
 

 

Minutes of the Church Meeting at Goring URC  

for October 2023 meeting held on Saturday 4th November 2023  

at 10.30 in the Church. 

 

Welcome: Val G 

Devotions: Caroline: what does the bible say about a New Era for our Church. 

Those present: 17 Apologies 8 

Minutes of meeting amended, agreed and signed by Val G 

Matters arising: 

 

Safeguarding Training Update: Mary reminded the meeting that the first Zoom meeting for 

training is Tuesday 7th November at 6 - 8pm to be held in the church.  

Mission Statement:   

Please see appendix 1 for the full report.                                                                                                              

-  To obtain the approval of the Church meeting there are two questions to ask. 

- 1 … does the meeting understand and acknowledge that the Mission Statement should be 

reviewed, refreshed and updated?  Vote … 17 present … 16 agreed. 

- 2 … Will the meeting entrust the Elders to use consideration that the new Mission 

Statement, it would be good to have it in place by Christmas, prayerfully considering the 

input from the responses received?  Vote … 17 present … 15 agreed. 

Church Family News: 

- The email from Hilary Redman was read to the meeting.  See Appendix 2 

Church Flowers: 

- Hilary is stepping down from the flower duties on a Sunday morning at the end of 

November. 

- This means that a different system should be put in place.  The suggestion is that a note 

book/diary should be left in the flower room for Hilary as pastoral secretary and anyone else 

who knows of someone who would appreciate flowers from the church.  

- This means that those people on the flower delivery rota will just consult the book and sort 

out the flowers for delivery. 

- Bett Swierk mentioned the flower supply/arranging list sometimes has no-one on it.  This 

was answered by Val G … anyone could buy and arrange them, not necessarily a big 

arrangement but perhaps just put in a vase.  

- Matthew Smith, Treasurer said that it is perfectly proper for anyone who purchases flowers 

be reimbursed.  

- This will mean working as a team and not all on one person’s shoulders.  

Elders Time: 

- in the light of the Southern Synod Deployment Process it asks us to Pray Pray Pray therefore 

it was mentioned we should arrange a Prayer time. 

- The ideal time for this is at the Thursday Praise Evening, therefore the next one on the 16th 

November will a time of Worship and Prayer, concentrating on praying for our church and 

its mission going forward, it is hoped it will be a very welcome time of prayer.  It was 



 

 

suggested that it should appear in Welcome this week and November’s editor Wilfred 

Rhodes will do this. 

Outreach: 

- Val C reported that Outreach has not met since the September meeting …. Therefore  a few 

reminders. 

- Coffee Morning for Safe in Sussex at 10.30 to 12 noon Friday !0th November. 

- The January coffee morning is in aid of Papyrus a charity working to prevent suicide in 

young people.  It also helps those grieving after losing someone to suicide. 

- The joint meal is Monday 6th November at the North Star. 

- 3rd December at 3pm there is to be a short Carol Service, for those who can’t get out easily 

and those who are unable to go out in the dark for the candlelit carol service on Thursday 

21st December at 7pm.  Please think and invite anyone you may know who would appreciate 

these services. 

- We will shortly be looking for unwrapped gifts for those being supported by Safe in Sussex.  

More details will follow so please watch Welcome and notice boards for more information. 

- Mini Fishes is thriving 41 children visited last Monday.  Thank you to those who came 

forward to help and are being safely recruited, the team look forward to you joining us soon. 

Synod meeting: 

- The meeting was coming from Temple URC, St Mary Cray and also on Zoom,          Giles 

Wilson delivered his report.  See Appendix 3. 

- Giles has stepped down from going to the Synod meeting, Val C said she would be prepared 

to go to the meetings for the church on Zoom but no further than Crawley URC.  

Property 1 : 

- Health and Safety report was delivered by Bett Swierk, See Appendix 4. 

- The question arose that some of the points in the H&S are not being adhered to by those 

using the premises.  Matthew Smith answered for the Hall lettings that when the hirers sign 

up for the hall they are given and should read the the Health and Safety Policy.  

Property 2: 

- Paul Redman gave the second part of the Property Report. 

- Service of Gas and heating is being done on 7th November and the company will also quote 

for 2 radiators on the stage. 

- Keith Best Electrical has been in and done various jobs. 

- The fire exit signs and safety lighting is not working as they should so Keith Best gave a 

quote of £1386 to put them right.  This was deemed urgent and necessary work and the 

Church Meeting Agreed to it being done asap. 

- KB also looked at 2 lights in the Sanctuary that are not working, he thought they had fused 

and it would cost £480 to fix.  The meeting decided after Paul had switched on the lights that 

it wasn’t a problem therefore it would be left for a while and review it again particularly if 

others stop working.   



 

 

- Lesley, manager of Little Fishes reported to Paul some issues as a result of the bad weather.  

The back of the car park was flooded in the heavy rain and leaves blocking drains etc, some 

were cleared by parents. 

- There has also been a mud fall from the bridge which needed clearing and has been swept 

away but it is an issue to keep watching. 

- Other problems in the heavy rain are windows leaking, the kitchen guttering has been 

cleared and some silicone is loose. Window firms being contacted and hopefully will come in 

soon to give advice and quotes. 

- Matthew also reported that the guttering has been blocked on the Church roof and the soak 

away is not always working.  He suggests that we get someone to check this out as it may 

effect the buildings all round including the Car Park. 

    Work Completed: 

- A ramp has been put into the Choir Vestry to the Cornwall Room, so is no longer a step and 

notices have been put to this effect. 

- The kitchen hatch has been fixed, both the veneer put back or new where necessary and it 

now shuts properly and has a bolt to lock it.  This was important because as it prevents 

draughts and the spread of fire. 

- Room to room thresholds have been marked with hazard tape to avoid tripping where there 

are carpet tiles. 

- The broken window in the Sanctuary has been repaired 

- Stair gates have been installed in some doorways for the safety of small children at Mini 

Fishes. 

- A rubberised mat is to be purchased to cover the electric cable to the lectern as this is a trip 

hazard. 

- If you spot anything in the church please let Paul or Bett know. 

Finance and Hall lettings: 

- The update on the last report will be at the next meeting as the Finance meeting is Tuesday 

7th November. 

- Ministry and Mission (M&M)  Matthew has written to Synod again and the reply was the 

same as last reported, He will speak again to them on Monday 6th November. Therefore a 

more detailed report at the next church meeting will be delivered. 

- As regards the Vestibule roof and Sanctuary Windows the next step is to bring the 

Quinquennial survey forward as it needs a proper survey but Synod is awaiting a new 

surveyor. 

Hall Lettings: 

- The Curtain Call Academy have a discounted rate for the use of 2 halls; they are using one 

hall on Monday and two on Wednesdays in the afternoon. 

- AFM ladies are holding a prayer meeting in the Sanctuary from 11 - 12 on Thursdays. 

- Rowland singers have booked the Sanctuary for a concert on 13th December at 7pm and also 

a date in November to be confirmed for rehearsal. 

Notices and Correspondence:  



 

 

- 4 people have resigned from their jobs in the church. 

- Giles Wilson from the Synod meetings, Hilary from the Flower distribution. Eileen Rhodes 

from Duty Elder and Margaret Butcher from the Welcomers.  Heartfelt thanks go to them all 

for their hard work over many years and for their loyalty in the service of God, in this place. 

- A suggestion was made by Val C that we approach the council for double yellow lines to be 

painted on to the south side of Barrington Road opposite the church as it is always full of 

large Vans and Motor Homes which makes Barrington Road a single carriageway and is very 

difficult for larger cars to get into church property.  It also means that a fire engine could not 

get in either, should the need arise.  This situation will be made worse by the new housing 

estate as the traffic will probably double or treble.  Accidents may occur and the query of  for 

those who need a Blue Badge also arose.  Geoffrey Redman informed the meeting that those 

with blue badges in cars can park anywhere.  The question to the meeting was ‘Do we look 

into this issue?’ The meeting agreed we should.   

- Matthew also asked that perhaps a Zebra Crossing could be mentioned at the same time to 

help Elderly or wheelchair bound people and people with small children and babies in prams 

and buggies. 

 

 

The Meeting ended at 11.35 with prayer  

the next meeting is Saturday 25th November at 10.30. 

 

 

Signed by ……………………………………………….Val Gill on 25th November 2023  

 

 

 
  



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

 

  



 

  


