Congregational VWonmen.

20th October - Musi cal afterncon.

A very warm InviSation is extended to all
ladies of the Church ani Corgregation to atucnd
these meetings whicz will commence at 3 o'clock.

The Annlve“sary service will be held in the Church,
after which tea will De Serrea in the hall. V..

Working °¢rty Sechion We have been
‘delighted tc welccme IZve NeW nembers to our
meetings this session and would be pleased Lo see

|
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others.

It will be of interest to know that we are pro
ceeding, with the Women's and Men's Fellowships, with
plans for our Sale of Work on 18th Noventer. Mr.J.Gi

. Xrnold, of Perring, has kindly consented to open the!
Sale, under the Chairmanship of Mr, A.E. Pearn, also|
of Ferring! Councillor Mrs, J.R. Peryer hag agreed }
to judge the 'Apron' and 'Gift' Competitions. If
there is anyone not in the Working Party who would
like %o enter either or both these competitions,
pleasec contact Mrs, W.G. Hite or any member of the
Committee,

We hope the proceeds of the sale will be
egually leﬂund between the Building and the Manse
funds. MLE.

L

With regard to the stall for the sale of ‘
‘curicsities and small articles', it is suggested th%
following would accepbtable - china ornaments, brass |
and silver warc, stationery (including Christmas !
cards) and perfumery. Mrs. Hoskins, Mrs. Iveson or |
Mrs. Nodes will be pleased to receive any of these |
gifts.

YOUNG WIVES Meetings during this month are:-
FELLOWSHIP  Ocbtober 12th - Speaker Miss Strange -
Subject, wWork among the refugecs.
October 26th - Discussion on 'Bus queue topicsﬁWhite‘
lies) Don't ;orth Saturday, October 31st,

the date of our Hallowe'en Social, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m, |
Price of tickets (including refresnmepts) will be L\

is.6d.  y s.p.

THE LIFE  There are still several blank dates in of
BOYS programme which we wish to fill., Will a£§
friends who could entertain, instruct or speak to th
boys for about three quarters of an hour on a Monday{
evering please contact the Leader in Charge, Mr, R.E}
Jones - Our new pianist this session will be Mr, |
Roblnson, not Mr. Willson as reported last month,

i
R.E.J. f

GIRLS' LIFE Our Company spent a very happy week ¥
BRIGADE this summer in camp at Shanklin, Isle |
of wWight, where ~we 101ned with the
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worthing Company. Je are now settling down to our
rezular weekly 'Coupany nights'. .S

HOLIDAY During school holidays five members of
ENTERPRISE Junior Church, Rosalind Blake, Lesley
Collins, Lindsay Hoad, Janet white and
Linda wWwinstanley, decided to hold =z 'fete' in one of
their gardens. They seb to work and included a
play perfornaed by thenselves., At the end of it all
they were able to hand Mr. Franks £8 for the
Building Fund. Well done, and thank you Rosalingd,
Lesley, Lindsay, Janct and Linda (and parcats!).

POOLE On Saturday, 22nd iugust, we¢ Journeyed to
HOLIDAY Poole, a party of eager campers. There

we proceeded to 'pitch canp' in the egix
or seven large rooms which were to e our hone,

Next day we all attended both nornins and
evening services at our Church a few yards away.
Monday saw us at Rockley Sands for the day, Tuesday
at Bournemouth, wednesday at Corfe Castle and later
at Swanage, Thursday aftcrnoon at Poole Pari and all
day Friday in the New Forest.

But with all these leisurcly doys work
went on snd the rota, set in a proninent positicn,
nade sure it was done. Thanks to those resnonsitile
our food was wonderful and to crown the week we had
chicken for dinnecr.

Praycers and evening evnilozue were tines
welconed by all, when we Jjoined together in =
different kind of unity.

But from everyone who went grateful thawks
to Mr. and Mirs. Franks, Mr. and KMrs. Mercer, Miss
wWalsh and Miss Ford for giving us a lovely holiday,
withcut thern the heliday would have failed in its
nain purpose, to bring us nearer to cach other and
to God. So, nany thanks, and ray 211 who go in
futurc years find the sanme happiness that we found

% o
in our stay in Poole. Ananda Ashton

MISSIONARY NEWS AND VIEWS

LONDOK This infornation regarding our contribu-
MISSIONARY tions has been passed on to me and I
SOCIETY think it is worthy of consideration,

£193 was contributed to the Society last
year by our Church. We have 262 nenmbers; 6d. per
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weck per iecber would total £340. Our p1 sent giving
averages less than 3%d. per week per menber.

I again ask nmembers to consider giving under Deed
of Covenant. Such an arrsngeent adds “12s. 81 to the
Socicty for every £1 subscribed - on 6d. a weelk (which
is.ﬁl 56, a year) a further 16s.5d. is obtained in tax

tate. This iethod is open o anyone paying Incone
;ay on pert of their incone at the °tandard rate of
75.94, in the £. .ithout increasing their contribut-
ions, thercfore, sonc nexnters could, by adopting this
course, considerably incrcase the Church's contribution
to the Socieby.

H. Ga‘
DISCUSESIOYE It ie proposcd to form a Loze Study Cro,.q
GnOUES Cur1mT the auturin. The inbtention is th.

2 number of fricnds should ncet together
in She hone of one of our nesvers to discuss the Church
Overseas. The iiectinzgs nisght be neld fortnizhtly or
perhaps monthly, and prefera bly in thc a2fterncon.

£ you would like to Join a Missionary Group
plcase give your nane o Mlss Thonas. AJMLT.

CHlUnC: HLNDBOOX - CCRRECTION

¥iss B. Juson, 29 Burnhan Rcad, aske fricnds to note
that her telephone nunber is SV& decan 1058, and not asg
shown in the Handbook.

DATES FDR YOUR DIARY

Oct. 3 QLssex Congregzational Union Rally, at the Donec
Brighton, 6.3C p.n. Speaker - Dr., John Marsh,
*1nc1pa1, Mansfield Collegc.
" 15 Coffee Morning, 10 2.m. to 12 noon, at the
Church. -~
" 22 Day of Prayer - 10.30 a.7.,3% pi. & 7.50 Dol
v 27 TUnited Nations Association - Service at Town
Eall, % p.in.
" 28 Montkly Church m-etlng, 7.30 p.Oa
" 25 Concert in aid of uvorld Refugee Effort,?7.30 pn
in Richmond Room. Programnes 1s,
" 31 Hallowe'en Social arranged by Young wives
Fellowship
Nov.18 Working Party Sale of iorx.

Matcrial for November Chronicle should be handed
in by October 18th.
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STCY FRESS!

w3 thank W.G.H., O
railsing a point wihic
Limeddate renly.

i page 5,for
h nevds an

Fvery aeuber vwill hove the
opportunity to share in discussions
and decisicns on the fora of the
new Church buildin+,. The Conmittec
will be responsible for
recomuiendations only -~ Ghe Church
Mceceting will be ablce to express its
approval or disapproval of the
Cormittee'’s copinions and nake the
final judgenent,

Thie senbence 1in the 'Herald!'
does not truly repressnt the
procedure to be adopbed.

Dus notice of 211 =mestinzgs will
be given. oo L8

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009

THE CHRONICLE: October 1959



No. 097 [incorrectly numbered as 98] THE CHRONICLE: November 1959

No.98 November, 1959.

THE MINISTER'S MESSAGE
My dear Friends,

I have been reading a btook called 'The Face of
war' by Martha Gellhorn, a war correspondent. It does
not make pleasant reading, covering, as it does, her
experiences through eight years of conflict beginning
with the Spanish civil war and ending with hexr
arrival in Dachau where she heard news of the end of
the war in Europe.

Here are sone extracts from her final chapter ...
"Before any city was cleaned of its rutble and nade

-~whole, before the remnants of a tortured people found
their home in Israel, before the last already for-
gotten burned pilot had suffered the last sbtitching
skin graft, the human race was busy hating and fearing
again, and growing new cancers. .... he second World
war was an evil that men could stop; the unknown
nuclear wa® will have no end. The war of the universe
wonld be carried on by the wind. War is a crime
against the living and always has been; no one can
begin to imagine the size and shape of the crime of
nuclear war." And in a single sentence from her
introduction - "I believe that memory and imagination,
not nuclear weapons, are the great deterrents."

In three weeks time the nation will again be
called to a time of remembrance. For mary of us that
time will be particularly bitter. Many of us will be
remembering those who died in the two great holocausts
of this century. No one will be glad to recall the
suffering and tloodshed of those years. None of us

A~ will want to let loose our imagination. If Martha
Gellhorn is right we have a duty to admit and excourege
these activities of our minds. I know that all will
not agree that these are adequate deterrents and I
have no wish now to enter upon a discussion of this
aspect of the nmatter. Nevertheless as Christians we
cannot avoid thinking and seeking God's will.

Our faith is in a power existing in the world
which comes from beyond the world - a power which
creates. Is it enough that we should centre our
thoughts around the question of deterrents? Rather
should we not be concerned to engage in discovering
ways in which we can release that power to create
peace and love? Is it too facile to believe that
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the world is at a stage when it is beginning to be
ready to respond to a call, not to stop war, but to
create peace and to listen to thé voice of tuose who
will speak in the name of Christ, who summorncd us to
love our neighbours?

wWwhether the world is ready or not, we are called
to that proclamation. God grant us wisdom &:d
strength to be bold in that ministry, that the day
nay soon dawn when 'war shall be no more'.

My good wishes and affection to you &il,
Yours very sincerely,
C.C. FRANKS. -

CHURCH REGISTER

New Member - Miss Rarbara Stephens, Larksmes:,
arlingbon Avenue, Goring, - by transier from
Union Church, Mill Hill.

Marriage - On 16th Oc¢tober 1959, Misg Moira Laird to
Mr. David Baker. Our congratulations cui best
wishes 3o to our friends in their new 1l fe
togethor,

New Address - Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Richards -
TBadgerscroft', Mill Lane, High Salwvingion,
Swandean 1425.

™

}.—J

8th Novenber - The Rev., Harold Pinchback, un-il
recently Minister of Cuckfield Congregecional -
Church., 1
(Mr. Franks will be conducting the services on this
date at Robertson Strecet Congregational CL -rch,’ -
Hastings).

O that men would praise the Lord for His goodness
and declare the wonders that He doeth for th: children
of men, Psaln 107 vv.8, 15, 21 & 23

The path of the Jjust is as the shining lig-s that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.Frov.4,viR

He shall deliver thee in six troubtles; yed ‘n seven
there shall no evil touch thee.

Job.5, v.19
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CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE - PROGRESS REPORT

A revised plan and elevation was reviewed by the
Committee on October 2nd and a sub-committee met the
architects on October 6th to discuss some suggested
modifications. A final sketech-plan and elevation is
now expected and the Committee then hope to be in a
position bto report back to the Church and make their
recomnendations.

Meantime the Committee recommend the following
action when the next Church Meeting is called to

/gpnsider the proposed building scheme -

(i) The Church Secretary to call a Special Church
Meeting, giving the appropriate notice,

(ii) This notice to be sent by letter to all Church
menbers informing them that the plans and
sketch-drawings, with a scaled model, will be
on display at the week-end prior to the Meeting.

Members are asked to keep an open mind until they have
heard the report and the recommendations.

Mr. Parker has prepared an excellent scaled model
which will give members unaccustomed to reading plans
a hetter idea of the appearance of the church and . »
be able to Jjudge its proportions in relation to the
present church buildings and surrounding property.

F.L.VW.
CHURCH FINANCES
COLLECTIONS FOR
SEPTEMBER Envelopes Toose Collections
o~ 6th £21., 4, 6 £15.,15. 6
13th 15. 5. 6 13, 4,10
20th 14,12, - 16.15, -
27th 11.19., 6 —_— =, = ¥
£635. 1. 6 £45.15, 3

Total for the month - £108.16. 9.

*Harvest Services - for LHome Churches Fund
£250 e 60

Building Fund The total sum credited to this Fund to
date 1s £9,546.14. 3. Recent additions include a
very generous gift of £500 in fulfilment of a written
wish expressed by the late Mrs. H.K. Ilandford who

Digitalisation by Graham Redman - gurc.org.uk/digital - Copyright 2009



No. 097 [incorrectly numbered as 98] THE CHRONICLE: November 1959

i
always displayed a very keen interest in the work of
the Church from the earliest days. G.L.N

§3%8£§ c.u. The Assenbly, held at Ilove on 13th
ASSENRLY Cctobrer, was addressed by the Moderator,

the Rev, W. Andrew James, M.A., who
gave an inspiring survey of the Union's Work,sbtressing
the part played by Churchcs in the Homes Churches
Fund and the 1mportance of the Pensions Scheme for
Ministers.

Among present-day problems were the scarcity of
mlnlstcrq (362 pastorless Churches), the siting of
churches in new towns and the need for training men
for specific arecas.

The Rev. HO.4. Hemilton, B.A., took for his theme
"The Church and the Community". The first task of
the Church, he said, was to worship God and to btrain
others to do so. Modern methods, e.g. visual aids,
could be uscd to train and attract youns pecple. The
challenge c¢f our dgy was to show Christ to a world
composasd of two generations of disbelief and dis-
illusionment. Greater witness by Christians was
needed in the workahop and in the street. Ie
recomrencded the rHouse Meeting, to which non-menmbers
night he invivad, and asked caurches to consider this

o~

suggestion. D.E.B.

SUSSEX Over forty of our members were at the
CONGREGATIONAL Dome, Brighton, on 3rd Cctober, for
RALLI the Biennial Rally of Sussex Congre-

gationalists., These are great
occasions, when 1t is possible to realise that we form
part of a much larger company than our own local
Churches. For nmany the mecst heartening part was
perhaps when the County Secretary, the Rev. S.A.
Sheppard, made armll-call of the Churches. As each
Church was called and ministers and members stood,it
was most gratifying to sce contingents from nearly
every Church in the Union, large and small, near and

far. The Chairman of the Union, the Rev.G,K. Hawes,
M.A.,B.D., spoke of this feeling of belonging to a
larger fellowship and reminded us that this is God's
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world - men's work might be destroyed but God's
creation would live.

Dr. John N~rsh of Mansfield College, Oxford,took
as his theme "GOD REIGNS". However much man may
thwart His designs by discobedience to His will God
reigns here and now and eternally, sometimes in judz-
ment and defeas of our plans when they conflict with
His, in the personal sphere, the Church, or in
natioral and international affairs.

We were then led to an act of dedicabion.

H.LXOW.
HARVEST The gentlemen of the Church are to be con-
o~ LBUPPER ratulated on the excellent harvest supper

they provided on September 26th. About
150 sat down and it was apparent bthat everyone was
enjoying the friendly atmosphere. :

A very enJo;able concert was afterwards given by
the JWorthing Girls' Choir. It was a Jjoy to watch the
faces of the members as they kept their cyes on the
conductor, singing as though they were enjoying then-
selves. We should like to hear thenm again.

The financial result was a gain to the Church
Building Fund of over £21. B.w.L.

HARVEST On 2%th September, a sunny norning, the
THANKS-~ Church was artistically decorated with _
GIVING harvest gifts to greet a full congresation.

Mr. Franks' morning sermon was bascd on Jer.
17:7/8, "Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord
... neither shall cease from yielding fruit", and the
evening messaze on Gal.6:7, "whatsoever a man soweth

- that shall he also reap".

The anthems by the Choir were "Ye shall dwell
in the Land"(Stainer) and "O Lord how manifold"
(Barnby). 1t was a great Joy to see sO many young
people among us for this thanksgiving, After evening
service gifts were made ready for distribution to the
sick and needy.

G.Y.J.
DISCUSSION  Reference was made last month to the
GROUPS proposed formation of Home Study Groups.

The subject then suggested was the
Church overseas, and the response has been dis-
agpointing. A further group to consider the position
o the Church and Medicine will be formed if enoush
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friends are interested. If the subject is one which
you would like to study please give your name to Mr.
R.0. Parker.

\

WwOMEN'S Working Party Section Our Sale of work on
GUILD wednesday 18th November will be opened at
3 p.m. by Mr. J.G. Arnold, with Mr. A.E.

Pearn in the Chair. Please invite your friends to
come and buy their Christmas gifts. Teas will be :
served, ls.o6d. each. There is still time bto entej
for the two competitions. Please bring your entries
to the Church by Tuesday morning, November 17th -
further details from Mrs. Hite or Committee members.

Proceeds will be divided equally between the
'Building' and 'Manse' Funds. M.H

Wwill friends who have articles, suitable as
Christmas gifts, for the 'Curiosity and Gift' Stall
kindly hand them to Mrs. Hoskins, Mrs. Iveson or
Mrs., Nodes by November 17th.

Fellowship Section The recent Coffee Morning to
raise funds to help equip this Section's stall at
the forthcoming Sale realised a net sum of £12.10.-.
We wish to thank the many friends who supported this
¢ffort. '

The Meetings arranged for Noventer are -
3rd - kirs. A. Slader - 'My work as House Mistress

at Eltham College'.
17th - Mrs. J.R.Bridger, M.A. - Illustrated Talk on
'Travel in Canada’'.
A1l ladies of the Church and their friends are warnly
invited to these meebtings, which commence at 3 o'cloc

JW.

YOUNG wIVES These are the arrangements for the nonth
FELLOWSHIP of November -

9th - Theatre Night

23rd - Make-up denonstration.

i

The winter months can be dark and
for many who are unable to go out, very
lonely. Could you spare an hour or two once a week
to 'drop in' for a chat with some of these folk?
Please get in touch with us if you can help.
Perhaps you have some books you are thinking of
turning out? Wwe have started a btook service and
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should te glad to have thmn.M S.D

The new sessior opened successfully onl3th .
October with s talk by the Rev. Martin
? Preston, M.i,,0f Brighton, who delighted
his audience of twenty with an 1nformqtrw
and amusing talk on the subject of Opera. A judicious
use of a sape recorder :llustrated his explanation of
some of tue mysteries o] this form of nmusic.
The programme for ths period to the end of
Novermber is -
Oct.27th - Mr.A.E, Pearr on 'The Life & witness of
7~ Albert Schwaitzer (with film strip)
Nov.10tr = Any Questisns
" 24%F - Dr. H.G. Chapnan, M.A. - St. Augustine
and 'The ity of God'.
Prozramme cards can ce obtained from lir. Fepperdine.
Any gentl man who hias rot yet joined us will be very
welcome. An attractive series of speakers has been
arranged, and we 1lyok forward to audiences big enough
te reward the energy and enterprise of our actln:
Secrebary. C.C.7

Tre gentlemer are havinzg a grocery stall at the
Sale on November 18th and would te glad to recelive
gifts of o POUNI or BOTTLE of anythirz in this 1linec
(please price), or, of course, donations. ML.H.

JUNIOR ¥.: have been sorry to lose Mr. Jinterton, who
CHURCH hus had to give up bteaching in the Junior Rom
owing to the pressure of other cow.ltments. We warnly
=~velcome Nr. G:llam, who has Joined our teaching staff.,

M~5, west finds herself unable to continuc as
pianist frr the Beginners. Her devoted service for
the little ones will te greatly missed. Miss Thonson
has kindly offered to play for us and we hope she will
e very hcnpy with us.

At our Family Serviece on Harvest Sunday therc
was a good attendance of parents and children, sone
of whon tcok a share in leading our worship. The
children's gifts were later distributed to individual

old folk.
GIRLS! “he retiring collection on October 11th
LIFE ‘ﬂounted to 96 which, with £14 collected by

BRIGADE tae girls themselvos, made a total of £20,
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one-third of which is sent to G.L.B. Headquartcrs for
work overseas. We thank all our friends for their

help'Twentyeight girls, under the instruction of Mr.
Pearn, are taking the subject of Tenperance for the
Battalion compebtition.

Flease don't forget our Annual Display on
Saturdsy, 28th November. E.S

Building Fund Collection Boxes All toxes should be
handed in on the morning of the day of the Sale of
wWorke. If you cannot bring yours Miss w, Smith will
call at your home if notified a few days tefore 18th
November., will all holders please nake a gpecial
effort between now and then to save all their snall
(or big!) change and so help to swell the final
total. .

Vel e

'"The Chronicle' (L.M.S. Monthly, 6s. p.2a.)
'Congrezational Monbhly (4s. p.a.
Prayer rellowship nanabook', (ls.6d.)

I nmust order 1900 issues quitc soon and
grateful to receive the names of new subscribers, or
canceliations (I hope there will bemone!) at an early
date. M.T.E.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

0ct.295h Monthly Church Meeting at 7.30 p.n.
" 31st Hallewe'en Social
Nov, 7th United Nations issn. Youbh Conference at )
the Youth Centre South Farm Road
" 12th Filns about the United Nations - 7.30 p.nm.
in the Court Room, Town Hall
" 18th women's Guild Working Party Sale of work,
cpening at %3 p.m,
" 26th Menthly Day of Prayer, 10.30 a.m., 3 p.m.
and 7 p.o.
b 28th Girls' Life Erigade Annual Display.
Dec. 3rd Monthly Church Meeting, 7.%0 p.m.
________ Oem
Material for December Chronicle should be handed in .
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